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trust them, apprehend their blows and hate their tyranny. This
very secludedness and oppesition ‘must they bear as the just sanc-
tion of their gilt. But is that’ which they lose in sympathy ‘ever
compensated by their moral persuasive force? So they believe, and
that thought compensates them for the déep aversion they inspire.
Oh! no, they are not flatterers, and much pride do they take in'it.
Fearlessly do they give -their opinion-about anyone and anything,
and call it courage.. Unknown to them is the weakness of compro-
mise, for they uphold their opinion bravely to the last. Dare not
tmpose upon them, for they know how to command respect.” Obeyed
they must be!  With them resistance is useléss !t Al this tkey claim,
hut they err even in that, - o e

Among the peevish and sullén characters come are w;veu:k, whilst
othtrs are strong. Of those that are weak, a churlish humeur odds
nothing to their power. The strong do not, perhaps, lese the-eby
the decisiveness of their will power, but often find that the avenues
by which moral authority reaches success are closed to them, for to
nold command over ‘men, ‘first and above all, ‘the heart must be
reached. o ‘ o '

The weak, though less offensive than the peevish, have a de-
fective character, but in quite ancthe: way.  While the pecvish ex-
:{Spefﬂtc us by their leud-mouthed affirmotions, their brow-boeating
and arrogant pefsona_lity, the “‘soft,” effeminate and weak charac-
ters efface themselves so that they cendemn their lives to perfect
sterility, o ) ' v
‘ Weakness of character assumes  several aspects and forms.
Perhaps the lowest degree is observable when we are brought in
close touch with men absolutely incapable of conceiving clear and
precise. ideas, unacquainted with the desire for anything and un-
molested by the laudable pangs of a noble.ambition. ‘They are self-
constituted playthings, the toy of their fervid imagination,. the
““Teddy Bears’ of their misty velleities, which are as prolific. of
good as the sandy -acres of- Central Africa. _

- Yet, to the shame of our present “‘clear-sighted”’ society, those
every-body’s-friends, those “‘good old fellows,”’ are most popular.
* They are leaders! They sit gloriously in the Council Chamber

and preside over the destinies of the ‘‘humblier”’ portion of man-
kind. ' : ' ‘

Poor deluded fellows! Go forth ever-smiling angels of the
earth, self-winding gramophones, for, surely, designing villaing are



