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¢ LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO Goon works.’—lirsrews x.24.

—

Vor. I.

DIVINITY.

THE WITNESSING CHURCH.
A SERMON,
DY THL REY. JOUN HARRIS.

¢ Ye arc my witnesses, soith the Lord, that 1 am
God.’—[saiah xliii. 12,

. Tugueis one important respect in which all ob-
jects in the universe, from the atom to the arche
angely unite: all ate witnesses fr God. e whe
made all things for himself, has sv mode them,
thaty volumtarily or suvoluntatily, according to
tlieir respective natuies, they disunctly attest the
divine cxistence and character. He has not left
it contingent whether they give such testimony
ot not. “The great name of the Ma¥rissuwoven
into the texture of cverything lie has made. So
that even if the creature possess a willy and that
will become depraved, and guiltily withhold st
sntelligent tastimony 1o the divine enistence, an
cloquent and incorruptible witness is still to be
found in the physical constitution of that crea-
ture 5 if the fool should say in lis heart, ¢ Thare
is no God,"” every pulse of that heart replies,
¢« There is,” and evcry atom of that vital organ
adds, ¢ He is thy Maker.”?

As the nature of the material witnesses differs,
it fullows of course that the mnanner in which they
render their evidence will vary accordingly. In
regard to some of them, the marks of design and
beneficence ate 50 obvious, that they may be said
to be ever speaking for God, without solicatation,
—~the divine signature is visibly imprinted on
their surface.  In regard to others, the evidence
liea deeper, and must be sought for patiently. In
such cases, while the witnesscs are under exami-
nation—while the investigation is proceeding
from link to link in the chein of evidence—~the
uogodly sometimes unseasonably cxult, and the
timid and uninformed believer in revelation trem-
hles for the issue. But he need not. Let Lim
ouly wait confidently, as God does,till the exami-
nation be com{_vlcte, till the inquiry has reached
the Jast link of the chain, and thatlink will inva-
riahly be found in the hand of God. .

Chemistry—once the stronghold of the sceptic
—bhas long since discovered fhat no substance in
nature is simple and unmixed ; in other words,
that everything is in & made state—that cven the
atom is an attificial, manufactured thing: so that
an argument for God lies hid in every particle of
which the globe is composed; and & witness is in
Teserve in every pebble we pass; and a final ap-
peal is ladged for him in the clements, ot first
puinciples, of all things: thus demolishing the al-
tar which scepticism had crected, to the etemity
of the world, and replacing it by an altar dedicai-
od and inscribed to the Divine Creator.  So that,
if we hold our Euce, or withhold our homage, the
very stones wi out.

Geology—the voice of the earth, the Pompeii

of natural religion, the witness now under exami-

nalion—2 Wilness r2ised from the grave of a for-
mer world, is producing hicr primitive formations,
to ahew that even they ate in a made state and
her fossil skeletons, 13 shew that they bear indv-
bitable matks of having come from the hand of
the one Great Designes s leaving us 10 infer, that,
could we veach the fonndations of the eatth, we

should find it inscribed with the name of the Di-

vine Architect—that, could we penstrate to the

central atom of the glohe, it would speak for God 3

and thus impelling us to erect, out of the wreck

of a former world, & tample to Him who hath
created all things new.

Astronomy lcads us forth into the vast amphi-
theatrs of nature, to gaze on ten thousznd-tizics

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1810.

No. 4.

i

ten thousand burning worlds: and are they not all
witnesses for God? ~For are they not all in mo-
tion? ‘I'his is not nature, but miracle. ‘Uhe first
miracle was the production of matter—the second,
to make that matter move. Its natural state is
rest; but here are unnumbered myriads of mate-
tial worlds in motion, out of their natural state, in
an artiticial, constiained, preternatural state. They
arc all God’s witnesses.  The stars in their counses
fight against irreligion. Each of theni, obedient-
ly fullowed, is 2 star of Bethlehem—a guide into
the Divine presence.  Iach of them rushes
through inumcusity as a miracle, and a messenges
from God to the universe, proclaiming, ¢ There
is a Gol, and the hand of that Gud is upon me :*
and all of them unite— ycs, this is the real music
of the spheres, the chorus of cre.tiun i—all ofthem
unite in proclaiming his «teinal power and god-
head. in the estunation of the P'salmist, the cre-
ation is a vest temple; and often did he summon
the creatares, and join them in a universal song
of praise. And Jobn heard the chorus.  The
noise and din of a distracted world may drown
their voices here. < But,” saith he, “every
creature which i3 in heaven, and on the carth,
and under the carth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that wie in tfxcm, hicard [, saying, Bles-
sing and honour, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sittcta upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever”  Thus nature, with all her my-
riad voices, is ever, making affiunation and oath
of the divine caistence, and filling the universe
with thie echo of hispraise.

But since the period of the creation, & new state
of things has arisen, and a new order of witnesses
has cunsequently become necessary.  Sinhas en-
tored the wolde  Man has fullen away from his
Maker, and has renounced tue divine authority.
To say, thetefore, that there is a God, and that
that God is wise, powerful, and good, is only tv
say, in effect, that there is ground for the greatast
apprehiension and alarm: for sin is a guilty im-
parchment of that wisdom, a hostile defiance of
that power, and a wilful afiront of that goodness.
The question, therefore, now arisss, what is the
course which the offended Majesty of heaven is
likely to take towards us? What, under these
new circumstances, are the new terns on which
we stand with im?  Will justice have free
course against us? And if not, what isto tum
ituaside? On this anxious topic, nature has re-
ceived no instructions, and is silent. « The
Depth said, ¢ 1L is notin me*  Clouds of gloom
have gathered and settled into thick darkness
tound about liis thione,—and whether the light
that will cventually burst forth from that gloom
will be 2 fierce flash, to scathe and destioy, or a
zeuial ray, to enkindle hope, nature could not
furetel. By the introduction of sin, our condition
had become preternatutal, and the voice that
speaks to us, thercfore, must be supematural.
God must become bis own witness,

And he did s0. Breaking the fearful silence
which sin had produced, and which might have
lasted forever, he spoke to us.  And every accent
ho uttered was an accent of love. His first sen-
tence contained hope forthe wo:ld.  He signified
that it was his divinc atention to save, and an-
nowunced at once 2 coming Redeemer.  Then God
islove! The great question is answered—the
grand sccret has transpired, that God islove !
And the worll must know it. ‘The veil which
sin had raised between God ond us has fullen~—
and, Lchold, ¢ Godislove 1 And cvery crea-
ture under heaven must hearof it.  The happi-
niess of every man depands on his hnowing it
4 This is life cternal, to know thee the only tme
God, and Jesus Chiist whom thoa hast sent.??

But if the knowledse of the divine character

bLe thas indispensable, how shall that knowledge
be made most qecessivle and available ? As na-
tions nultiply, and onc generation succeeds ano-
thier, how shall this sacred tr asure be preserved
and transmitted 7 Depravity will tamper with its
holiness , who shall guaid it from polluted hanids ?
Penitence and fear will question its truth; who
shall cncourage them to belicve it?  Unbelief
will dispute 1ty authenticity ; who shall bear wit-
ness for God?  All will need ity for it is easential
to salvation ; how shall it be made accessible ?

Now thesc questions had been anticipated by
the ctemal mind, and ullthese nccessitics provid-
cd for, iu his purpose of iustituting a chucch—a
socicty of witnesses fur God.  The design of thus
divine institulion, lndeed, 1s two-fold—pattly,
promute the welfare of its own memoers 5 Lut
principally, to be a witaess for God, an instiument
of his mercy tothe woild. It is fust a focus, in
winch all the light fron, heaven shoald mcet, anc
all the sanctified cxcellence of earth be collected
and combined ; that it might neat be a centre,
whenee the light of truth might constantly 1a-
diate, and pour forth in all directions over the
face of the carth.

And, accordingly, the general remaiks to which
I would now solicit your devout atiention, relate
o the following important positions :—that the
church of God is expressly designed, in its1elative
c2pacity, and as the depositary of the knowledge
of salvation, to be his witness to the world ; that
in cveiy age it has prospercd or declined in pro-
pottion as it has fulfilled or neglected this special
office ; that its motives and its responsibility fur
answering this cnd are greater now-than at’ any
preceding period of its history 3 and that this con-
siderztion should induce its members ansiously to
survey its wants, and its sesources for answering
that end: and may the divine Founder of the
Church be graciousf;' present, by his Spirityto atd
our meditations.
(To be continved.)

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.
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VIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SCRAPIURLS.

Variors convincing,and unanswetable Treatis
s2s have Yéen written on the Genuineness, Aue~
thenticity, Inspiration, &c. of the Holy Seriptures
—a subject of infinite moment to :1l men, os the
Saviour hath said, «In them ye think ye have
clemnal life.?> Many, however, of these admira-
ble works are of considerable catent, and require
great attention to the reasoning by which theie
authors reach the proof, 1o which their argumen-
tation is directed ; and cannot ecasiiy be compre-
hiended by juvenileor fecbleminds.  “The follow-
ing Arguinent, which Mr. Wesley calls < A clear
and concisc Demonstration of the Divine Inspira~
tion of the Holy Scriptures,”® while it is unan-
swerably convincing in its proofy is yet so simple
in its form, as o b2 easily understood hy the fee-
blest capacity, and wmay be successfully wielded
by the most youthful and timid believer, to the
confusion of ¢ scoffer and infidel—cnabling him
¢ to give an answer {focvery man that asketh him,
a reason of the licpe that is aa him, with meck-
ness and fear.”

There are foar grand and poweifal arguments
which stron3ly induce us tohalieve that tne Bible
must be fiom God,y-viz: miracles. pophecics, the

grodness of the dactrinz, and the moral character
of the penmen.  All the miracles flow fiom Divine



