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gave in the report of the commiltee ‘on what
constitutes a family for statistical purposes as
follows: 1. \Whereas, contributions are voted
per family, it is necessaty to have some uni-
form basis of calculation. 2. Whereas, there isno
such basis, the following be taken as a work.
ing basis for statistical purpases: (a) That when
the busband and wife are members in full commun-
ion, they be considered, as at present, one family,
(") That when neither the husband nor wife ate
members, but both adherents, paying into the
schemes, and otherwise taking or showing aninter-
est in the schiemes of the Presbyterian Church, they
be considered one family. {c) That when only the
husband or wife is a member, the family be consid-
ered as one, but where individual members or ad-
hetents, other than the head of a household, contn-
butiog towards the support of the church, four of
these constitute one family. The report was receiv-
ed and adopted. Mr. Little laid on the table and
tcad a petition from Ilderton, requesting to be organ-.
ized into a separate congregation, in conaection
with Eqglish Settlement.  The petition was signed
by 36 members and 27 adherents. There was also
a subscription list amounting to $219. Mr Charl-
ton, elder, supported the petition. It wasagreed to
receive the petition, and cite all interested congre-
gaticns to the next meeting of Presbytery. The
Home Mission half-yearly report was given in, and
the Convener authorized to apply for the graots
specified for the augmented charges. Calls from
Gleacoe, London East, Port Stanley, Tempo and
South Delawate, were duly read and sustained.
The fitst two of these were accepted by telegram,
and the third on the floor of the Presbytery  The
ministers called are . Mi. Ross to Glencos, and
Mr. D. Robertson to London East, aand Mi. Court-
ney to Port Stanley.  Mr. John Cursie, as Conven-
et of Committee on Remits, gave in the report on
the Hymnal, which, after several secommeadations
were considered, was agreed to The consideratiut of
the remaindsr was Jaid over till next meeting of Pres-
bytery. The Presbytety nominated Dr. G L. Me-
Kay. of Formosa, as moderatur of next General As.
sembly. —GEURGE NEETHURLAND, Clerk

Prechytery of Barrnie met at Barnicon jan. sotb.
Afr. Findlay was clected moderator for next six
months. The report of the Commattee appointed
10 vist some of the congregations with the view
of their being re-arrapged, recommend that Cooks-
town be united to Townline and Ivy , wasadopted.
The recommendation was also adooted, that fusther
enquiry be made as 10 the expediency of uniting
Everett with Black Bank and Airlie, so that they
may have the services of an orduined minister. A
call frum Elmiale, and Kaox Church, 1 lus, to the
Rev. J. McNeil, of Uptergrove and Longford, was
sustaioed. The Rev. A. MacDonald teadered his
resignation  of the charge of West Nottawasaga,
St. Andrew’s and Dunttoon. The zesigoation was
laid over to next ordinary meeting, the sessions
and congrepations 10 be cited. A rcsolution rela
uve to the death of the Rev. George Craw, on the
17th January, was adopited. a cupy to be sent to the
family of the deccased. The consideration of the
remuts of the General Assemlly were sesumed.
That on the revision of the hymnal was considered
in connection with a full repert preseated by M
Mcleod. As amended and adopted. the repont
rccommends that the entire Psalier be ancluded 1n
the new Book 0 Peaise, and that the present ver-
sion be retained.even when new versions of some
Paalms are given, until the church indicates her
mind more clearly that the present versiuo has be
«ome obsolete.  Selec.jons from the Paraphrases be
g incorpatated with the bymn book, and the
waission of some of the hymas in the presznt book
ate approved cf . also the publication of a séparate
book as the children’s hymnal, and the insecrtion of
some of the children’s hymns into the church
hymnal. With 1cpard to the new hymas subant-
ted by the Assembly’'s Commuttee, 3t is found that
maay of them are unsuitable for our congregations ;
that the topics ergbraced are 190 limited . that
100 mzay are of difticolt metzes; that hymas in dia
icct shonid be omitted. It 1s sugpested for consid-
cration of the Assembly’s Committee, that there
shoald bz marc hymns telating to the characier and
daties of Chnisiians, and some for use in evangehistic
scrvice, and that indices of topics and teats be pre-
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pated. The report further urges that the committee
canuot prepare a thoroughly digested report to next
Gcnem‘)As:cmby; that as in other churches, time
be taken for the purpose ; that in the interest of the
work one or two years more be spent upon it.  Dr,
McDonald, of Seaforth, was nominated as mode
rator of the next General Assembly. —Ronrgr
Moopie, Clerk.

A meeting uf the Kingston Presbytery opened,
m St. Andrew’s Hall, January 23td, at half-past

three. the Moderator, Rev. j. Lyall George,
of Belleville, presiding, Rev. lohn  bunon,
of Toronte, addressed the Presbytery and

asked that ins name be placed on the appendix to
the Presbytery’s roll, thereby recogmuzing tus status
as a mimster of the Presbytenian Church. A
number of years ago Mr. Burton, who was then in
charge of the John Street Presbylerian Church,
Belleville, reccived and accepted a call from the
congregration  of the Northern Congrepational
Church in Toronto, and his name was thereafter
omitted from the list of Presbyterian mnisters.
He claimed that while pastor of the Norihern Con-
gregational Church, he had formed no ecclesiastical
connection with that body, but had remaihed a
Presbyterian.  He had since given up his pastor-
ate of the Congregational Church and desired to be
recognized by the Presbylery as a Presbyterian
mibister so that he could accept any call that
might be given him. Principal Grant. of Queen’s
College, said that Mr. Burton's request was quile
reasonable ; that at a previous meeung of the Pres-
bytery keld at Madoc he (Mr. Burton) had wnuen,
stating lus wish to be looked upon asa Fresbyrer-
ian, as, when he took charge of the Congrepational
Church in Toronto, he did not change his religious
views, and he had asked that his letter be filed
Panapal Grant moved that ** The Presbytery
having heard Mr. Burton's statement, teceve at,
and urder 1t to be kept in retentss. Atthe same time
they express tbeir gratification that Mr. Burtoa s
agan o a position to renew hus mimisteual work
in connection with the Presbytery. and secing that
hisname was through inadvertence ot placed on
the appendix to the roll, wnstruct the clerk to place
it there and report to the General Assembly. '
This motion was seconded by the clerk, Rev. W. T.
Wilkins, and carned unanimously. [he repors
of the committee on the relation of colleges to the
church was then discassed, and in coonzction with
that report that portion of the report of the trustees
of Queen’s University, bearing on the closer rela-
tions of the Theological faculty to the church, was
coasideted. Principal Grant, after making a few
remarks cuncerniog the methods heretofuze adupted
io making appointments to the chaits of theology,
moved that ** The Presbytery haviog considered
the remit, contaimog the report of the committee
on the iclation of the colleges 1o the church, and
that portion of the report of the trustees of Queen's
University, that bears on the closer relations of the
Theological faculty to the chusch, sce no necessily
for absolute uniformity in making appointments to
Theological chairs, but would prefer that t'e
history and tiadilions of each insti wiion, and the
desites of its founders and benefactors should be
respected, and the historical continuity of each
college thus be preserved. The Precbytery also
records its appreciation of the conduct uf the Trus-
tees of Queen’s University in propusiag to secure
by lcgislation such modincation of the Royal
charter of the University as shall give to the
General Assembly the sight of veto in the appuint
ment of Theological professors, the propusal being
as shown in the repart—not only in accordance
with the spirit of the charter, hut secaning that no
appointment shall be made of which the General
Assembly does not approve. * This mauon was
seconded by Rev. H. Gracey snd carried. without
a dissenting voice. The questron of revising the
hymnal was then taken up. Professor Dyde said
that 1n view of the conclusion be had arnved at,
he would move that * sclections only from the
Psalms be included in the book of praise.” Res.
M. McGiliivray seconded the mouon. Kes. L.
Mackie moved in amendment that the entire
Psalter be retained. The amendment was second.
ed bylRev. Me. Gracey. The amendment proposed
by Mr Mackic separiing the setestion of the entire
Psalter in the Book of Praise, was carried. It will
therefore be recommended that the Psalter be kept
entire, be placed at the bepinning of the book. and
be numbered io common figures like the Hlymnal.
The Presbytery then took up the revision of the
iiymoal, with repard tu the hymas and para-
phrases. Each sclection having a place in the
Hymaal at present, was discussed with respect to
whether 1t should be retained in the new book, or
struck out. This part of the Presbytery’s buciness
is sull recaviog attention, and when the whole
Hymnal has been gone over, and cach hyma and
paraphrase discussed, = report will be made, speci-
fying those which the Presbylery will recommead
t0 be retained. The report of the Home Mission
Commitice was sabmitied by Rev. Mz:. McLean,
conveact. It showed the condition of each field,
and set forth 1a reports from the statements who
had labored 1o those ficlds, and certain other 13-
foimation conceraing the wotk. The report was
received and the committee thanked for the dilig-
ence shown.

YEAR OF GREAT AND UNIRECE.
DENTED PROSPERITY.

Tho thirteenth Annual Meoting of the Motth
American Lifo was held at the hoad otfice, 22 to0 U8
King St West, Toronto, on Thursday, the 25th of
January, apwhich there was a large and influgntial
attondance. The report shows that 1823 was its
most successfal year.  Thoinsurance written was in
oxcess of any previous yoar, whilo the terminatinns
showad a docresse, an excellent featare, and the
total amotat of insurance in force reached’ the large
smount of $13,220,102. A substantial increats was
made in interest Toctipts, and tho amount recoivod
from that “source was mone than sufficient to meet
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all doath and eadowment claims, also payments to
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. |
.‘\'P_T REXCPEDING FOUR LINEX 25 CENTSN.

DIRD.

At North Keopel, on 23th Jan, Genrge Sunth
Roland, aged 21 years, youngest son of the late
Rev. John Straith.

annuitants duting the yuar. A very lange additon
was made to the reserve and surplus funds, bemng
over 38 ver cent. of the vears mcome. The addi
tion made to the net surplus oxceeds that of any
former year, and agyregates the relativoly large sun
of 3247,062.26

sununry of the full Huanetal statenent sud
bnlance sheet for the thmnetal yensr ending
Decenber S0th, 1598

axh Incone . ceee e o 4825

%xpeuditure (including death clanus, ¥ 485 s

endowments, profits aud all jay

ments to policy-holdera) . 216,792 4%
Ansets . 1,703,451
Regerve Fuund . ... 1,319,310 00

Net Surplus for policy-holders.
Audited and found correct.
Jangs Canevee, M D
Anditor

297,062 24

Wintiax MceCang,
Managing irectar

‘'he veport of the Consnlting Actuary, Mr, V.
1. Stasden, weid nisen nnas an ensment authonity, went
vory fully 1t the position of atfiirs of the Company
and 1 tendering bas congratulations to all those con
nected with it fur the excellent position it had at
tained he stated it was pratifving to him te azun
rep et that the act d ot ants b was abide Lo aige.
cate £ investiment ]m“l'il‘u maturing n TN, W
axcess of the sstimated resalts in the 1w L § oxtj
materin use by the Companv's azents.  He connid-
erad it & matter of encourarement thut ihsurers nhoou
ed such a marked preterence for the Cumpany's
twenty year ihsestiment plan of msurance, as under
that tourin of msurance 8 was ftlkely that more satys.
factury results weald e gisven to policy-Solders than
almost vl any ther plan of insurance. In conclu-
Kk, ho nth} that the wellent condition of the
Comnpany and it tinancial mana.cment is an augury
of future strength, hawd npan 2 business that ay.
pears to he eminently satifactory in every detail
and requirement.  The Proxident, \Mr John 71,
Blaikie, inmoving the adoption of the report, mads
an aduirable address, He referred ta the extraos-
dinary financial disturbances in wany countriex, and
especially 1n the neighburing Republic, and said e |
was wause [0 congeatulation that vut wan unancial |
institutions remained in such splendid conditiun, and
that so many of them were showing auch marked
progress, even during such a period of depreasion
In the case of the North American Life, he pointed
ont that last year had been the mnost successful in °
the Company s history, and made a comparison with -
the standing five years ago and at the closo of 1593,
The pragress dunng that short penod of time had
had leen svmethiny rewarkavle, fur instance the
ansets have increased Ly 151 per cent., the insurance
o foree Ly sixty seven per vent., the cash aneome Ly
seventy-five per cent. and_the surplas in which the |
policy-holders are most interested, has made the
wonderful increase of 481 percent 1o dawing at-
tention to this great increase in surplus the presi -
dent pointed aut that the aim was to make it a poliey
holders company, and trom the results thov had al- -
ready paid poticy-holders, 1t was felt they had sucs 1
coeded in doing this, and morcover, from the posie .
tiun attained by the cumgany, there was no reasvn
why it could aut Jo as well fur its pulicy-halders, of
not better, than any .ther company. To illustrate
thi« he L inted it that the North American Life
during the past year kad put Iy 4. its reserve and
wurplus fifty-cight per cent. of its income, whereas
from: the figures obtainahle from the last official re-
ports, there was 10 American or Canadian Company
who had been able to thow the like result of saving
in one year. Tho companies included in this com.
parivon were the leading American Compamer doing
Yusiness in this country.

President Blaikie, 1n concluding Lis speech, im-
pressed upeuns Lis hearers ths fact that antwithstand-
ing the large increace in lusiness it had all been
accomphished at a reduction in the ratio of expense,
which iv in «trong contrast to somne of tho large com-
panies. whose expensces instead of showing any re- !
duction show a great increase, AVl of which is detri- |
wental to the palicy-holders.  Vice-President, Hon. |
G. W.\lan, in seconding the sesolution, said he sally l
concurred in the able remarks of the prosident as
to the great progresasnd success of the Nurth Amer-
ican Life.  Me xaid that he felt proud indeed that
they had xucceeded in building up such a succeseful
institution as the North American Life. Ho refer-
red invery kind terms to tho late lamented Presi-
dent, the Hun, Alex. MacKenzie, and told these
present how, althongh the dec gentleman was
f late in fechle hiealth, hie freely gave tho Company |
the binefit of his great ability and excellent judg- |
ment.

On the motion of sccond Vice.Uresident, J. K. !
Kerr, Q.C., seconded by Win. Lount, Q.C., the
allocation of wrofita o policies in the investment ,
clars maturning in 18, as reportvd by the Consalt. |
ing Artuary was adopted

Mr James Seatt, Merchant, aad Director of the
Domioion Bank, in moving » resolution of thanks
3 the Gompany's auditor, which was reconded by |
Mr. John Drynan, Dircctor of the Traders' Bank, '
said that he had given a great deal of time and at.
tention to the Company™s investments, and had at
the close of the year mmade a carcful investigation
of the rame. Ho {ound that all theinvestinents were
made on 2 maat conservativo hasin, that the interest |
wax well paid, and, moreaver, he did not seo that s
thete was any likelihood of the Company's invest. !
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menta resuiting 1in any toss, He mentioned that
the amount of vutstanding interest was small, n
tact 1t wtuy ascraged abuut ¢ of one per cent. of the
total cash investments of the Company, and when
cumnpared with uther financial institations it would
be found that this was an exceedingly favourable
showing, and fully Jdemonstrated what he said ax
20 the excellent investinents held by the Company.

The Right Rev  Bishop Camphbell, in moving a
vate of thanks to the Direcctors, Officers, Agents,
etc.. vatd that hewas one of the oldest pohicy-hold-
crs 1n the Company, 1n fact he held almost all his
insurance 1n the North Amencan Lafe, aud having
been sumewhat intinately connected with 1ts work.
ing and knowing well the insude management of
1t, saul it afforded him very much picasure in being
presant and bearing testimony to the groat care
and skill that has always been shown iu themanago-
ment of the Company.

Hon. S. C. Biggs, Q.C.. scconded the mation,
and in doime so said :

** \When things are well it 1a perhaps well to ro-
wawn quict.  Itis perhaps asgood a testimony ax 1
could 2ivo of my satinfaction, yet :if any expression
in words is nceded I am glad to support the resoln.
tion, for if anything can pleasc a policy-holder it is
to know that his anvestment is a good ane, that
evervthing pertaining to it in upon the soundest
and med cconmnical lasis, and fromn the report
which 1 have hieand tedas, Lam satistied that the
Company is conducted upon thoee ronnd business
l:rin:iplts which cnable a policy-halder tnsleep easy,
cnewing thataf he never wakes up the amonnt of
his snsuranco will be paid o his tamily at any rate.
Perhiaps thas uvught to be envugh to say about auny
investment, but L think that the energy with which
the dicect i hare cunducted the husinoss of the
Cump.any and the iine showng that they have made
in their surplus should give courage to all their
agents and friznds and be a great inducement to
others to follaw my example and take as large a
1 licy as they can in this Company.”

Hearty voles of thanks wero tenderad tho boand,
officors and azents of the Company. and at a sub.
requent meeting of the newly clected board, AMr
John T.. Blaikie was unanimously re-elec Pra.
rident, and Hon. G. W. Allan andJ. K. Kerr, Q.C.
Vica-Presidents.
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