
CURRENT UNBELIEF43

except as Socinianismi whicb also drapis the aid iine. nhe nomenclature
and methods of attack are cbanged but tbe enemy is the same.

'Hit was pre-emitîently the age of reason, wbcnl il wzis thought that there
was ilotihiiîlý bigher or truer than the fivc senses afi man aud bis intellect. *fh
supremie effort theti was ta eliniiinate evcrything froim religion that transcended
the compas% af reasanl. %Vliat refused ta yield ta tbis test, and ta beconie
lumiinous, simple, and satisfactory ta the camnalii md wvas rejected. Tbeo-
l<)gians and wiblelievers were largely at, anc in this decisian. 'l'lie prcachilng
of thiai day wvas deeply perineated wvith rationalismn. Il dwelt upon miere
iorality, cold abstractions, mietaphysical subtleties, and dauhîftil casuistry,

asnd left out the sziving message af the gospel. Thbis was truc in a large dcgref'
of the writinigs and sermons afi Hooker, Chillingworth, Taylor, Cadwortb anîd
others. The eneniiies afili th ruth then, as now, received no sinall. lelp and
conifort froin those who professed ta lie ils friends and defcnaers.

L ord l-lerbert's special mission was ta displace Chiristianity, or renider il
tiiinecessary by eniphasizing niatural religion wbich be condensed ta five
points, nasiely, belief in the existence ai C;od, the obligation ta %vorshilp H ini,
thc cultivation of I)iety or virtue, iorgivcnvss solely on tbe graulid of repen-
tance, and, linally, rewards and puniisintenîs% in the future state. The doctrinies
ai the Trinity, ai tbe l)ivinity anid Incarnation ai the Son ai (;od, tbe atone-
ment, tlee Haly Spirit and cverything, distinctively Christian wvcre carefuuly
excluded (rani ibis creed.

Onze cannaI lielp feeling tbiat tbis was very niuch ini ne %vitb die
demiaids of the î>resent day. Al>reviated creeds are nlow eiphatically
caillcd for, as if truth were not worth being formulated and lield at iliy
great lenigîli. L iberty is craved to believe less than bieretofore, and tc'
biold even tlee utile that is acceptcd witî the utinost iincertaisity. Practically
tbe "Ifigbcer Criticissma" aimis it giving uis an exj>urgated Bible with very
îuiany parts lefi out whiclî we bave beeni accust<med to believe. I'o be a
doubler, in the estimation ai nianly, is ta be an liatest nman, anîd ta lîold trutb,
cspecîally a biblical doctrinie, wiîlî uniinistakable strengîli of conviction, is ta
bc a byprocrite or an ignorant dogtîîaîisî and abstructianist trying ta stop the
progrcss ai knowlcdge. The determiination appears to be ta elarge the
hunman and minimîise thc Divine elcinent in the Bible. But what is the
jîractical etlect of this vicw ? 'l'ie nîc il pirevails tic luc;s rcliahlc and
autlioritative tbe book becames. Thec I .ard':; Word wiîlîin ils pages is
dirninished. God sî>eaks little and ci n iucli, ind thus the îîrobability if
not the absulute certainty of error inil s cuntents is indefinitely incrensed.
*l'hc Lords voice ceass -ilt,)getlier ta be licard in nîatîy parts Z31 iî anid illey
contain nothing but the fallible tiîteranices ai man.

According ta P>rincipal Gran it il i- a dasigerously crrancaus view 1<, niakc
Inspiration «'caver cvery suliject referred ta iii the Bible, such as geog raphy,
geolc'gy, astroanwiiy, hisîory, aiiiiticc, as well as tic revclaili or ai li
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