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these new districts, Y>y purchasing uitable sites for
churches, anil liclpitig in their erection befurc values
increascd, and bciore the people tint drifted away
train ordinatircs. '.Vlilc occupying a charge in Bal.
timaire lDr. Marquis observed that a numbcr af his
congregatian wcnt ta reside in a new district. Thesc
residents hll, inany of thcnt, an attaclîment by as.
sociation and atiicrwise ta the Cliurch wlierc they
hall been long nccustomcd to worslîîp, but thcey ccasr-1
ta) bc regular in ilicir attendance, andi they no longer
cantinuedt ta tal<e nu active part in coîîgrcgational
work, and the yaung people were farmling ccclcsias.
tical asociatians elsewhcre. The prnpastd solution
ofiflic diffictalty was tinat a churcla shauld bc trceiftd
in tlic ncw district. For this ste peuple themnsclves
wcre unablc, andiftic cffort was greater than the
parent .*.ongrcg.ition could accomplisli. WVhat in-
dividuais and a single congiegation coutl nlt do, the
carnbined effort of Ilic atlcr congregations rcr.dered
an casy task, and flic rcsuiî was gratiying ta ail con-
ccrned.

The uicorne af the cnterprise was the formation
ai a permanent alliance. The payment ai a sinaii
;innusai (ce cnstitied anynte conncctcd with any aithe
congregatians ta becanie a memiber. In addition ta
this, saiie aithe revenu- funds werc providcd by cal.
lcctions andi individual subscriptions. The inembers
annuaily ecctcd clevcn <lti cctars, mast af thei piro.
inincent business laymcn, ta wlîoni was entrusted the
entirc business oi the association. They %%crc cn.-
titicd ta purclie praperty, hold and cxpend maoncys,
and assumet aIl rcspansibilitics. Thecy at -ince set ta
wurk in a judiriotis wav, confissing their attention ta
flhc aost urgent cases, and cxtcndîing ileir aperatians
ais fast and as far as tlic ancans at tiîeir disposai would
permit.

The B3altimnore Aliiancc lias been in existence
twcive ycars. During tiat tinie, tlîey raised ansé ex-
pcnded about Sioci,ooo, 'vith wliich tiey have but
four ncw selfisustaining Churclies in the city, andi
two in tlie suburbs, withi an aggregatc mecmbership ai
1,167, and a Sabbath school aitendancc approach-
ing 3,000 ; wliilc previously exîsting cangregations,
with one exception, wvcre stranger than wl.cn thc
mavcment was conimenccd.

This co.operative rnethodi ai church extension is
ccrtainly niost commiendable. 1t is plain, simple and
practicable. linsail itts and large towns it is a neces.
siLry work. The succcss attending the experiment
clscwhcre shows what can bc achicvcd by combinedi
and intel:igent efforts. Wliat has been sa well donc
by Aniican Iresbyterians would flot ptove a failure
in the bancis oi ticîr Canadian co.-rcligionists.
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....aR YOUNc. FOLKS AY', itE NURSERY. (Boston:

The Russell Publishing Ca )-ln excellence and
adaptationî for its spcciai class ai rcaders this littie
nionthly is unrivallcd.

Lmtî.L'.ts LuviNr, AGE. (Boston : Litteil & Ca.>-
Ta all desirous of 3>eping abrcast af she current
philosaphic, scientific and liierary ulîought ai the
tinie,, this wekiy magazine is simply indispensable.

ST. NiciioLAs. (New York : The Century C.)-
Thîis lavaurite mantlily iar ynuthful readers deserv-
cdiy occupies a higli place in popular cstcem. It
continues ta supply pure, ir struictive.and enteriaining
reading, accompanied 1' numeraus and artistic en-
gravings ta a steadily in -reasing circle af readiers.

HlARPERP'S Y')UNG PI1-OPLE. (New York: Harper
& Brpthe:rs.)-ý,iung peuple wlio have the privilege
ai seemng ibis publication weekly arecfnot cxposed ta
the danger of conuracting a habit for injuriaus read-
ing. It is fitted by its excellent matter and no lcss
excellent illustrations ta instruci, enitertain and refine
the minds ai its readiers.

TItE ENGLISII ILLUbTRATED MAGAZINEL (New,
York: .macil'pan & Co.)-The Engi, h Iluritied
this mi nth appears as a handsome double number,
with nine full page and any numiier ai smahler illustra-
tions, many ai tlîem very beautiful and finely finished.
The openîng. papier, descriptive ai Venice, with its
copiaus and excellent enigravings, is peculiarly attrac-
tive. Among othcr papers ai interest may be speci-
ficd, IlIn the Hcart of Lancloh," witb numeroos
realistic illustrations. Tht publishers rebolvcd, ta
mate a superb number for Christmas, and thcy have
succecded.

HARPEt's MlAOAzINE. (New York: Ilarper
Bratlaers.)-Thic Dcceiliber numberoillarprr'. élitviu
xifle excels cven its awn high precedents as a Christ.
mas teast of rich attractions, i is undoubtcdiy tlic
most suînptuaos number that bas yet been issurd, andI
matrks tht ncme ofiartistic and literary bounty in the
periodici. warlcl. A specially hioliday tante hrevails
througlîaut. Ncarly liait of the sixty cuts are fall
page, and four are printed on plate papier. 'riae
regular striaIs are omittcd te provide larger space for
tlic Chiristmnas leétures. Every article and story is
campîcte in itsd1. A striking story, IlTht lluyload
ai Christ," fiom tht lien ai General Lcw W'nllice,
autiior of" lien Ilur," is sure tn atiraci attention. A
great varîety of short suantcs, patins, illustrations antI
the usuai departmentia nîake up a splendid Chîristmaîs
nutiber.

Tta CENTiluRy MNAGAZINE. (Newv York:- The
Century Co.>--The number for December is a spien-
clid rnte. Tht elaborate wark, tht lite of Lincoln, pro.
gresses niast interestingly. Scarcely less intcrestlng
arc the renliniscences ai H-enry Clay, ni %visoans ilere
-ire fia icwer than ibret portraits iiustriting the
article. Thiere is aise a striking ipîer with ive illur
urations an IlContcmparary Frenchu Sculpturr
IlOltI Chelsea" abounds ia intercsting litcrary tacb
and illustrations. An article entitied a Il Little Mi1l-
lcrite"Ilis sure ta attract attention. Tht war papers
dent mainly with the Battît ai Gettysburg. MNr.
Howells' serial ends, andI F. R. Stoi.ktun's progresses.
-The Union of Aineracan Churches " is the subjct. an
which Rtv. George R. Crooks, D.D., wvrites. Tlîesc
as iuch tIse, anr.luding sanie good paetry that %vil be
founds attractive, an the prescrit numabcr.

SmniîATit LÎESSONS FP.J.Nt~ iN1Eu By Rev.
Johan Sincl.%ir, Edinburgh. (Edinburgh J James Thin;
'.oaonto: James Bain & Son.)-The idea ai thi , vol.
unie as a very gaod one, andI is so far a novelty, tor
white tht diffierent IlLessons " tvilh bc found greauly
belptul in preparatiar for ucaching in the Sabbath
school, thcy arc spccially intcnded for Ilstgmulaîaîîg
rneditataon andI devation " by private readîng. tu
fiais respect they wilh bc faund p?:culiarly useful Tite
Shorter Catcchism, as a compend ai religious truts,
couid flot casiiy be surpassed. lu lias long !,tond thie
test, and fia superiar ta si lias as yet been tound or as
lîkeiy ta be. WeJ trust uhest Ille»sons " ivaîl lend
many ta appreciate more iolly ats excellence andI ta
avait themselves mac genserally ai its instructioan.
We cordially cominend Mlr. Sinclair's work ti, Caa-
dian readers.

TiuE ATLANTIC MONTIIL?. flioston. Holughton,
Mifflin & Ca.>-Over tht signature ai H-arvard
B. Rooke is "Tht Strange Stary ai Pragt>na,"
a most inttresting antI tlîrilling study ai Eastern oc-
cuit science. A paper by the laie Elijala Mt'hiford, on
"lTht Object of a University," ib a <cholarly cansade-
ration ai the subîci. Miss Harrîi Waters Preston
bas an amusing andI careiully-thiought-aut criticisîn an
"«The Church ai England Novel":. andI Edmund
Noble contribtates a travel papier, "Up, tht Neva ta
Sclulssptburg," whiich as af rather uiiusual interest.
Tie îwo 1. ditical papers an tht '.tanber are an account
ai Mazzini as a atan and a statesmans, by 'Mlarin
Louise H-enry, and an article on Ilthe Dream af Rus.
sia." A long patin by Helen Gray Cane, entiticd
"lMadonna l>aa," is charaning in its way ; and there
is aiso sorte remarkably good verse Irons Louise Imi.
ogen Guiney and Jua C. R. Dorr. Mass M-urirte
concludes her serial, " In tht Clouds," and Mr. Bish.
op brin-s "Tht Golden justice" ta a ternîination.
Soine criticisms and the Cantributors' Club conîphete
ibis number. There is a supptentent containîng Dr.
Halants' Harvard patm, and r. Russell Lroweih's ara-
tien ai tht recent cehebration Oi the 250th ainnivcrsary
ai that institiatian. Tie nomber, taken as a wiîoI'-.
is an unusually good ont.

AT a meeting oftEdinburgh City Mission, Dr. Mac.
Greg ir said it was their first doty ta save the beathen
at home, and ihen ihose abroad. City missionaries
were reqoired, partly because of tht great overlapping
afagencies, awing ta tht scnsehess rehigiaus divisions
in the Prt-sbyterian Churchi. Ht hoped ta set the
day when tbey woutd ait bie anc. %Vhy shouid flot
Dr. %Vlytc, and Dr. Muir, and Dr. WValter Sanith,
preach ta the poor nstead ci ta tht weil-ta*do? If
thcy werc ont, as the ought ta be, the poor wouhd,
'bc better attended ta thaia !hey wtre, and as the
pcorest had tht highuest medical skii au their dis-
posai, so ihey oughu ta have t1i highesi minisîcrial
skill aise.
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Wlliat cans we tils more tha we arc doirskau the pre.
sent (or Foreign M issins? 1 believc we ail desire to
do maure. We ha~ve ceris ta lel flhnt an active ti-*
terest in tuie cause sliouid flot bc confincdl ta ont or
îtvn tntliusiastic mnembers af aur con'.regations, but
mnust bc distributd over the wliole body otti people.

1. WeV mîust have maîrc prayer. That is the pi*
ma.)- sied. I sny so fer tiirce reasons.

Thla first is tlint ail spiritual revival begins witli
prayer. Thais is truc of a revivcd inîercst in missions.
llow cnn wc bc quickened excepi in answer ta the
cry, Il Quickcn Thou me, 0 Lord, accordlng unie Tlîy
word."l The scond reason is that, whcn wc are ful-
fsui:.ig îlîîs duty ta any c....îe, cvcry oilier is bound ta
follow. WVe camna catntinue praying (or it %vithiot
being ledt ta do r'aàr ditty by it ail round. Tht con-
scious insiîîccrity, wicn ttc airenflt fallowving up
prayer by osing ctery incanw'in our power ta advance
the abject, ili satin caanpei 'as ta dtrop it train aur
letitians. Wc shahl wincc whcn we draw near it nt
the tbrone ai gracc unless we are keeping it in mind
at otiier tiies andI an ithier ways. WVe shahi nat be
able ta lits up aur voics ta GotI witlî 5urength. Tht
intier ncglecîed dtits wliich tvc owc ta the cause will
chokc our potitions. In disc end wc shahi cithier give
up praying .iltogetiier, or we shaht beconie restkess andI
clissatis'acd tIi we go antI do thc tlîîngs tvhich we
bave lcit undanc. Let us L-ep mîission% ta the front
an aur praycas, and very sen tlîey wii camse ta the
front lhkcwise in aur îîractîcal înîcrest and effort. A
tlîîrd reasan for tht precedtence 1 have given ta prayer
as thai ai is tthai abavc ail oîlitr thiings our mission-
aries netcd ta strcmîgtlieîi thîcar liandi, and ta ensurc
proslîcrity ta tlicir labours. i is pr.aytr tliat rou3es
God frontui us rest, andI brings down itothe fieldI the
decib-ive forci:s ofithe Spirat. "Aw-ake, awa.kc, putan
Tliy surengula, oht aran af tht Lord 1 Iltf is by His
people bestcgîng lias thrune watt, tlaat cry tliat ricl is
stirrcd tu conte ta the heip ai His servants. If you
were ta ask oui: iilsssun.ais wlîaî they %vant muast
(rutti the Chrarches .'at la'wc, wati wtould bc their re-
ply il It wouid îlot be aur syanpathy. It woutd nlot
bc Our mncy. It would flot bt-na, flot even thai
wvoutd caasse tirsi-our saois andI aur diugliters P-e ther
felaw labturers. h belteve st would bu Our praýp.rs.
Antîiat flot anly btcaube iliese %tuuld secure ait sie
athtrs, but btcausc they %tuuld bring duttn the Lord
Hiiiîseli in nmûre ai tht Iulncss af the Spirit. Our
ni issionlaries bclievt iii the power ai prayer. I is
thear intspi ration and itscar si rengt li. lu winsior them
the indipcns.tble alince ai the Most Hi-gh. As ane
af tienîselves recently tald me, there arc timecs whcn
thel are wveil-iîiglî atcrtîhîiclsiitd by a sensc ai loneli.
ncss, andt wlicn the thiauglat iliat sa maany at home
aire kecpang tiieni an rcineaiîbrancc ai the ttýrone ai
grace revives ticar spirits, and neives thean anew
fur ilheir labour i.

IL We miust seek an intelligent and definite
.-cqiaintance wîuth tht pasi history and prescrit opera-
tiens ai missions. We mnust adopt rataoaîal mens t-j
fesscr aur interesi in tlicum. Now, haw much mis.
sionary literature have we an aur haimesi And wh.-t
place dots it holtI in aur reading? ilissionary l'is-
taries, biographies and mangazines ought ta have t.ie
place ai lionnur in tht literature of aur househý 1ds.
%Vc shouald ruake suca rettddng the first oursel'es.
Wc shouid teach aur chiaien ta manke it tht first.
%% e should mnake themn fle that wt reckan an interesi
in tniissionary intelligence above aIl proficiency in
lcarning and aIl distinction an iheir schouls or uni-
ver,ïaties. Wc should inýpurc theni with reverence for
our anissionaries, as aur greAtesi and noblesi men.
Wue should eng-ourag.dtlien a seek the fascination
which tliey sa ofien fintI in fiction and romance. ini
tht real heroism ai ihaose gocd soldiers oi Jesus
Christ, who have jeoparded their lives in the high
places ai tic facîd. We shouid train thern ta look
forward ta a meeting %vlicre a Iuassionary is ta appear
and igive an account ai lais latours as the greatest
mtra a.hat can bt :.fforded ilicin îaà ibis world.

111. %\e can folliw up aur prayers at the mission
box. We cans support the cause with aur silver and
aur goltI. The Claurcli cannot senti out tht men with-
out money. Wc have ta thank GaI thant at the pre-
sent moment tlîerc is no lack ofimen. Tht announce-
nient that such a large number of aur btudents have
volunstecred for India andI rther fields mnust have
seat a thraîl ai sa tisiaction and gladness thrcugh the
lcn.-th aun breadth, At ste Clîuach. WVauld it be ta
tilt hunon'- ai tht Church, that when men arc rcady,
the means shauld flot be (urtliroming-that wc should
have ta say ta any ane ai them, Yau must stay at
hoine because aur tonds are exhatistdi Thai neyer
happcncd ycî an tht hîstory ai our Church, andI by
tht vrace ai GoI sit neyer ivili. Tht rising tide ai
nuissianary enîhusiasm, wlich bas led so many tc
eifer their personal services for the foreign field, wvill
aise bring e nîcans ta support thcrn.


