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Pastot and People.

—

< THE LIFRE INDEED.

BY JONN A. CLARK,

1 will come again, and will reczive you unto

Iflgo . .
Myself.—John xiv. 3
The angel stood beside my bed,

tis shadow lay along the flovr,
The summer sun, affrighted, fled,
The bitds ceased singing ronnd the door,

*Twas like a Sabbath day—so still
The air, the very breese was dead.

Facing rlusk Death my hand fell chill,
My fAuttering spisit fain had fled,

Death's hand reached out te take my soul,
And clutched me closely to his breast.

With new-found life I cried: Unroll
Thy wrappings that I face thee, guest,

He swept the mantle from His face,

For joy I almost died once more,
Familiar features, former grace,

A thora-crowned face was leaning o'er.

The face of Chrivt, whose eyes of love
Ate lakes of beauly, calm and kind,

Areshining skies that float above,
Havens of test for tired mankind.

London, December 21, 1800.

SABBATH SCHOOLS AND THE MISSIONARY
SPIRIT.

BY REV. A. E WINCHESTER, BERLIN,

The question takes for granted that we possess at least
the grzrm of that spirit—that it is possible and that it is desir-
able to develop the same in the children. Again, our subject
limits the enquiry to the Sabbath school as an organization
without dealing specially with the individual teacher in rela-
tion 1o his class. Ia other words we are at present concerned
only about concerted action, not individual effort, although in
a sense the latter must be included. The question, then, is :
“ What can the officers, teachers and scholars of a given Sab-
bath school do to develop a missionary spirit in that school ¥

What do we mean by a missionary spirit ? The answer
to this question is all-important and must determine and limit
the methods to be adoqted in the effort to develop that spirit.
Do we mean by the * missionary spirit” an atmosphere of
interest in the labours, struggies or successes of the mis.
sioner ? Or of sympathy for the hopeless benighted people
to whom he carries the blessed Word of Life? Or do we
mean the spirit of self-denial which takes “of its own ” and
consecrates it to this service? Or the spirit of enterprise that
is increasingly eager to devise the newest and most success.
ful methods of obtaining funds to advance the interests of the
missionary cause ? It is emphatically none of these—nor do
all these combined constitute the missionary spirit, a vast
number of Christians to the contrary notwithstanding. Pro-
ceeding on that false hpyothesis we may by a pumped-up
enthusiasm prod lagging souls to assist in furthering the mis-
sionary enterprise, but the effort will be iaboured, spasmodic,
dissipating, and unless over-ruled must result in conspicuous
failure.

Missionary zeal thus engendered s an inflated bubble, a
shell without a kernel, a body without a spirit, an enterprise
without a sustaining principle, without an adequate, inspiring
motive.

Having stated thus briefly what the “missionary spirit »
isnot, I proceed to state the positive side of the question.
The missionary spirit is in briefest terms “‘the spirit of
Christ” (and if we have not the spirit of Christ—whatever
else we may have or may do—*" we are none of His.") There-
fore to begin with ‘interest,” or ‘sympathy,” or *self-
denial,” or “ labours abundant,” is to make a fundamental
and fatal blunder. These things must be fruits, not roots.
To begin with these things is like galvanizing a corpse with
the hope of bringing life tothedead. We need first the spirit
of Christ. What isthe spirit of Christ? We may, and rightly
so, define it as the spirit of obedience, thz spirit of prayer
and of living self-sacrifice. “ Lo! I come; in the volume of
the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O my
God.” Psalm xl. 8. *“For Icame down from heaven, not to
do Mine own will but the will of Him that sent Me.” * There-
fore doth the Father love Me because I lay down my lite.”
That this should be our spirit is beyoad question for the
Master hath said: “*As the Father hath sent Me so sead 1
you” ¢ Ifye love Me keep My commandments.”

Out from the plane of human history springs this myster-
jous Person, the peerless pattern of all worthy existence.

There in the Scriptures He stands out against heaven’s infin-
ite azure visible to all the ages. Lookto Jesus! Follow
Him as He yields His Bethlehem, His Nazareth, His Beth.
any and His Calvary without reserve to the Fatherand we get
a hint of the * missionary spirit.” But so looking we would
still get but a bint, nothing more. For it is not a question of
knowledge or of ignorance, of crude or of perfect plans, of
niggardliness or of generosity, buta question of purpose—
and more, a question of a grand masterful motive within—a
question of an indwelling spirit and life above the natural
“ Know ye not that ye are the temple of the Holy Ghost
and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you? ” Embodiment is
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a lawoflifs, Sofarindeed as we can know, it is a necessity of
life. 1 would be careful not to dogmatize zoncerning the neces.
sily of the Divine life being embodied, yet it is written :
 Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness;
God was manifest in the flesh.” And not only so, but " In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” And “In Him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily.,” Of course we are all cogniz-
ant of the fact that ** an incarnate Deity in order to an aton-
ing Saviour™ is the germ out of which unfolds the logical
and orderly statement of all Christian truth ; but we do nct
seem to be {ully aware that the central truth of incarnaiiva is
the key to every practical problem that confronte. humanity
and the Church in these last days. 1 do not m=aa theincar-
nation which was an accomplished fact 1800 years ago in
Bethlehem of Judea ; I mean a derived, a multiplied, a con-
tinuous incarnation through Christ in His people aud in His
Church. “Christ in you the hope of glory.” * Now ye are
the body of Christ and severally members thereof.” This is
a vital point and requires emphasis and rciteration. In the
Saviour's farewell address to His disciples He said : * These
things have I spoken unto you that ye should not be offended.”
They shall put you out of the synagogues ; yea, the time
cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God
service," pointing out to them the awful possibility of a relig-
ious activity which would be unto death—a religiosity without
His Spirit. Over against this He gives them a hint of the
true Church—the embodiment of His own life. * It is expedi-
ent for you that [ go away for if I go not away the Comforter
will not come unto you,” etc. After His resurrection the
Lord’s parting words were : * And, behold, 1 send the pro-
mise of My Father upon you; but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high,” etc.

The early Christians did not seek to fulfil the royal com-
mission: “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to every creature, until first they were endued with the
** promise of the Father.” And what was the result | When
the day of Pentecost was fully come they were all with one
accord in one place, and suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as a *rushing mighty wind and it filled all the house
wherethey were sitting ; and there appeared vato them cloven
tongues Fke as of fire and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Roly Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance. .
And the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.”

Acts vi. 4 tells us that the number of the men who believed
was about 5,000. In the nex: chapter we are told *“ and
belisvers were the more added to the Lord, multiiudes both
of men and women.” The speaker then went on to show the
marvellous development and growtk of the Church of the early
days—a Church which realized that it was the * Body of
Christ.” Before the end of thirty years the Gospel had
spread through Judea, Galilee, Samaria and numerous dis-
tncts of Asia Minor, through Greece aud the islands of the
Zgan Sea, it had reached the coast of Africa and extended
even to the capial of Italy. Almost every important city
became 2 centre of missionary activity. Athens, Rome, Cor-
inth, Ephesus, Thessalonica, Antioch and many more, until
indeed almost every city and town in the Roman Empire
heard the Word of the Lord and many believed.

If similar success should attend the exertions of the
Church at the present day with her multiplied means and
facilities for disseminating the Gospel, how soon would
“ every creature” an this planet have the Gospel preached to
them!

We are sometimes told that the early Christians had pecu-
liar advantages. Great reverence and cautivn are necessary
in investigating a subject of this kind, for we all admit that
all means for extending the kingdom of Christ derive their
efficacy from the presence and influence of the spirit of God.
But the Bible is our guide and it outlines the economy of div-
ine grace, settiny forth the principles of cause and 2ffect in-
stituted by God Himself in application to His kingdom—
principles upon which He requires us to act in the realm of
the spiritual as well as in the realm of the natural. We rev-
erently ask then :—,

Was the success of the carly Church due to a less hostile
attitude of Jew and pagan ? It was pointed out that no period
in the world's history could have been more unpropitious.

Did the aportles and early Christians possess superior
advantages either in knowledge, acquirements or influence ?
Nay, verily ! As to influence, like their Master they were
desxised and rejected of men,

Do we find the explanation of their phenomenal success
in the gift of miracles and the spirit of prophecy? Far from
it. These gifts were not meant as factors for the conversion
of the world, else the ministry of John the Baptist would
have been a failure, for he worked no miracles, and the min-
istry of Jesus would have numbered more converts, for His
miracles were many and great.

(To be continued.)

DON'T WHINE.

Good people have a ‘tight to cast their burdens on the
Lord ; but nobody has a right to attempt to impose upon the
Lord by the presentation of fictitious burdens, or to come
into the divine presence whining and finding fault with the
allotments of Providence. Some people get into the habit
of whining. They might have gotten into the way of it some
time when they were really in trouble, and have forgotten to
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change their tone with thejnged circumstances, I have
known some persons to g addicted to this thing that
they would use the same 4g tone in ordinary conversa-
tion even when speaking $he most joyous and cheerful
topics. Sometimes 1imagily think it pious, a sort of holy
tone. It is so far from thhression of the robust, cheer-
ful, loving, hopeful, grafholiness of the Bible as the
whine of a spaniel is fronjsongs of the happy birds of
spring. So far from being, it is an abomination in the
ears of the God of love. fe croak of the raven or the
snarl of the wolfis musiche ears of the Giver of every
good and perfect gift in caNson with this whine. Weep
it you are afflicted ; groanu are ia pain. Cast your bur-
den upon the Lord ; He wimpathize with you and sustain
you, He bhas promised {But God has no promise for
tt.em that whine, Whatefou do, then, * don't whine."—
Rev. 7. S. Smart, D.D,

THE SE'S WORK.

The wotk of the Spiritht performed while we sleep.
It is not wrought independ) of us. Holiness is not thrust
upon the heart, as a foreipdy, dissimilar and unassimi-
lated. But the heart itsekransformed ; the will and the
affections are converted fisin and co operate with the
Spirit in the work. The j Spirit works in and with us.

We are by nature withdod in the world. We neither
recogaize Him in His workhature and providence, nor do
we seek His counsel and Hliction. We ignore His laws
and refuse a knowledge of ways. Tie thunder roars
and the lightning flashes—Iis Nature. Death enters our
door and carries off a darchild—that is chance. Our
harvests fail—that's ill-lu¢ But God is nothing. The
Farmer and Father of all it seen in all His universe.

I know no word which ully declares our depravity as
this, * without God.” 1t dises corruption at the very core.
It reveals a life wholly outtruth. It is semething like
speaking of a planet withithe sun—poor crazy orb cut
loose from its source of lij and heat, and orderly going,
plunging aimlessly and coldough the gloom, disorderin its
movements, destruction in ath.

“ Ungodly ” living withGod, or, if God appear, against
God.

Godliness is living with1 and for God.  To live with
God is to see His hand in ahe facts and-events of life, to
seek His protection and guice in all, and to lift the heart
continuklly to Him in thankess and praise.

To live for God is to h His glory as our highest aim
—and we van do this only so accepting His grace as to
become identified with Hcause. If we are ucited as
branches to a vine, then thine's glory is our glory; and
so, if we are united to Go¢ Christ, we seek His glory as
our highest happiness.

Just when the world see&thing but a zoffin and a grave
—just then glory bursts upas. Jesus will then appear as
the great God to overwhe¢ our enemies, driving forever
from us our sins and sorrotovercoming death in our be-
half ; and He will appear gur Saviour, to take us in His
own blest guidance and 1 us to His own abode, ever
thereafter to be our abode.That Jesus will then recognize
the consummation of His & of mercy in us, as we shall
appear all pure in Christ’s 4neousness ; He will remember
that His great humiliation,flering and death were endured
to redeem us from all iniquitnd purify unto Himself a pecu-
liar people zealous of good wk.

We become a peculiar pjle in the world’s eye only by
becoming a peculiar people!God’s eye.

Our purification is unto ¢ist. He purifies us unto Him-
self, and the more pure wéecome the nearer we are to

Christ, and the more clearite shall see and rejoice in His
loveliness.—Howard Cro:ép.D.

WHAT a Somerset (Pa.Jounty man thinks of the Ia.
valids’ Hotel and Surgical Ritute, located at Buffalo, N.Y.
—W. H. Miller, of Stoyesth, Pa., who has been suffering
for nearly a quarter of a cerxy from an affection of the kid-
neys, resulting in the necesy for a surgical operation, after
consulting and being treatzey a number of our own doctors,
as well as receiving the tregent and advice of some of the
most eminent professionaljen of the land, finally became
acquainted with the above Irjtute, and their mode and means
of treatment. After due Espondence with the World's

Dispensary Medical Associlon, the proprietors of the In-
valids' Hotel, he was indud to visit said institation. On
arriving there, and after }ing fully acquainted with the
abundant means they posse] he lost no time in making the
necessary arrangements foghe required wreatment, After
remaining for nearly four at the Invalids’ Hotel, where
you receive the kindest and Ist treatment, and where pati-
ents are loth to leave aftericovery, he returned to his fam-
ily and friends a cured andaappy man. In giving this to
the public, Mr. Miller wish{ to say that ke owes the afore-
said Institute nothing yut hibest wishes. Aund the fact that
his own success and geat rief is due to similar testimonials
from others who weresuccejfully treated there for all man-
ner of chronic diseass froraevery State 2nd Territory of the
Ugion, Canada, Mexio andSouth Arnerica. It is a marvel
of success. He fusthr saygshould tlis fall to the notice of
any sufferers from chpnic dseases, such as seem to baffle the
skill of yous own phgician<but first and cbove all give yau
own physicians a faimnd inpartial trial, and all the available
mesas offered, as Gmerse{County may justly feel proud of
her medical' men, wh s no meaans nor time in she treat-
ment of all cases enfusted :o their charge. And if they fail,
in many cases, it Wl be an act of charity to point you to a
lace where a probble cure mnay be effected, which is the
umble intent of thsbove communication. The above asso-
2ati;>gi is courteoy prompt and rehable.—Somerset (Pa.)
erald,



