
AUGUST 121h. î8e6.j THM-E CANADA PRES,.,YTERIANÇ.

ed great indignation ; but iithauit any knowlcdge ai thr
tactssise ait sale ila assertIng that Roman Catholics la Horion
or otherishere are fiai proselytizers. Coavenîs ta tht
Cathollc Chunch, excepi ishere she stretches forth ber band
(0 tht heatben, came ta ber hosomn voiuntarliv, and only
alter they have irecelved praper Instruction."

The Register frankiy acknowviedges that, " it is
%vithout ony kniowiedge of the lacts." This is un-
fortuinate. We should have expected that the
experience ai the editor would have taught himn the

impotance ai a knotvledge af bis facts before
wvriting upon a subject. Wc propose ta make him
acquainted with tht facts in tht case, a service
which ive have no doubt the courteous editar of
the Registcr tyil elcome.

In the first place the Missionary B3oard of the
Presbytcrîan Churcli daes fiat feel '«very indignant"
at the actiaon ai certain Roman Catholic priests in
Honan. It is certainiy grieved and disappointed
ai their action, but flot '«vcry indignant." Again
the mtter wvas flot up for considera-ion at the
meeting ai the Board whiclî lias becn lheid since
the neîvs referred ta reached it. The Reg-ster bas
been misinfarmcd.

Now as ta tht assertion it makes titat " Roman
Catholics in Honan or otherwhere are not prasely.
tisers." We shall acquaint it with somne facts anîd
leave it ia judge for itself, and for others ta judge,
if its assertion con bc maintained îith reçpecîta
Romnan Catholics in Honon at Ieast, that tht3'
"arceflot proselytisers," whatever may bc their
conduct othervhere. Presbyterian missionaries
have been at work for same years noîv in
Honan, and have bravely and patiently avercamne
many dangers and much opposition, and at length
having wvon the confidence ai tht people, have
baptized some converts and attracicd ta them-
selves many enquirers. Honan bias a population
ai several millions ai Chinese, disciples oi Coniti-
cius and idolaters. Wc should have no right ta
abject ta tht priesis ai Rame gaing among these
Chinese and endeavouring ta Christianize tht n
according ta their idea. But instead ai doing t'iis,
and iithout waiting for these enquirers ini aur mis-
sion ta go "'valuntarily ta tht bosoîn of Rome,"
bier piests have came ta them. Wiat abject could
they have ia passing by tht heathen Chinese and
going amongst tht enquirers at a Presbyterian
mission, if il ivas not ta proselytize ? They did
proselytize and veny suiccssaulIy 100ive admit.

In dealing with the heathen aur nissianaries iu
common wîth Protestant missionaries, Sa for as wre
k-nov iithout exception, have been exceedingiy
careful ta offer fia pccuniary or sei fishi personal
considerations of any kind whatsoever ta jndt,':e
the people ta forsake their aid faith and --dopt a
neiv. Wîth regard ta tht Roman Ca holic priests,
tht tacts are that, ta these enquirers alter light and
trulli at the Presbyterian Missian in Honan, they
have offered, nat simply tht gospel, the trutti about
the îvay ai salvation, and ncthing more. Passing by
tht "heathen," ta îvhar theReg7stersays theChurch
of Rame 'lstretches out lier bond," her prierits
<lialians) offened ta guard these eaquircrs from per-
secution, because as thcy ass'4red them, Protzst-
ants had no consuls or ambassadons iin China who
could pra:ect them ; offéed fret board ta those
%vho would came ta them ta study tht doctrine,
free education for their children, financiai aid, and
employment as far as possible, and other snch like
inducements. These are tht iacts. If this is flot
proselytizing, will tht Reisier be gaod enough ta
tell us what to a ou i? In the face ai these facts
ivili the Register stili maifitain thot "Roman
Caîhoiics-in Honon or othcrwhere are flot prose-
lytizers.",

We at once admit, ail Protestants do, tht lib-
erty and right ta Roman Cathoiics îvhich wve caimn
for ourseives, ta go anywhere and praclaimn and
ieach ivhat we corisiden ta be the truth an tht
most important of ail subjects ; but as there is a
tocît understanding among Protestant bodies not
ta inerfere with each other's wark ini heathen lands
sa it might bc expected that wvhere thtire are

*~millions ai heathen ta whom they could go, Roman
Catholic iissianaries would preler ta go ta them
rather thon ta enqilirers in a Presbyterian mission.
Thi-, however, they have nat dont, an d tht Rcgistcr
would have us believe that in this there was fia
desire ta proselytize. We confess this is difficuit.

In continuation, in its article, tht Regis-te'r applies
ta Prcsbyterions, because of aur French Evangeli-
zation wc'rk, tht "'Tu quaque " argument, and seeks
ta cast upon aur work the stigmia, wvhich apparent-
lyit considers peculiarly od:ous,ofpraselytizing. For
aur part we cannot set it ta bc sa odiaus a thing to
try in a legitimate way ta bring ta ýtht right our

Preîich Roman Cathilc fllow-citizi
we believe to bc ini die rong, j
prlCsts and bishops of Rame in Etigland
ta bring inta the right wvay those Protesi
they naw believe ta be in the %vrong.
spected cantcmparary %ve :vauld subr
scarcely just ar truthful, wlien iii ai
Mantreal we make public provision far

- French students whao may choose ti
wl en we openly affer aur Pointe-a:
..Jiools ta alil caners wha, are willing tc
tcl.-knawvn conditions, tvhen we public
churches and thraw apen their doors tc
their own accard desire ta attend ther
freely affer scriptures for sale ta al vl
buy ; it is, wve repeat, scarcely just or tru
of such a mode af working that,-i
Canadian Mission kecps slinking a](
obscure path of proselvtiz'ation."
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lis the qUieiness uft is qUaint aid cîty oai
jus: fini5hed reading Dr. asns new volume
o/ the Master." The tact that it is tram th
autour ut " Beàtdc the fBonnie Irer Bush " is
secure it a wide circulation. It bas aiready
sîderable stir in Britain, remindtng one of ti
by the publication of two books that are now
tioneci, Strauss' Leben fent and Renans ron
Lite ai Christ.

The style af Dr. Watson's volume is bril
ciaating, passessing the attraction ofliîterary fis
Somtewha: îonotanously autithetical and eni
matic. As ta method, the book is laid out in fif
wth epgrammatic beadings, sufficlently gener
ta aiiow tht wrter t0 Say any siaon or mysti(
cornes ta bis mind. lit thus discusses Jesus
Teacher, the developmnent af truth, the soi
character, ageleus fle, sin an oct of selt.wil
spirituial gravitation, etc., etc.

Lagicat consistency and the lavis oaimdt
litile account witb Dr. Wat.%on. ilaprosecutt
inqulry which bc undertakes, ont wauld e>l
cotîecc and calniiy weig-h ail relevant facts bel
ing sweepIng geucralizations. Cor. ion faha'e
tis:c treatinent af any subject demands tbis n
stead ai tis, vital sources of authentic iniara
liberateiy exctuded. Tht Old Testament and
of tht aposties are laid aside, and wîth tht avc
ai putting special honour upons Christ we are
cept an arbitrary selection tram tht gospels,e
Sermon on the Mount, as giving a fuit intetprt
mind.

ht is somewhat difficult ta say with precisior
af authority any af the sacred writers, or ever
self, possesses in the eyes af Dr. Watson.
studied vagueness an tht subject af their ki
Inspiration. 0f Jesus he says (p. 27): "0
the face ai the words that jesus maket .-mast
also a most guardcd cdaim as tht praphet at Gc
neot assert that be bas campassed tht iength ai
hîiinan knowiedge. Vast domains were leitt
Tesus, and any ot wha gots ta aur Master fia
say in science or philosophy, can only bc dîsa;

Tbîs Is a circuitous charge of Ignorance aga
whom are bîd ail the tre 'res ai wisdomn and
(Cal si. 3) withoat sptciy. .g tht extent. Indes
questloned whether Dr. Warso's estimatec
and attaîiments af tht Redeemer is oîuch big]
ai tht aid Aians and Socinians, in spîte ai the
in certain tarms he tavîshes upan Hîm. Q1 th
ment i s said, "lOnt part is less than Chnistiai
ragated and disappears-repiaced by jesus." W
what ibis less than Christian part is that disa
readers must use their own dîscretion in detetir
tht Htebrew Scriptares. Nor are tbh.y :aught
specialiy any part af tht Word, for tht writer.
and New Testament are classified along witl
antiquity and louniders af false religians: IlEve
tht arst order bas bis own message and It crysi
favourite idea. Wh Moses tht auling tdea v
Confucius, it: ias moratîy ; wiîb Buddba, it m
tion; with Mohammned, it was God ; witb So
soul; with tht Master, il was the klngdom ci
319-)

These, af course, are al "lprophets af the
Confucius, Buddha, Mohammed and Sacrate
lesus. They are ail placed in tht samte categ
dinate in tht exercise af prophetic fonctions-
sheds ligbr upon Dr. Watson's view ai inspira
therefore bc gaod and commendable ta foliow
af any ane af these prophets "aio tht first arc
sa, ait any rate, cannat Issue lna min In tis warl
for we are soiemniy assured that IlDoctrines a
may have saine slight support In passages, for
tht Oid Testament and the Epistles, wresied1
part tram tht context and general spirit oi tl
they have none ln tht dîscourses of jesus. i
out afithe uine ofJcsus' thougbt, branches tied a
witbtrlng and rcady for the burning." (P, 31-)

Wbat carn be more reckiess thon ibis sta
offer It as a fair exposition af tht mid ai ti

'"Thebli ad orhe mater," hy 1ev. Jhnvaion, D.D
Toronto : Ficming H. Rtvel Co. 140,3I42YOOgC st.

zens whom persans who can read fils words for themseivcs ln tht
Just -s the wen,î,,tbird chapter a1 Matthew and eisewhert ln tht
;uSt S the gospels, stemis littie short ai audnciau'qIimpertinence. JI

iarc trying is thîs sort oi shallaw, flippant dogmnatismi in navets and
tants :vham quasi.tbeologlcal books that docs incalculable injuty ta tht
To aur re- Venuanad ta unwary, easy-gaîng peuple ai ail classes.

nit tlhat, it r he hs er ta re.ad the Word af God, taking the saint
arratabl liertis wih I, until lits warnings and lessons

ur college inl ce'ase ta be ai practical farce and value ta tbem. Definîte
ýr instructing doctrinal teachtng becomes rhpuisive ta thein, and ench une
o attend it ; extemporîzes bis awn creed. 'This is in Une with tht trend
ix-Trembles ai Dr. Watson's thougbt. Ht secins ta have a standing

acceptait c resanconfssions, and neyer loses a chance ai

cly establish scribed the best oi them, tht Westminster Confession, and,
.o ail îvho af stili more, how bc aov manages honestiy ta keep ta bis sub.
mn, \-lien wve scription. Character is everything with hlm. It Is far
ho choose ta squperior ta theology. B3ut he forgets that he cannai have a

pure and strong character without truth, and without tht
'utiul ta say acceptance of a definite creed. Character is tht outcome
the French ai hanest belief. What a man helieves conceinlng God and
long in the Christ and thtefioly Spirit, concerning the rewards and

punishinents ai urne and eternlty Rots ta make up the warp
and tht wooi ofbis character. A pure creed bonisl held

-- - and actcd upan 15 îuseparable from a holy Ilie ; and a god-
less immoral creed slncerely llved out prodtices a chn&.actertues. corresponding with lis articles.

There Is no fluaiy, says aur author, ln theology. Ont
-- age builds up doctrine and tht next pulls It dowa. There

are onîy I"tisa departnients ln which tht humain mind can
arrive at certainty ; ont Is pure mathematics and the aiher

D D., LL.D. Is ethlcs (p. 6o). Havlog said tbis, with cbaracteristic
facility la contradicting himseit, he tells us, on tht saine page,
as If demanstrating tht very opposite, tht utier uncertainty

Chester 1 have ai ethicai deliverances, thai la "lont century a Christian is
e, I The Mittd burned because he dues nlot believe in mass, and in tht next
ht pen af the another Is executed becausehec dots."
s sufsedcn- Tht doctrines ai sin and atanement are handled wlih
he coisedmade tht saine dlsregard af BiblIcol tacts and pnînciples character-
Y osem;mae istic ai maoy parts ai the book. Our tederal relation ta

smneon mca- Adain is denied. Our sinful state by nature lis regardtd as
mance n ththaving na juridical connection with bis primat transgres.

liant and las- sion. On itiis point there Is ditherence and conflîct heîwecn
inish, althougb Christ and Paul, but tht Moster's view is supreme. It isas
ninentiy dog. tht Aposie and flot Jesus wbo tought thatIl"by the ofience

ifien g aiers ?ne judgment came upon ait men ta condemnatan" This
,ratend chaters is Pouline doctrine, but hI as never sanctîaned by tht Rt.

cal thlng that deemer. Sa ise are told. "lhI is always a startling transi-
s aur Suprm tion," says aur author, Ilfrorn tht theologians ta Jesus, and
îvereignty of it gives ont pause that tht supreme Teacher of religion
il, the îaw ai did net deliver Hlmself on original sin. But il is a tact,

and Jesus hait His reasans. For ane uhing, any insistence
lction art ai an heredity would have depreclated respaasibility, and fesais

tAng he gave held everv mon ta bis own sn." (P. 93.) "With Jesus,
iagc thit aetram first ta lasi sin is selfishntss." (p. 98.) 'Smi s a de.
-fpecthienne. liberate mîschoice," tht cholce af the worid instead ai God.
les ansnounc- Jesus aiso belleved that smi as a mistake." (P. <97.)i

nuch. But in- But Dr. Watson fais ta tell us that john said, "lSmi s
nation are de. tht transgression af tht law,'"IlHt that commîîîetb sin is
a tht wrîtings ai tht dcvil I "(i John iii) ; and that Jesus said ta tht Jews,
rowed puroose IlVe are af your father tht devi), and tht lusîs ai Vour

asked father ye isill do. Ht was a murderer tram tht beginalng
especially tht and abotte not lu tht truth, hecause thtrt Is no truth in hum.
e:taion ai bis When bc speaketb a lie, he spcaketh ai bis aivo ; for bc is

a Ilio, and tht father afili." (John viii. 44.)
)n ishai degret Is it fron these and monv similar siotements that Dr.
n jestîs lMai Watson Inters thatIl"Jesus aiso believed that sin was a mis.
Ht observes take ?" Was Bils inspired apostle ai the same mida shen
owltdge and fit soid, Il Wbosoever hatetî bis brother is o murderer;
ne notices in and ye know that no murderer bath eternal Ilte abiding in
it distinct and hum ?" (i John liti. 15.) Is murder oniy a mistake ?
;od. Ht dots Thase isho trille with sin, and minimise and excuse ilis
,nd breadth ai batefiness and criminality before God are led by logîcal
untouched by nectsslty ta depreciate Ilis God-given remedy. Il in l s
or Instruction, noihing but"I selishntss " and "la misiake," iben ChnIst's
ippointed." mission isas simuly ta remave the selishntss and correct tht

ainst ir Im in mistake. This Ht dia by His patent lessons and example,
d knowledge " net by tht sbedding ai Bis blood, or givlng Himself a
ctd, It may be ransomn for many. His death, hit s truc, confirmed and en-
ai tht persan farccd Ris tessons ; but was la no juridical stase an atonte-
her thon ibat ment or satisfaction ta outraged justice, This ls the
e praise which Socinian 'vw, and Dr. Waîson's as istil. He bas
bce Old Testa- produced nothîng new la ibis respect. Ht says, Il Jesus
an-that is ah- proposed ta ransom the race, net by paying a price ta tht
Ve are net told dcvii or ta Gad, but by baostaing tht grip af in o n tht
ýapptared, and heart and reiniarcing tht ilI. Tht service ai Bas UIt and
ing portions ai tht sacrifice ai His death wauid infuse a spiriloto human-
ifta reverence hîy, and be lis regentratian."1 (p. i04.)
s oi bath Old But dots net Dr. Watson know that Il God bath set Hlm
h the sages ai forth ta bc a propitiation ihrough faith la His blaad, ta de-
ýery 'rpeta clore Ris righteousness for tht remission ai sins ?"' And
stailiss oaa that Ht"Il hraugb tht eternal Spiri affered Hlinstit isithaut
was lais ; ivith spot ta God, ta purge aur conscience fmom dtad works ta
eas Renuncia- serve tht living God" ThatIl"Ht mode Hlm ta be sin fer
ocrates, il was us isho knew fia sin that ise might be mode tht nîghteous-
f Gad." (p. ness ai God la Hlm." Thai tht loosening ai tht gnip ai sin

Is effecced by Ris blood. IlUnto Hlmn that loveth us, and
first order." loosed us from aur sins by Ris blood." (Rev. i. 5.) Tht

ess we st Otheaiogy that bas ibis great truth, which isas tought hy the
ýgry as ca-or- lips ai tht Master and His apostles, for is alpha and amnega,
-a tact which Is aont productive af spiritual lite and entrgy, and that
ation. It may which Ignores it is dishanoring ta God and a blight upon
v tht teaching Christian and pagan lands. I cannai therciore but express
rder." Ta do my emphatic proiest against any book in sa far as it sl:ghts
Id or the next, tht central doctrine ai tht gospel that Christ Is Il tht pro.
of reprabatlon pitiation for aur sins ; and net for ours anly, but aise for
ýr Instance, ai the whoît world."
for tht mast ho this bncIe notice of tht volume belote me lits excel-
be wrttr, but lencles have flot heen i.nentioned, for bave its theabagîcai
rhey are ideas eccentriclîles and blernishes been by any means tully in-
n ta the vine, dicated, but perhaps enough bas been sald ta show tlht need

itemeot? ofaiconstantly appeaiing ta tht Word as aur intallible guide.atemnt? c IlTo tht law and ta thetiestimany ; if they speak not ac-te Master ta cordlng ta ibis word, hif s becau:;e there Is no ligbt la ibein."
(La. Viii. 20.)

,. (In MaciOjen). Chester, England, July 9th, 1896.

525


