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aine position as the debtor would have been
in if no assignment had been made ;and, as it
ione of the fundamental piciples of the ad-

riiistration of justice that those who are called
Ilpon to admainister the law and decide the
lights of parties should be- entirely free frora
interest, we do flot think the inspector of this
estate was a proper person to preside as sherif.
Plie proceeditngs are irregular in the writ being
directed to hirn, ani it must be set aside.
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It is a somewliat unusual circumstance

to have placed before the profession an
alunotated edition of an act before the
%et itself cornes into force. Editors and
Publishers usually content themselves by
arinouncing with many flourishes that
8ucli and sucli a work is "in the press
and will be issued shortly," 'neaning
t hereby that it will in -the course of some
14tontlis lie in the hands of the printers,'WIro will some months afterwards give it
tO the binder, &c., and in the meantime
8Oicit orders for a book of unknown
l'alue. But here the first thing is to5 iounce that the work 18 already done,
ý11d that, several weeks before the book
18 actually required ; so that purchasers
%~u judge for themselves of the value of

tWri work before ordering it. This is the
tklie business.like way of doing things.
41ud shews as well great industry on the
Part of the editor, and that lie lias not
taken Up a subjeet with which he is un-
SIbiliar merely for the purpose of writ-
1'Ig a book, as energy on the part of the
Plblishers, and a confidence on their
PSirt that the work will seil on its own
ý18Brit8 after examination.

'We fully believe that it will stand
tetest; for although in some parti-

%'ars it shows the speed with which of
74C8ýity the work was done, the 'natter
'4 it 1s8 0 good and the arrangement oft4e information given s0 practical, that

theminor matters miglit not occur
to iy one but a critic familiar with the

niceties of the difficuit art of book-
making.

The Act itself has been so voluminously
discussed both iu Parliament, wliere both
political. parties united in an endeavour
to make it as perfect as possible, and by
the lay press, tliat we do not propose.to
speak further ,on the subject. One
thing is manifest, and that is, that it
is more of a creditor's measure than a
debtor's. The "lpoor creditor" proposes
now to take lis innings, the "poor deb-
tor " liaving, lad, to use a slang expres
sion, "la good time of it " for niany
years past. A littie less recklessness on
the part of smaîl traders in buying and
selling ivili be at the foundatioti of a
more healthful state of things ; and this
act wilI, in thnt respect at least, make
them a littie more careful to lay their
troubles before their creditors at an early
day, and before they have entirely dissi-
pated the property which is in truth no
longer their own.

Mr. MacMahon sliews huxnself to be
no superficial student of insolvency law.
Over a tliousand cases are referred to
in the notes, and theso are taken from.
a variety of sources, English and On-
tario cases of course predominating, but
there 15 also a careful selection from the
Lower Canada and United States Reports.
We should have been glad to have seen
a few more of the authorities cited froni
the courts of the Maritime Provinces, as
they often throw mucli valualile liglit on
this law, and a few more decisions as to
who are traders would have been desir-
able for those who cannot refer to the
English authorities.

We strongly object to tht, practice of
praising books by wholesale, which is s0
common in this country. iEvery bona Jide
effort to give valuable information
to the public, or to colleet and print
information in a useful and conveiient
form, should be encouraged ; and thiti
Mr. MacMahon lias succeeded in doing
with a promptitude that doubles the
value of his work in one way, thouglih
in another way this promptitude lias
been prejudicial in cau8ing some minor
faults, which wiIl doubtless be put riglit
in a subsequent edition, whicli will ini
ail probability lie called for. For exami-
pie : an occasional niisappîication of 8lit
and ivill (so common, by the way, that it
is seldom noticed by the general reader> ;.


