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oto-day have been conipiled hýy Richard S. Childs, who is the Sec-
retary of what is known as the Natioaal Short Ballot Organi-
zation in the United States. 'The Commission ini Galveston
was abip to rigke decisions and get things aceomplished in haif
the time it took the olti board of aldermen to get a resolution
referred to a commnittee. l'hcecommission planned and buit a
sea wall t0 proteet the city against future flooda. raised the
ground level of a large pwrt of the town, got the c-ity govarument
running again at one-third a:nnual cost. made a number of im-
portant irnproveîients and at the same tixne redueed the deht
and the tax rate. After two vears, d!Iring which the politicians
were finding preclous little t0 do. the commission was made
eîîtirely elective by popular vote, nuch to the dismay of man,.
good persons ini the town. who feared that the politicians woulil
eleet old-style oficials and restore the old-time inefficiency and
ht. ride. Their fears., however. proved groundlesq, for the
peopP procepiled fo elect the saine commission and have con-
tintned to do so at every eleetion 8ince. Except by death there
have heen only two changea* in tne personnel of the commission
sinee the beginning. Gaiveston elairas to be the best governed

In Ilouston the eoniixion plan %vas in effect in January.
1906. The eredit of the city, whieh had be-n worth about 80
cents on thp dollar, was restored f0 par. The tax rate has heen
reduced from $2.00 f0 *1.70. while aflesments are F.-id f0 be

*proportionately lower. The old deht of $40,OO was quickl '
%viped ont. In five years, seventy miles of gtreets have been
rq aw~d. the cost being dpfrayed ont of general revenue. A
great auditorium and its site have been paid for from the
:aiiie source. Schools have been redeeîne: from politics. <Jam-
blmmîg andi illicit liquor selling have been qtopped. The price of
gas lias heen fore(! down froin $1.50 to *1.15 pe. huand

"lDes Moines. Iowa: The commission plan was in eflect in
19(17. In ii first year the comm.nission saved *184,000 in run.
ning expenses. as compared with the previous year under the
üAr govervment. It made hetter hargains -for the city ina eleetric


