
NOTES OF? A TRIP TO THE OLD LAND. a5

hcavily. WXitlî briglit skies abovc-f'atvouring- brcczes-oceau in the
best of' humours singing our lullaby-friendly, flimiliar faces ail] aroundl
- rcading, conversation, music, songs tender, coi-nie, national, senti-
imental, in the ei enin-what could, liart wish for besides? Il began
to have a better opinion of' the Atiautie, and frankly forgave ail the ill
it lad donc me at diflèreut times. Chatting xvitlî the doctor of the
ý,1iip, xvho xvas a Canadian, I remarked that, judging by tixe perforin-
ances at the dint.r-table, hie ivas flot likcly to have many patients on

hisliads hisvoyge. "lNo," lie replied, "lthese are fine stroug mieu
fi'om St. John's; it's a pleasure to look at tliem,"-an opinion in wvhichi
1 arn sure their wives and swveethearts heartiiy concurrcd. A doctor,
1 observe, judges a man very machi by lis physique, and lias small
respect for those wvho cannot digest their victuals, or Nwho resonible
disembodied spirits, not liaving body enouglit oe hi ol
dcceatly. Ver) intercstiug Lt xvas to, listen to, the buzz of conyversation
in the saloon, and to note how tixe English, Scotch and Irish accet-
blcnded-the Euglish deep, stomiachiie, musical; the Scotch broader,
itronger, roughier, more empliatie and mnore thoracie; the Irish soft,
.sibilant, dental, and, wvlien not too pronounced, quite mellifluous. One
great business on board, to wlxich all sceed to devote themnsclves
lieartily, xvas eating. It was a pleasure to witness sucîx a display of
keen, healtlxy appetites. If' any were at first, from. sea-sickness9,

dangrerously i,"they became speedîly dangerul el sfra
attaeks on the vietuals were concerned. Ail care and business being
laid aside, the undivided energies of' our systems w'ere given to diges-
tion. For the tiie beingD wle became "lpatent dig,,esters." I began to
fear that, were this kind Of life to be prolonged, the man wvould be
lost in the animial-the intellectual swallowcd up i the sensual. As
a change, however, from a different state, in which the brain wvas
unduly taxed, it scemed very agrecable; and 1 began to sec that there
%vas sornething i eatin- as a means of increasing the happincss of
existence.

Onward our good slip sped, under the persuasive influence of wind
and steam; and ere long we wcre inii nid-Atlantic, nine lhundrcd miles
f' ocean beliind us and as xnany bef'ore. When one thinks of sucli
a position, tîxere is something in Lt to, awaken high and serins thouglit.
Mfoat on the xvorld of waters; around yon

"Tie awful pitiless sca
With all its terror and mystery;
The dim, dark sgea, se like unto dcath,
That divides and yct unites mankind."

iBetween you and those hungry xvaves, in their ceascecss unrest, there
is but a thin plank. Let a boit start or a seam yawn, and you and
y our frail barque are buried Lu those dark abysses-down in those
axvfîl eharnel-houises wvhere are strcwn the wvrecks of many gallant,
.ships, tixe bones of many brave inarinera, the riches of ail Iands, side
by side witIx the bleaehing skeletons of the huge monsters nI' the deep.
This vast expanse of' restless, uneasy waters--

"ÇaImi or convulsed, in breeze or gale or istorm.


