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enemlies, ta ensure hier ultimate triumph. Shie lias used human
methods, and bier intellectual apostolate lias been done Iargely by
the ca aperation of chosen spirits raised up from time ta time by
Almighity God, men wvîth a mission far the epoch in wvhich they
lived. Thomias is ane af these.

When the eleventh century af the Church's l')ng fight ,.ith
Pratean errar had wvaned, she %vas fairly nîstress ai the situatian,

* and cauld laok back wvitbi pride an the gifted sans wvha had hielped
lier brave sa many dangers in the dark liaur, lier Justins and bier
Augustines. There was a luit in that starm ever ragingy against
lier, yet syniptoms wvere not wvanting af breakers ahead. Several
circumstances h-ad conspired ta produce a state af unrest in
the minds af menl, struggles betwveen King and Pope, the
Crusades, the commencement af scientific investigation and the
invasion af Greek and Eastern literature, ail had successîively
shocked the Western nations, the inquisitive Latin or Frank or

* Ceit, ta electrify them as it wvere, to a new intellectual activity,
* artificial unfortunateiy, a fictitious life, called the Renaissance.

The paladin gave wvay to tbe student in vouthful ideals af great-
* ness, and in the glamor of inexperience and the ardor fornovelty,

there wvas a danger, iliat many a bold entliusiast wvouId strand on
the barren reefs ai Greek pagan philosophy or Eastern naturalism.
For the teacbing ai the Greek relugees tended ta neglect the
thought for the material perfection or finish. The AImiglity knew

* the danger, and sav fit ta cail fortli a pilat, ta guide the erring,
craits ta the deep sea, on the hameward wvay. Thiat pilot wvas
Thomas Aquinas.

lie camne in the tiame of tbe new learning, in the name ai
* pbilosopby, that name wvhich had been used sa of'ten ta hide

attacks on truth. lie assinîilated the teachings ai the
aid teachers, and meditated an revelation, ta beconie in tbirty

*years the oracle ai the century. He pored aver the book of nature,
* manl. God and the wvorld, placed the boundaries hetween matter
* and spirit, sounded the mysteries of lfie and death, lie delved inta

psychology and logic, prabing tbe mysteriaus iiti*s of human
knowledge and hunian liberty; ail this lie dlid by taking Aristotle,
aole of the -greatest minds tlîe wvorld lias praduced, explaizîing him,


