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THE TULIEP MANIA

When the Tulipomania jufected Hollaud, and single
rools were sold for many hundred pounds we are told—

“ People who had been absent rom IHollaned, and whose
chnace it was to roturn when this $olly was ot jts masi-num,
were sometimes Jad into awkward dilemmas by their ig.
uorance.  ‘There is an amusing instance of the kind telat.
«d in Blaiuville's Travelss A wealthy merchant, who
1ruled himself nota little on hivrare tulips, received upon
sav oecasion a very valuable consignment of merchandice
fium the Levant,  Intldligence of its arrival was brought
huta by a wailor, who presented hiveclf’ for that purpose at
tue counting.house, among bales of goods f every descrip.
tivi.  ‘The merchant, to veward himfor hisnews, munifie
cently made hima present of a five red herring for his
creahfast,  The sailor had, it appears, a great partiality for
ouiuny; and sceing o bulb very like an onjon lying op
the counter of this liberal trader, and  thinking it nn doubt
sery much ont of its place among silhs and velvets, hie dlily
scized an opportunity, and slipped it into his packet as o
relish for hisherring,  He got clear oft’ with his prize, and
praceeded to the quay to cat his breakfist,  Tlardly was
his back turned when the merchant missed his valuable
Scaper augustus, warth three thousand flwins, or ahout
£280sterling.  The whole establishment was instintly in
au uproar ; search was every where made fur the precipuc
100t, butit was not to be f.und.  Great was the merchant's
distress of mind. The search wnas rencwed ; but again
without sugeess At last some one thoug! t of the <ailor,
‘e vuhappy merchaut again spranginto the strect at the
bare suggestion. His alarmed household_ followed him.
The sailor, simple soul ! had not thought of concealment.
e was found quietly sitting on 8 coil of ropes,
masticating the last morsel of his ¢ enion *  Little did he
dream that he had been eating a breakfast whose ~ost might
have regaled a whole ship's crew for atwclvemonth ; or, as
the plundered merchant himsidt expressed it, ¢ mighthave
sumptuously feasted the Prince of Orange and the whote
court of the Stadtholder.  Anthony caused pearls to be dis.
solved in wine to drink the heahth of Cleopatra; Sir Ri.
chard Whittingzton was as foolichly magnificent in an enter.
tainment to King Henry V.; and Sir Thomas Gresham
drank a diamond, dissolved in wine, to the health of Queen
Elizabeth, when she opened the Royal Exchange : but the
breakfast of this raguish Dutchman was as splendid as either.
He had an advantage, too, over his wasteful predecessors :
their gems did not improve the taste or the wholesomeness
of their wine while his tulip was quite delicions with his
red hersing.  The most unfortunate part of the business for
him was, that he remained in prison for some manthson a
charge of felony, preferred against him by the merchant, —
nother story 1s told of an English traveller, which isscar-
cely less ludicrous.  This gentleman, an amateur batanist,
happened to see a tulip-rootlying in the conservatory of a
wealthy Dutchman.  Being ignorant of its quality, he took

out his penknife, and peeled off its coats, with the view of

waking cxperintents upon it.  When it was by this means
reduced to halfits original size, he cut it into two equal
sections, making all the time many learned remarks on “the
singular appearances of the unknown bulb.  Suddenly the
owner pounced upon him: and with fury in bis eyes, ask-
ed if he knew what he had been doing ?” ¢ Pecling a most
extraordinary onion, ¢ replied the philosophier. ¢ Ah ¥ said
the Dutchman, ¢ ¢ itsan Admiral Van der Eyck.' ¢ Thank
yon, replied the traveller, taking out his note-book to make
amemorandumn of the sane ; ¢ are these admirals common
in your conntry?' * Death I" said the Dutchman, seizing the
astonished man of by the collar; ¢ come befure the
syndie, and you shall see.” In spite of his remonstrances,
the traveller was led through the streets followed by o mob
of persuns, When brought into the presence of a magis.
trate, he learned, to his consternation, that the root upon
which he had been experimentalising was worth four thou.
wand florins 3 2ud, notwithstanding all he could urge in pxte.
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nuation, he was Jodged in prison until he found sceuritics
for the payment of the sum. . . .
*The example of the Duteh was imitated to some extent
in Eogland.  In the year 1636 tulips were publicly soldin
the Exchiange of London; and the jobbers exerted them-
selves to the utmost to raise them to the fictitious value they
had acquired in Amsterdam.  In Daris also the jobbers
jstrave to create a tulipomanin,  Tn both eities they only
1 partially suceceded,  lowever, the force ol example brought
the fiowers into great favour ; and amongst a certnin class
of people tulips have ever since Licen prized mure highly
than any other flowers of the field,  “The Duteh are stiil
Inotorious for their partiality to them, and continue to pay
hngher prices for them than any other people.  As the rich
Imghshman bonsts of his fine race- horses or his old pictures,
)0 does the wealthy Dutchman vauut him of histulips. In
{ England, in our day, strange as it may appear, a tulip will
produce more money than an oak.  If one could be fouml
rare in terris, and black as the black swan alluded to by
1 Juvenal, its price would equal that of a dozen acres of stand.
jmz corn,  In Scotland, towards the close of the seventeenth
century, the highest price for tulips, according to the au.
thonity of & writer in the supplemeht to the third edition of
the Encyelupdia Britannica, was ten guineas.  ‘Their value
appears to have diminished from that time till the year 1769,
when the two mast saluable species in England were the
Daon Queeedo and the Fulentinier ; the former of which
was worth two guineas, and the latter two guineas and a half,
These prices appear to have been the minimum.  In the
| year 100, a cemmon price was fiftéen guineas for a single
{ bulb,  In 1835, so foolish were thé fanciers, that a bulb of
{ the species called the Miss Fangy, Kemble was sold by
{ public suction in London fur <eventy-five pounds.  Siill
more astonishing was the price of a tulip in the possetsion
of a gardenes in the King's 1load,! Chelsea. In his cata.
logues at was labelled at two hundred guiness! A flover
whicl was surpassed by the akundant roses of the garden, s
nusegay of which might be purchased for a penny,—wss
priced at a sum which would have provided au industrious
Inbourer and his family with food, and cluthes, and lodging
for years! ‘The common prices for these flowers at the
present time vary from five to fifteen guineas, according to
the rarity of the species.”
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Teacmxe Cuinorey 70 Wark oo Youxc. — Some
fond parents disregarding the fact that the bones are com:
paratively soft and pliable iu infancy, in their hurry tosee
the little objects walk without support, are continually soli..
! citing attempts at standing o walking long before the hones
have acquired sufficient power of resistunce, and the mos
cles sufficient power of contraction, to cope with the Jaws
of gravitation. The natural consequence is a curvatureof
the bone, which yields just like an elastic stick bending us.
der a weight.  The ends approach nearer to each other thaa
they ouzbt to do; and, to accommodat. iemeelves to the
change, the muscles become shorter on one side, and per-
haps longer on the other, cach losing part of its cfliciencyit
the uanatural change it undergoes. From this view,it:
will be seen how hurtful leading-strings, must e, In th;
first place, by their mechanical force, they compress th
chest, and impede respiration; and in the sceond, by pre
venting the body from falling to the ground, or rather by
preserving an upright position, they canse more of th
weight to fall on the bonesof the spine and lower extreme:
ties than these parts are fitted to carry.  From this obnoxk
ous practice, flatness of chest, confined Tunge, distorted
spine, aud deformed legs, often originate.—Dr, Arndre
Combe’s Principles o, Phisiology. i

Vain glory blossoms, but never bears,
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