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Ttis with a sorrowful heart, and a deep
8ense of bitter and overwhelming personal
loss, that we have to record this week the
death of another old and valued member of
the bench—Mr. Justice Torrance, who de-
barted this life very suddenly on the morn-
Ingof January 2. Mr. Justice Torrance had

1 suffering for a few days from an attack
of pneumonia, brought on, it is stated, by
9xposure while acting as pall-bearer at the
funeral of his old friend, Judge Ramsay, on
December. 24. The illness was not supposed

C serious, and he had recovered suffi-

glently on the following Thursday and
Friday to be able to read and write—we re-
ce1ved proof-sheets from him on Thursday
o’clxlﬁo:ﬁ;bu't on Bunday morning, at four
medici, T rising to take a draught of the
hote] ne which had been prescribed for him,
elell back and in s few minutes breathed

his last,
\ﬁw

Mr. Justi
faithio) ustice Torrance has done good and

oo yeaserwce on the bench during eigh-
mercantill‘s. ﬁ'L('mg o Droaghs & Jawyer in
Work © l; airs, he brought to his judicial
mereial profound acquaintance with com-
lod usage, a8 well as an intimate know-
ge of t.he 8cience of the law, and these
g;xl?lxﬁcatxons, combined with painstaking
iy uﬁ;eneg and unswerving conscientiousness,
e h}m pre-eminently a safe and satis-
factory judge. The writer succeeded to the
;::?:cy on the ed'itorial committee of the
e hte, created by his elevation to the bench
ghteen years ago, and during these eighteen
Years Jl}dge Torrance has been in constant
association with our work from week to
::Gk,jwe might almost say from day to
» Y. Bince the establishment of the Legal
ews, and later, of the Montreal Law Reports,
VI;: have regarded him, as well ag Judge
th‘ms'ay’ almost as a collaborateur. During
18 time, the manuser; pts of his judgments

¥

have invariably been committed to our hands,
and we have had the advantage, and the
privilege, of reading with care the thousand
opinions which have been the fruit of his
labours.

Looking back, at a moment when the
sense of personal bereavement is too keen
to permit us to express what we would
wish to say, three things principally present
themselves—over and above that conscien-
tiousness and devotion to duty which were
the ruling characteristics of the deceased.
The first is, that his decisions have stood the
test of appeal remarkably well. Without
being able to make actual count, we are
under the impression that Judge Torrance
has been reversed less frequently than any
other Judge of the Superior Court, and in
some cases in which he was overruled in
appeal, his decision was restored by the
Supreme Court of Canada or the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council.

A second point is the brevity and clearness
of his judgments. Lucid and concise in his
statoment of facts, and of the question to be
decided, the principle which applied was
clearly presented, and the conclusion fol-
lowed. The gift of brevity without ob-
scurity is an extremely valuable one, more
especially perhaps in a court of original
jurisdiction working at high pressure, and
this gift Mr. Justice Torrance possessed in a
remarkable degree.

The third point which presents itself at
the moment is his admirable lucidity in
dealing with questions of procedure. He did
much to evoke order out of the chaos into
which our system of procedure was thrown
by the crude and badly prepared code of
procedure. If he had sat alone as Practice
Judge he would soon, by his orderly habit of
mind, have built up a clear and consistent
system. His decisions are admirably framed,
and he shows in a hundred neat and pithy
rulings, that he would have made an excel-
lent codifier of the law of procedure,




