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for lbis particular locality. True, there are cer-
tain uiaderstood and wellI-deflncd pýints clîarac-
terising the true breed in every part of the k-ing-
dom; but besides those departures which taste,
or bte expectation of greater profit, have caused
ta be made from, the o.iginal type, the silent
agrencies of sal and climate exert a far more
powerful influenîce 0o1 thme frame and caîîstitution
thàâi i generally supposed. Bakeweli's siteep
were dkqitg,,uished by tle generd parellelograna-
mic outhine; the smali head covered witîIîshoit
white liair; the open counitenance aîud white
muzzle; the fui], yet quiet oye, and long, thiii>
weli-placed Car; thîe full, but taperiîg neck,
and deep wide chest; the uniform broaci and
etraig-lit lirai back, terminating in the @quare
rump, anci full, deep shoulder; the weii archied
nib, full plate, and lig-htoffal; the long, full quar-
ter, welI turned twvist, and uniformly .fine borie;
the thin, soft, elastie pelt, and mellow handiing.
Wilile relaining these valuable properties as the
basis of their operaîîons, succeeding- breeders
have discuvered that others mi-ht be comnioni-
cated, by ivhich the value of their flocks wvould
be materiaiiy enhianced, and bue general syxn-
neîry rather augmentcd titan dimniished.
Hence, amonq other things, the general enlarge-
ment of carcase ; lte greatly increased covering
pf woçl-qualities, indeed, which Bakeweli
peerns raîluer to ligve shunuied-as welI as lthe
<rreater fertiliîy dnd better mulking properties of

teewe ; though the latter mybe traced rather
to, bis in-and-in breeding, tha:i to any inherent
defeet in lus sheep as a brecd. These, and
some minior changes, have somewhat altered the
general appearance of the Leicester of our day,
t.hough tite tasles andcaprices cf individual. bree-
dors wVil net wholly account for many characters
observable 10 indifferent districts. In one county,
for instance,- we have a long cur!y fleece, %vitile
ia another lte wool le nxucit doser auad cern-
parzitively short: hure we have a large, barehead-
ed, sofi-looking,- animal; and there, co whîich,
withon; baing undersized, scems from ils hardy
sprighiy look, beiter adapted to wvithsîand the
vicissitudes cf our variable climale.

When the immense and inecasing extent te,
%vlich the Leicester isecmploycd ir. the brced-
in- of crosscz, le considered, the number of ram s
reared for this purpose must be very great.
This as cle4rIy shawn by the counplete change,
in the Lind cf stock new brought ferward at most'
of te great border markzetà, ceznparcd ivith
what they were fifty years ago.

Siich a complote change mnarks ndt only the
grca value cf te Leicester as a bsis fer cross-
an g on ihe maie side, but aise the imimense ne-
volution w jicl the gênaerai introducùirn of 'arti-
fitial manur*es and tairnip hýusbandiy lias ffected.
,When:these çÏer.*but higtle Lknowo#, fe'x shePwere fûned diing the winter rnônthsý, and tii.
hill fariner had no sinall difficuity in fandijnga
imark-et for lais àmxual cash. ]3uat as tlie growizns
of turruips, anad the value cf draining and limring
Lýcamé luer uraderstood, lean stock weroe

reqliud, to consume the larger quauatîty of food
raiscd; and, to meet this increased clemand,
breuder *s wvere led, by graduai steps, to improve
thecir fhw.ks; first, by bestuwing greatur attention
iipun their breediîîg and genea comforîs, and
then-as the ruclaiýmiiig of these arable portions
of their grazings progressed-by at lengthi, in
mnany cases, chanring thuir breud of eheep al-
together; Ur, by cru-ssine with other varieties,
pruducing ainim-ais mure profitable to tliemsel>ves,
and more reacIly faituned by those ilto whose
hands they eventtially fell.

The great value of the breed consisting ia a
rcady disposition to fatten, or, in other wvords,
to arrive at nîaturity at an early age, it is evi-
dent, that the kind of trealmeat required must
be such as ivili most readily conduce to this end.
With the exception of ewves and rams, none are
kept until îlaey are more than two years old,
while the practice-daily becoming more com-
nion-%vith most breeders, is to have thaem ready
for the butcher at fifteen or sixteen monîhs old,
or immediately after being shorn. To be able
to attain this, it is necessary tîxat they should lie
wvell fe:d frum the day they are dropt. The sea-
son wvhcî titis sbould take place muàt necessari-
ly vary in dioeerent parts of the country, With
the view of gaining a few iveeks, it wvas ai one
time more fashionable than at present, to have
the lambs coring about the Newv-year- baut
Lesides the risk of storms-frc q aentl'y too severe
at that season fc newly dropt I ambs of a tender
brecd-thie uwes, mubt bu fed. almost entirely
upon turnips or other roots, which neither fur-
nish such an abundant stipply of milki, nor of
such nourishing quality, as that produced %wheni
<urass forrns their staplo food. Accordingly the~e,-inrà.*a Of March is now by most coîîsidercd
te ~e sufficiently early, as by that trne the in-
fluence of spring is being felt ua the pa-stures,
wvhich, if stiII Jeficient, can bu supplumenîcd
with turnips or mangold.

13y <ivin- the breeding ewves moderato keep
from tlie tïrne their lambs are weancd, unuil
xvithin a few days of their recciving the ramn,
%vhie, they should be supplied ivith a fresher
pasture, they will be fonind in that condition
which has been found to be must conducive to
fertility. flesides being bencficial to the ewes,
this practice is attendcd %vith another advanuage.
frem the best pasture being wholly reserved toi
the fecding stock, which, are thus progressing for
an early mnarket.

Though the Lei cester, in the hands cf Bale-
well, and. bis immediate succeessors, shewed
littlo tendency to produce twiis, this aroee partly
froa 'the high conàitionnin wlaich their ewes
were kept, and partly the belief that one.lani
was as mucli a-s any ewe could bring to thàt
condition aànd size recjquirèd byý rtm. bre.edé-s

vhlfromihoir praclîce of»tr,o close breedinfg,
their Ô%ves gcncrally, ýwere,,bad nurses, andLo-
len unableto do justice toa singlc latnb. Thoughl
stili neither se proliic, nor yielding sà miùch
nxilk as somo of the offher native brccds, the
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