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SCATTERE D *SFEDS; OR FIVE
YEARSý ZENANA WORK

IN POONA.

INTROD LOTION.

So mudi ias beeii written of inte a-
bout tlhe.con«tion of our wvomen of our
Eastern Bmpire, that there does flot
meem. mucli left for anly new writer to
tay on the subject. 'Stili, the country is
of sucb vast extent, and peopled by 80
many different nations. thnt the rest-aints,
imposed upon the females differ. greatly
ini dle different parts of India; and even
in these are modified by the rank and
position ini. tie social, scule which the
faniilies occupy.

Over the greatest part of the Bengal
Presidency and the Nortlh-West Provi-
dences, where the Mussuimn element
predomidates, a xnuch greater degree of
seclusion and isolation from ail society,
beyorid their nearest relatives, prevails
among, them, at least in the hilher class-
es. How far it is the case among the
middle classes, or in the rural districts, it
i8 flot our provincq ta inquire. Our
work lay in a different part of India:
and it is chiefiy of the Mahrattas of the
Decean that we have to speak. Among
them the terni "Z7enana Mission" is notUo
correct a one is it is further north and
east. In Western India generally, poly-
gamy is by no means 50 common amorv'
the middle classes as that terni wouid
lead us to expect, althougli it is permitt-
ed by their religion, and occusionally
practised. The most commnn reasc-n ±eor

i~gthe wvant of a famiiy by the first
vife, and this will give occasion for it
oinetimes among the very poorest; in-
deed many men, even if they have
daughters, contract a second inarriage in
the hope of maie issue, so great is their
dread of having no son to carry their
body to the funeral pile. This is con-
sidered to involve a certain degrce of
disgrace, and eyen the risk of soma

penalty in a. future world . and the opin-
ion adds a fearful poignancy to their
grief on the death of an onty son.

*Instances do, hoifever, occur of a mnan
.marrying more thîîn two wives, even
arnong the middle classes ; for one young
woman in whomu 1 took a great interest
iwas a tiiid wife,-the other two being
both alive. She lived with lier father
and niotlîer, just as any unrnarried
daugliter here miglit do, and wâs an
articled pupil at the Normal Sehool-.
a fine, intelligent-iooking girl, receiving
an edircation up to the sixth standard of
the Goverament sehools. For a long
time 1 believeti ber to be one of those
widows frorn clhildhood, for whom one
always feels such sympatlîy- but when
1 heard wlîat her real condition wvas, a
feeling of indignation arose in my mind
against the system that allowed a womaa
die hier tre ocupy sucli a position.,

These marriages are often formed at
the urgent solitations of the bride's family
A man may not have bis daugliter un-
maried beyond a certain age, or lie is
looked down upon by his caste people ;
and if he has several daugliters and no
great dowry te, give them, the conse-.
quence is that lie gets some friend to, ad-
vîLe any man of the oWé who, is tolerab-
ly well off to take one ot' them as an ad-
ditional wifé, even thouglih lie should
have one or two atready.

I have known girls thus wedded ln
their youth-na.? childhood,-to men
older than their fathers, and placed under
the dragon-Eltz guardianshiip of a mother-
in-law, subjeeted to, aIl the jealous and
suspielous humours of the eider wýives,
enduring a lifetime of bondage ana mis-
ery. One sucb instance rises te, my
mind just now: a sweet-looking, gentie
girl, la whom I feit a deep interest, and
of whom, ut one time. I hadl great hopes
that if she became a widow she migbt be
won over to the (Jhris&..ia faith. These
hopes, like many others, have, as yet at
leas, flot beau fulfihed; but of individuo4


