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drained thie rin does not pass througlî it,
but ronmains upon and in thie soil, until eva-
porated by the Sun and wvind, lenving the
soil 80 liard as to prevcnt ail the guud efflects
of the fertilizing, qualities of rain to lthe crops.
Thiis renders the sol inpei'vious to air and
dews also-so that raia, dcws and air, are
eomparatively of' littie use to -growing plants
on iii draitned soils. Thjis is not a thicory of
the fancy, but a certain fact, that can bc pro-
ved by a reference to crops growving upon
drained and undrainedl soils.

We are fully persuadcd tlînt there is not a
greater defect in Can-adian litisbiiîîdry titan
the insufficient draining of the soil. Its iii
effects arc perceptible iii ail dir'ections, froi
lthe commencement of tlue Spring to the end
of the Fallplouglîing. la the sowing, of the
seed-in the growing of the crops-in the
harvestiig, and in the ploughiag of' thte land
in the Fall, ail exhibif, unquestionabie proofs
that the lands wvere flot in tlue best state for
working in proper season, or producinggoo
crops. Thiis mny nit apply 10 every quality
of soil, but il; Nvili t0 mucli tlic Iargest pro-
portion of the lands of Lower Canada.

The long protracted cold weather in May,
has been severely feit by many farmers %vho
bad not provided tlîenîsclves with stîfficient
winter keep for stock; and we have been told
that in many instances the tlîatch of barns has
been takea off to feed the cattle. Lt miay be
imagined what nutriment poolu animnais find la
old strawv that lias been expnsed as tlîatch for
many years on buildings. One of the worst
features of catle keeping in Canada ib-that
very many farmers make no adequate provi-
sion for caille eillier in sunimer or winter. In
the summer tlîey have ro sublsist ln the hiest
way they can, in ranging over ]and that wvas
in tillage the year previous, and not sown with
any kind of grassiseeds or clover, or upon sorne
ivild wooded pasture. In winter, they have
Io live, if they cari, on strav, or in fact upon
%what should be only conbidered. waste fit for

making inanure ; such is flot ilue proper mode
of kceiagn catte ivitî any hope of profit tu
their owners. Sirav mnight certainly be macle
usýe of'for cattie, if tliey a1.c lvvre sup1ilied wvitli
a piortion or' hay or soots, but without this, it is
absurd to keelp cattie in our cold ivinters on
strawv alone. It aj.pears as if' f-)riierq only
kept cattle 10 conaýurne -whait would itherwvise
be ivaste. Ia the I3ritiilî Lies, the very best
of the lands are liept for the pnsturage of caltile
and :heep, and the be.ýt of the produve, %viîii
the exception of wheat and bariey, i,, given to
theni in wvinter. Tlîey are, la these countries,
considered the inost valisable appendages of
the farm, and regarded as the best paying part
of the products. Otir systern i altogether
fauilty la Canada. We have hucd constant 011.
porbunities of seeing hay sold ia the 1Montreai
market for inuch less tItan ils cost to the far.
iner, Iindeed, for umore titan lia If tlie lime we
have been in lime country, lîay has been sold
foîr s0 lov a price, iliat the puirchuasers have
flot paid lthe farner lte price il co-t. to cui,
cuire, and take it 10 market, so tliat lthe land
uipon whiclî the hiay %vas growvn, was iii reality
tie property of the man wvho bouglil the hay,
instead of tie farmer. Under a beîker.system
luis coîmld never occur, and particularly if the
furnier was la circunistances to keep over saunle
of the hay of a plentiftil season for a yecar of
ýshort crops, as they do la Eriglarid. Under a
judicious system of hîusban<lry, cattie, and corn,
hay and pasîrîre, are keptinl due proporlion
t0 ecdi otiier; hîay is never sold at a very iow
price, whiie cattie, perhaps, are haif starved
tipon sîrav; nor could hay be sold at a very
highi price if the large surplus of one season
was k-ept over 10 suppiy the defîienciiy of
another season ; this wouid be more favourable
for ail parties, to seller and buyer. Thîcre is
no excut;e fur farmers 10 be shIor-t of provender
for catîle, when, by a litle cane, abundance
might he grown on lands that are voiv left
waste. When the season %vas tno far ad.
vanced to gnow a crop of grain that woul-1 be
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