Prospects for Agricultural Education in Ontario.

POTHING is over at a standstill.
must cither go forward or go backward.

AU things in nature
1f there is o

\ life in n body to produce a healthy change. in growth
e APy  nnd replenishing of tissues, then deeay steps in, and

still a change goes au, by distutegration and di<utemberment.  So it
is with Institutions ; which, unless they give evidence of power to
adapt thomselves to the ever-varying conditions upon which they de-
pend for health and growth and life, must appear even to the most
hopeful and most sanguine mind to be struck with dizeare and death.

What are the prospects for Agricultienl edueation amd the On.
tario Agricultural College? The College hav dene goed work in the
past.  Inspiteof all that science and scientific methods have done
for agricaltare in Ontario, there is still a good deal of scofling and
disbelief in the value of these stuaies and methods as applied to
agricelture.  But where there iz an atmosphere c.. iuterest or belief
in, or reliance upo  these principles, it Las been created largely by
the Agricultural College.  She has sent abroad over the Provinee
many young men who have come to her for insreetion, and thee
huave become centres of intelligeuce and intluence in their several dis.
tric* 2. She has systematized and greatly enlarged the work done by
the Farmers' Institutes of the Province.  And with all this sbe has
advanced steadily in power and intlaence and exeellence of cquipment,
against the factious oppocition of politicians nud the indifference and
prejudice of those for whom she was wo-king and who should be her
warmest fricuds and supporters.

In this latter respect dier prospeets are biightening.  She is be-
coming po_mlar.  Yeal by year thousands of farmers with their
wives, song, aud daughaers, vi-it the College, and while some inepeet
only {o find fanlt and condemn, il it is ouly jnst to way that the
farmers of the Provinee wha vieit the justitution duriag tl e months
of June and July arc awagening to an intelligent appreciation of the
carnest and faithinl work that is done by the College.

Dat summer scur-jons can disclose euly 2 very partial viow of
the work undertaken by this school of agriculture. A «till greater
aud more feuitfnl cause for the growing popularity of the Institntion
is forend In thase who Fave spent a sufficient amnunt of time in the
College clar s-teoirs 1o Lo nble to appreciate preprly the intrection
jmparted.  Now, it is tet the purpe of thi- article to decant upen
the elevating and refining influcnuces of a cour: ¢ of tudy in Scieatitic
Agriculture, or in any branch of olucation.  DPerhaps, toomuch has
Still le- s in
it intended to advertise the College by annonucing it as the best
cquipped and best managed indtitution of its kind on the eontinent,
It probably is that.  But this Colleze muat stand.
not upon what it can say for itself through the members of its staff,
but upon whatit can b : upon the reeudts it an achicve in the
geucral improvement « £ agriculture and agricultural methieads, 2nd

especially upon the rgard which students and ex-students have for it

been said, or said in the wrung way, upon thia question,

It may be that.

as the place where they have obtained a large share of their intellec.
wal furnishing. For assuredly the approval or condemnation of the
great body of students may be taken as a faic guamntee of the worth
vr worthlessness of the College ns a teaching centre.  They are prone
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cnengh to criticize, when they sce anytinng wrong.  Their approvalis
never given until it is faithfullv earned.
this in the least,

We ave not complaining of
It is as it should be, for expressions of approsal
nuder such circumstances are all the more gratifyivg.  Now, how
dao students express their love for and [aith in theiv Ala Mater ? In
axilen , but quite unmistakable fashion.  Not so much during their
course here, where they nre too near, both inspace wd time, to yudge
fmpartially, hut after they have 10t the College and have had time to
estimate how large o space it is which their « henign mother ™ holds
in their affection~.  Then we find them returning occasionally for a
viat, The try to be in attendance at the Commencement I3xercises
or at the Experinental Union.

their intere ¢ ia College affairs,

Aud they express, in many ways,
But the strongest and inost con-
vincing proof of the faith that our ex-students hase in the College is
scen in the number of students gow in attendance that have been
dirce 1y inflacnead in takiog this <tep by old stndents. Thousand- of
dollars have been <pent in advertising the eodligte course in newspapers
and pers dicals: parants sometimes make this College their chojee as
a finishin ¢ selua? for their boys, after due cousidemtion of the merits
of other inatitations ;. wher factors may operate in addingto the num-
Ler of our studentx, But ueither sulverti-ing, parental chinice, nur
any ather inthuence, can be at all comparad with the influence of the
ex-students, It has been alrendy comsnental upon, more than once.
but the fact will Lear ropetition hieve, that this matter of influences
hias been put toa nziuerieal test at the Callige this year with the =¢-
sult as above stated. And it is but reaveaiable that the Callege  aff
and management should aceept this wet as siguiticant of the degree to
which thair work as teachers, and  experimenters, and managers, is
appreciated, and as a very fair proof of the - uecessthat has attended
their work in the past.

Anothier very sl reasn for hopefults <~ in the future of the
College is found in the gns of the uaret tiat at prescat pervades
the general educatiopal <3 - tomin Ontarin, It §s well kuown that we
have one of the best systemis of <lueation in the waorld, It is cheap
audexectlent.  The mann-r in whizh e Pulilic Schooly, the iligh
Schools, and the Univer-ity dovetail iuto oue aynther is ealenlated to
ensure the least pos dble waste'of cuergy. But in spite of the general
excellence of the sy~tem, a few evils haveecept in 3 evilethat conld nnt
have been fore-ven, and even if foreseen, possibly enttld ot have been
prevented,  For they belerg to tiurt nmnerons class of cvils at
tending human affaivs that mast wark thar cwn cure throagh reac-
tion from excess,

The whole tondeney of the High Schiool and Collegiate Institute
aud Usiver-ity has been tn educate for the prafessions.  The caunre
of instriction laid out by the Bducation Departinetit for the guidance
of our High Schoals has in the past fucvitably 1e? to prepamtion for
a profession.  The palicy of the rehirol management has alo been to
encoumge preparating for prefessioral examinatirus,

Public scutitnent is largely respamnsible fer this condition «of
things. The populavity. cven the security of «ituxtinn of the teacher
has been made to depend upon the namter of papils e cans purh
threugh the examination for the Education Departizent and {or thee
University.  Ili«success ag a teacher i< estinm. «ed by the nunber «f
his sncoessful pupils whose names appear in the different cxaminn-
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