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131 Titi: IlLL. JOUiX 1IARIIS.

Yer arc iny u'ilnesses, sailli the Lord, lht 1 cli
G;od."1-saiati xliii. 12.

Tiimtn. is ozie iloportLînt respect in which ail ob-
jcts in thec uiàiierse, fron tige aMont tu. the arcli-

au-ei, uttitc; ail are witnesses fui (God. lie wlîo
made ail things fur iilbmîlf, lias .so mode tlicm,
fliaf, vuluiiîariiy or iivoluntitrily, accordi,îg ta
tlîeir re!spectiv-e ia.atuics, they distinctly attestlite
divinîe e.xibteîce anîd claracter. lie lias uatlieft

or rial. 1he grcat naline ofth fl ab is siiwuven
int the texture of tvcrythingi lie lias made. So

tuait cYcîr if the creaturc possess a %iiîi, alla tlîat
i!lli heome '.ijîra-ed, and guilîuly %%-itlîliuld ai

intelligenît testimony Io Uîe divine ex~istence, an
cloquent and incorruptible witncss is stl ta bie
fouad in flae physico.l constitution of tb&t Crca-
turc ; if thc foui aboula say in lais heart, 14Thzrc
is nu Gud," cvezy pulse of fh.at iîeart replies,
ccTiiere io," and ev.ry atom of that vital1 orgali
allas, "M e is thy Make r."3

As the nature of thec material witriesses differs,
it filiows of course f lat flhe arianer in wlaacl fhey
reuider thcir eviîlence wili vary accordingly. li
regard tu saine of them, fihe marks of design aîîd
lienelicence are sa obvious, thlat tlicy may bc said
t3 be ever spcalrang for Goi, wviîloîît solicitation,
-the divinet signature is visibiy imprintcdl on
theil surf&ce. In regard te Othtri, the evidente
lies deeper, and mnust bie souiglit fur patieiitly. Iu
sucla cas.-s, wiîile the waînesscs are r±ndcr exami-
nation-whiie flac investigation is pjroceeiig
front link ta liîîk in fthc chain of evidence-tMe
ungodly sometimets xanseasonabiy exuit, and fthe
timid and uninforîacd believer in reveiation trent-
Ides for fthe issue. But he need rald. Let him
cxily wait confldeittly-, as God docs, till the examii-
nation bie comriplete, til fthe inquiry lias tearhed
thc lait link of the cluaiji, and that link will inva-
rialîly ie Ceunît in fthc hanît of Goa.

Chemistry--oncc the stronghold of tlac sceptic
-- bau loia4 ilince discovcrcd that no substance in
nature il simple aud îanmixed; in otlîcr words,
Uagat. everyfbing lit ini a lieu state-that even the
atom is a arfificial, manufacturcît fhLng: sa flash
au arguciat for Goît lies hid in ercry )&article of
which the globe is composta; and a %vatness is in
moerve in evcry pebible we pais; andt a final ap-

pelis 1adged for bim in tige climents, or fii
-]rincls of a.1 fling: thîus lemgolàishing thic al-
tir ihc sceptacasr hall erechcd, te flae eternity
or the worid1 and replacing if by an ai tar dedicat-
.4 xî irxscesa ta the Divine Crelot. So ti,

if wc holît our eace,or witbboldour aomagethc
ve7~ stoutes tril cry out.

(aeology-the voice of the earhh, flac Poinpeii
ntnaural religion, the itnes aaow tioder exaîni-
nation-., Wifntessraiscît from flac rave cf a for-
mer trorid, is prodiacing lier pîrimitive formations.
Io ahew iliaf even lIiq are in a inde site i and
lier fosil skcletons, ta shew thlat flîcy bear indu-
bitible marks of having corne froin the liand of

fihe one Great Digner: leaving us Io infer,thât,
coulît we reacx fthc fon-idations cf I!te eaith, tre
should finil il inscribed wlth fthe naine of the Di-
vice Aiclifet-fth.t, toulît wc penntrate Io flie

central Atom offlie globe, it would speakfer Cod;-
and fibus impelüia us te ercct, out of tlac wre
of a formecr trori , a f aanple Io lIiin vho, bath
created a1ilflîingg new.

Astroamy kcads us fosii into the t-ast amphi-
t1acatre of nature, te gazz on ten tlaousauiue

l eu fliaîsand luaiig xvorlds. and are tlscN tact 8Il
wilnesscs lor (;gd? For arc fîey tiot ail *in 111u-
lion il *This is ntnature, lut mniracle. Titîe first
miracle %vas flic production of matter-tie second,
te make that niaffer suove. Ifs jatnural strate is
resf; but liere are unnumnb*rcil in> ri.aaals of umate-
rial %vorlîls iii motion, out cf flîcir jiafural state, iii
ait artifici.iI, consfîtiiscd, jarefertiitural state. Thae%
arc ail Cood'switîuesses. ite stars iii hacir courbss
figit aginât irreiigioaa. Eicli of flacîîî, oiacdieiît-
ly fuhlowed, is a star of iletllehviu-a guide Lita
flic Divinîe lireseuce. Eacli o! flicaii rushaes
thraugx inaçaiciasif v aà a miracle, ;nid a luessenger
frona Gîîd ta fthe uiversel proclaiainiiuîgI "Tere
is a Gol, aî,d flic Iaid of that Gud i, titl iiaS
and ail tuf f!i ullite-> es, fIais is fie real iliîaic
of thc siilurts, flac chocrus ofl cre.itionit-aIl tuf tlieîu
tinife iii laoclaimîino lais itcaail power alla god-
lead. iu tîle estiiafioli of flac Ilsaluuisl, flu cre-
alioti is a vasi templ~ae i aid ofteui did lie sunauxuui
flic cr..afares, na Join fiei iii a universal anîg
Uf lîraise. Aud John licard flic chorus. Tiae
noise aaid Jin of a dlibfracl.d wonld mîay drowîî
tbrir voices here . "99But," saiti lie, "4every
creature twhiclî i.; iii lieuxen, alla oit fthe earfix,
sud imider ftie cartli aud suca as are iii thle sea,
and ail fhiaf ae in iifein, lîcarîl 1, sa3ilig, BIcs-

'iii nalla hoaiour, and glory, and poiwer, be tna
i',îîn fliat sitîtitý ulîoii taie fhiciie, and s.iuto flac

Lamb fac cer." £hus nature, ith laillier my-
riad voices, is evcr* makisig affiramation ala loatiî
of flic di'. iie caistice, auJ lliiig flac uuîivcn.e
%viflla fli ecl of aîsuric

But silice fthe 1acriod cf flic creafion, il iiew stite
of fliings lias arisen, .aud a taect order of witîierses
haî cunsucqttnti3 beceonre necessan'.. Sinbas eau-
f 'red lh flic ld. Miail liras fal' wvfroiu lhi!,
M.%aker, na lis riotiiicetl Cie t1ivine aufliority.
To su>, Itczeforc, fiat fiac is a Goal, and thaf

f ietGu is wise, 11aowerrul, and goal, is ciîhv fu
say, iii ifTect, Viînt fdatre is grouaad«for flae greafest

aîpccieasiou niîd ahanma: for asin is a guihty ina-
îaaa.-chment off Ilat %visdom, a haostile defance of
that power, anid a wilfitl allront of fixaI goodness.

Tie question, flacrefare, iaow arises, whiat is the
course wiîich flac offendeici Majesty of licaveix is
likely te take foiars us? Vhat, xandertfhese,
new circumslancc.., are tixe tact tenuis an whuch
tre stand tl lîim ? JPJU justice have frc
course agaiuast uas? And ifiiatf, %vixat is to furu
if aiside ? Oit filis anxiauts tapie, nature lias re-
ceiveil noe inistructionas, and is rilenf. '%The

-DetIh said, '9Il is îiul iii mc.'"I Clouas cf gim
iare gafite and settîcil iuf o ffîick darlînes:,
lound about luis fîoue,-and wlietlicr flac ligaf
fliat titi c'.-nfusly lturst fort's frain thaf gloom
trii be a flerce ilash, te scathe -ai dcsfrav. or a
xcuial ray, te enuunie hope, nature coaald ril
furctel. 'lly Uic intfroduactionx cfsin, our condition
hall tiecame lireteruatural, and the 'Voce tixat
spealas te us, therefore, musf lae supernafurai.
(.ot musfberomr-bis own wtrcifcs.

And lit diii so. Breakang flc fearful silence
thii in liii! îrodlnccd, mi-1 wviici naiglt have
lasteu forever,he îajoli taxas. Ani cverv acceuf
lie xitteretd ias ani accenat of! love. Iis first sen-
t ence contai îed houie for thc wo.-d. Ilcsignilied
fixaI if was li$ divine Mtention fa Save m'nd a-

nnceel at once n comn; Rcdeemer. i'xiiGod
isi 'l'li Te great question is ansxvred-the

,rangd secret hb aisaic thzt Cod is larc!
.And the world ru 1kueir il. Thre vzail wlaich
tain had raiscil haecen Cod cnd lis fizc fallen-
and, haciiol-1, "1Ga is love Ili .Aral cvery crea-
turc rander licaven iniut lier of il. The ip.
nxe" o! every in depznC% oni hia Laowinz if.
44This is lite efernal, Ia 1-now fhec Ilhe oniy trie
Goa, anad .iesur. Chiir uvhoan fhiu hast $tilit.,,

But if tht knowledéet thf fieUdvine- clianacter

fbc flus indib;ýeiisablc, lion- shahiliat knoivledgea
lie mialle îiost ;ýccesiiîglc aiid avaiuable? As iis-
fioiis anîitipiv, andt one gecratioiî succedîs nui-
ther, ilow shli tlii sacrt'd fr.asure c Lelarecveil
auJ traiisrifîvd!? .Deprax'ity tub lamperu wiiifs

iîlies vhio shaîl guaid if front pollîîtedl bandîs ?
Plvîîiteace and fear will question ils trutlli; %vo
shalh tîacour.age flarnà tu Lelicve if? LIubciief
will dispuîte atb aufbeniticity; -Who $hall ticnt %vif-
lis forctod? Ail willaicc dil, for itis easential
lu balvatioîi i iîow :,hall ilf fi made acccs!i,lc.r,?

Nuw thest ciuestionis lîadiaccn aîîticipatcl hay
flic0 teriîal zîîiîd, and ;Adi fliese iieCelssitiC5 jiraviJ-

cd for, !là lus Ilurpose ai iîistituting, a clîurchi-.à
bOCiet f % i xLieSSeS for Goa. The design of thas
divine inîstitutioni, indeed, as two4fuld-p~rtly, au
lor?luitifehea c xiare o! ils uwin uleaiiei ; but
îîrauupilally, to lie a %iitraes for GoL, ail iîastuîuilà:aa
ot lis aîîercy tu the wvoid. It is fiîsft a fucus, in
whiit ail tfl i-lît froaî, hîca shîould iiicet. ata.
ail the banctifics excellece of carth bc colléci cd
and cauîbîîcd ; that it aîaight siet lie a cciatrr.,
vliîcncc the li,-lat of trutli aîii'hîft coustaiitly ia-
gliate, and pour forth iii ail direcfions over tÈiu
face ofîthe carîla.

And, accondiiigly, the geucral rcînai las ta whiciî
1 %vnulîl nouv solîcîft your devant attention, relate
ta tue follotçing imnportantl positions :-thit the
ciaurch ofGudisexpressly deài.,ned. in i tsielatixrg
capacity, miail as thc dejîosaitaiy afitlie knnw.qlcdge
of salvition, to lae bis vvitness te flic world; i at
in cvc;y age it lias prosjaered or declisied in irég-
portion as it lias fulfilîci or neglected futis speciai
office ; thet ifs motives and ifs responsiaulixy fo.r
ans%çeriîîo fitis cnd are greater îîow flian at*:iny
îîreceding peiod o! ifs listary ; -nna that this con-
%idleratioui slîaîîld iiîduce ils anembers aunxiou-iy. te
.ur% cy ils wvanf , and ils sesources for anaawering
that end: andI ay the divinue Foîtider Of flac
Clîurch lae gracioiaslv presclit, bly lus irit,to .i

out tùeditatioiis.
<To lie conlinîîerl.)

DIVINaE -tUTIIOilITY OP rilu IIOLY SC.IlirLW.;s.
VAitiofs convinciiîgan xananswveiabic Treat.-

scs have beëen written on 111e Genuiiîeness, Atî-
fhentici*v, inspiration,&c. of t'e HIoiy Seriptures
-a suhjcf of infinite mntment fa zill men, cs f lie
Saviotur bat h said, "lIn fhien ye tîiuk ye haave
cfcînal lie" Many, bowever. of t'lest athmira-
fie worcs are of considerale extanl, amnd requit.
great attenution te the x-easonixz fuy wiîlich their
authors reaci flae proof, ta whichIî fhcir argumen-
fat ion is direcei; mnd cannot casiiy hoe couaprt-

Ixedet b jivexil orfehieinnîl. ht follat-
in-g Atglignenf,whlich Mr. IVcsçley tlis 'cz A clear
and concise Demonstrattion of flic Divine Inspira-
tion o! tht Ilaly Scriptures 'I whîiic if is tannn-
sxveralaly couvinciug iii ifs lar, i4 %et se simpîle
iii ifs form, as fn b2 cahily undcrstout fly ftic fe-
bics. capacity, and mnay be succcusfuliv wielded

lay flic niost youtiaful an-] fimni lacliever, Ithex
confusion cf tbe srocler and infidel-enabling laini

cia gi ve an answer ta every auxan tuaIt zsixch hiit,
a eson af the licpe fiant as iux lain, %'ith zncck-

iess au-J frar."
Thete ate fonr nra ;n poveifal zrgameigti

whicli stwaî,-1W inrae us toa blieve t a fige Bible
must b.e ficmn 6od z: miracles. liopicics, the
g odine- cf thé dciCrýInr, and the moral ciaracter
cf flic penunen. Ail flie miracles iiow fitm Divine


