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ecclesiastical rule (order) ; they iie net te beat themselves with
lcaded -%hips, and are te, confess if they go te the play in the
church-yard. This refers te, the Mir.acle Plays. Miracle
Plays set forth the lives of Saints; Mystery Plays deailt -%vith
Scripture Mysteries, as, for example, the Resurrection. At flrst
the actors -%vere cleries only, and Miiracle Pl,-ays formed a pwrt of
the Church service. Mystery Pliv. finally became very lengthy
and were written in sets. The chief towns in Engiadu, eto

te play them, yearly. They cmbraced the Bible .story from the
Greation. te the Day of Judgment, and lasted several days. They
did not die out until the draina had attained notoriety, and William
Shakespeare may have seen them Ucted at Coventry.

TUw rise of Aristotelian Pdlosoplty and Sciémne.-The revival
of litorature among Moslems soon feit in 1,Vest. Work among
Mfoslems done chiefly by exiled Grceks, by Christians and
by Jews. AI i amoun, son of Haroun ai Raschid, more zealous than
his father. The Arabs turned to the practical side of philosophy,
and preferred Aristetie te Plate. Avicenfla -%vrete a hundred philo-
sorhical works. Averroes made a fainous commentary on Anis-
totie, knewn as the Great Commentary. Mathematics, medicine,
and geography flourished; also astronorny. Wherever the Arabs
xvent they stimulated learning, notably in Spain. .Besides the rc-
vival of learning due te thcmn in the south of Europe and after-
wards brought te a focus lu Frederick's Sicilian court, they
quiekened Western imnagination by their strong characteristic-
a love of tales. (The IlThousand and Onie Tales " are proof.)
These gave a great impulse to, Proven çal or Troubadour love-songs, and
hence fostered the %,virit of Romance, wldch, by and by, assumes great
importance. lIt must bo remembered that the Crusades brought
Christian and Saracen inte immediate contact in the East, anid tb.t
the marvellous, was a favourite theme around the camp-tire.
The pepularity, aise, ef profound Arabian commentaters stimu-
Iated allegory.

lIn England science (mucli e? it inexact) deait with astreuemy
soon after the Conquest.. Athelard e? Bath, a traveller to h
Eiast, wrote "lQuestions iri Nature," (Latin> displaying miiéh
allegory. The Friai's lea-ve Iowvly things and takce te learning ;
become prominent at University of Oxford. Robert Grosseteste,
head of the Franciscans, writes allegorical philosophy. Ris pupii,
lROoEn BACON (1214-1292), a great Anistetelia«n, -%vrote, Ilopus


