
TRE THACIING OF' B0IANSY IN PULIC SCIJOOLS.

cond.ary root-systerus, and the stores of vegretables iii any
ceilar always furnish specimens of mnodifications for the
storage of food, and illustrate the distinctions h)etwveei
undergerond stems and roots.

The main facts in regrard to, the vegretative orgran of the
plant having been acquired, the approach of spring with
its wilderness of easily-stndied, flowers affords abundant,
opportuuity for the discussion of most interesting topics,
such as the parts of the flowcr, the ifmct that ali are mnodi-
lied leaves, the fanctions of each floral orgran, and the
purpose of brighlt colours and sweet odours. Methods of
collecting, preserving an amîng plants Miay nlow be
demonsfrated. From the Iirst, however, children must be
taugrht titat the mere gratheringr and naminig of planits is
the least important part of the work. Plants should be
known as friends, their characters and habits as well
as th--i;L names heing carefülly studied. I>upils should lie
eilcourazed to take ca-,refuil note of every interesting obser-
vration, teo record the hours of the opening and clo'-singC of
flow,%ers, the first and Iast appearance of euch species, the
colours which predominate at various seasons, and the
habitat of every plant examined. Such points as well as
influences of soil, and exposure, the efièct of cultivation
upon species, and the distribution of plants may ho best
taught duringr excursions which every teacher should make
with her classes. Superstitions, legends, popuLar iiames,
the derivation of scientific iames with the history and
biorahy involved, and the economie uises of plants
grM l add to the interest of the lessons. The study of
botany may thus be made a pleasure and inspiration, and
imot the mere mnemorizingr of a mass of dry technicalities.-

A pupil, who has recemved sucli a preliiuinary training,
will find it no hardship te make au herborium duringr the

sumrholidays, «btwilI take anunceasing enrnti
searching for forms new to him. Each wayside weed ivili
eiîact for hîm an ever-fresh drama, his own home will sup-
ply an unending-r series of surprises, and romances well
wrorth the readingr will be found at every turi. The autumn
-,%il1 bringr back te school enthusiastic botanists wvith 1 rge
collections than required, and with minds and iiote-books
full of unanswered questions.

The work of the second year may begin. withl the study
of the somewhat diflicult families represented in an autumil


