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fixed on the priest, lie sat niotionless, driuking iii everv
'word that feui froin his niaster's lips. The explanations
over, he sat some tirne rneditating the truthis hie had
Iteard. He could ixot understand how blis companions
could be so indifferent as to hasten fromi the sacred things
to which they hiad just been listening into the midst of
thxe distractions of play.

Among the virtuies wvlich were particularly reniarkable
ini Nunzio at this tender age, and whichi foried, as it wvere,
the groundwork of hlis cliaracter, wvere humility and
patience, t'vo virtues 50 difficult to acquire that they are
usually founld to be the fruit of years of struggle %vitli

F self and of patient sufferitig ini the service of God.
AI thougli niaturally quick and impulsive, lie never

yielded to his inclinations. Neyer did hie seek revenge
on those wvho injured hixîx, inor wvas hie ever knowa to
showv deliberately anl exterior sign of resentmnent.

« The virtiies proper to his age," says Nicolas Fantvecci,
49were practi-ed in a rexnarkable degree. His obedience
îvas 50 perfect th-c fixe inere sigui of bis guardian's will
sufficed. The love for hlis parents andi for tîxose placed
over hixix mas only excelleti by hlis efforts to, please tîemn.

fis exterior charieti ail wlio mxet Iiixxî. The purity
andi innocence of :îis gtiileles-- soul shed a lustre on his
youtlîfül countenaixce, to wlxich even the niost Iaardexed
were obligeti to rentier the tribute of respect.

At homne, lie ;vas always occupieti ; anfd wvliexi his work,
was over, lus greatest liappines'.%v.s to be founti In the
cîxuircîx. H-e liati a passionate loi c for sacreti songs, ai(
more than onccr was lie known to tieprive lxinîself of
innocent amxusenments in ordler to save bis xnouey to buy
a favorite hyn.vii

This favoreti chilti hai earl- learnletl the mnos. excellent
ineans of proving bis love for God. Froui a tender age
lie practiseti mortifications, ai( :before lie reacheti lus
eighltil vear, lie hia-1 nrle ileof fisting oni tie eves of


