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the results tlîus gaincd. It is îîatural for those who rcvcrence
the Bjible anid are profotîîdly convinccd of its Divine authority
to follow-' ils guiidance iii ail (lcpartinents of trth. It is also
iîatirl] tllat tlîcy slîould prefer to' un(lerstau(l its statenients
in tl'e simple uncritical, wav iii whichi they have always rcadl

theim. But it cannot hc rc1)eated too, oftcu tlîat the Bible wvas
flot gîrven wi'tli a vien, to scientific instruction, and thiat ail
staîcneiieiîts whlicli sceni to bear on inatters of that character'

are gensolcly for thecir religions v'alue, and in the couven-
tional lagaeof tIle (lay. Iu this .case the g-eea.logy is
given apparcntly for thle puWpOSe of tracing the desceut of ilic

cliosen penple ai(l uiltinatel' of the :Messialh. But so, fa-r as
thiat purpose is concerncd, it miatters niothiug, whethclir thecir
lives shiould be found to, he abnornially longr or ouiv (f the
average duraztion. Thiis very gciicaiogyý -appears tw'ice agali
in Ille Bible, Viz., lu tlle irst cliapter of Chronicies and in the
tliir(l chapter of Liike«s gospel. Iii boîli cases thle agecs are
oniittcd aitogethier as of nîo account. Notlig: but stubborn-
nicss or ani uîîwiilingîîess to own tiat lic niay possil)ly have
been inistalzen wlvi prce'Cnt the teogaîfromn looking at the
malter a second tinie in order to sec whlcthcer lie lias not becu
too hastY' *l ]lis (leductions froîn Bible statcnîcnts or too super-
ficiU. iii his interpretation of Bible phrases. XVe have always
to take int accomnt flie possibility thlat we have beciu readin-g
ouir own i(le.-s into the words and undcrstandin« thleni lu a
(diflcrenit wav froîî %viîat the wvriter initendcd. Soue simple
suggý,estioni may solvc thie %vliolc difficulty and reinove thec ap-

paetcontradiction. Th*]is liais occurrc1d so oftcu ili tlle past
historv of thec conflîct betw-cn the Bible and science, thiat mie
is ciicoilra-gccl to iniquire wlicliîcr lt îulay nlot 1e Ille ca-se hecre
also.

Sugge«(stionls of this kind hiave nlot beenl îanting. A fu'v of
tlicilî are wvortil conisideraticmn.

Sulile have ei(leav'0red to escapc fronui the <hfhciî by siup-
p)o.s.i;g that the figuires hiave becui chauiigcd by tlle copyists in

the process of transcription. Noue, of thec cxistin- ilîaîîscripts,


