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THE WESLEYAN.

BIBLE SOCIETY.

O« the evening of Wednesday, 27th ult,, the
Anniversary Meeting of the Montreal Ausiliary
Bible Society was held in St. Andiew’s Chuich,
in this city. [t commenced at seven o’clock pie-
cisely, according to what was ennounced in the
advertisement ; and vie were not a little gratified
to sce this peifect correspondence between notifi-
cation and action 3 and we make thisobservation,
in the first place, to do credit to those who con-
ducted the arrangements ; but also, being journal-
ists for the public good, we touch upon this sub-
jeet in order to encourage and promote puncluali-
2y to hour and minute in all public mectings, and
in all the committee meetings of our many hene-
volent socicties.

There was a good audience present when the
business commenced, and it afterwards increased
10 a full mecting. The fitst thing done was, the
reading a portion of Holy Scripture, a very befit-
ting made of opening a Bible Society meeting.
‘This was done by the Rev. Dr. Matiieson, in
whose church the meeting was held: and, in
succession, the same gentleman offered up, with
the asscmbly, an appropriate prayer for the bles-
sing of God on the Parent Bible Society, and on
its Auxiliary in this place—for the whole church
of Christ, and with special supplication that the
church might eaily be coextensive with the
whole earth.

The President of the Society, the Honourable

testaaly and mast fully consent to go all of us un-
der the name of The Catholic Church —~under-
standing by this what the Cathelic Church was
in the days< of the Apostles, and what we are sure
it will again be,y five to see it who may,

We might touch upon other points noticed in
the Repart, had we sufficient room, and we are
sure that every part of it would aford gratification
to our readers. 1t willy however, be printed, and
when it comes to our hands we shall he glad to
give extracts from ity in order to henefit onrread-
215 on the one hand, and on the other, to henclit
the Bible Justitution, by making ils objects and
operations more generally known, awd thus to in-
duce many to contiibute lo its support, who at
present do not, and simply because they are not
propetly informed on the subject.

The first Resolution was moved hy the Rev.
Dr. BLack, and w.  accompanied by an able
speech, in whichy among other useful observations,
he expressed an carnest wish and hope for a sys-
tem of education to be established in and over all
the country, in which all might be taught to read,
and be able to profit by the Holy Heriptures,
This Resolution was seconded by the Rev. R. L.
Lusunn.

The sccond Resolution was moved hy the Rev.
CaLER Stroxe, in a very appropriate specch,
The Rev. gentleman particulatly noticed the con-
fidence we have a 1ight to possess in regard lo
the power of truth over error, and that we need

Pxrer MGiry, who was in the chair, commenced
the immediate business of the meeting, by a well
arranged and suitable address, stating the object
in view, and making remarks on the great wotk
of Bible Societies.

The Annual Report of the Society was then
1ead by the General Agent. 1t was a truly inter-
esting dncument in many respects.  We perceived
by it that the great object which the Society spe-
cially underiook a {ew years ago, is steadily going
on to its completion: this was to supply every
family in the province with a copy of the entire
word of God. It was a noble and venturesome
enterptise in the Society to compromise itself in
such a good, extensive, and dificult work. The
rewards of their labour are, however, already in
their hands, in a good measure, in the great good
they have visibly eflected, by putting many fami-
lies in possession ofthe Word of God, which were,
and had long Leen, destitute of it, and where it
was most gratefully received, and with inications
that lead to the hope that the same volume would
ot lie idle, but be read with care and frequency.
Not the least gratifying part of \ue Report was
the account given of an extensive circulation of
the Scriplures among our French fellow-subjects
around us, of the Roman Catholic religion. And
this cheering account was considerably enhanced
hy the facts mentioned, of several priests, in dif-
ferent parts of the country, having given their
countenance and their active 2id to this distribu-
tion of the word of Go.l among their pcople. We
shall indulge ourselves in the hope that this dif-
fusion of the Scriptures among our French friends
will go on, and will rapidly increase from yearto
year, until the Bible is generally found in every
honse. And if it does so increase, as it indeed
must, we shall hope to see a greater union effect-
ed among us than that of the Provinces. We
shall hope to see areal union of two classes of peo-
ple, and, what is mote, a union of our veligions;
and we do not care much what name may remain
to designate tne United Religion, so that it is The’
Religion of the Bible. And,as one of the speak-
ers rematked, if our French friends will drop their

not be very solicitous about the political restrain-
ments of the latter, if the other be left fully free
to combatit.  And well he might make the state-
ment ; for assurcdly the conjutations of error will
be made to disappear befure the power of truth, as
the serpents of Jannes and Jambreswere devour-
ed by that of Moses.

This Resolution was scconded by the Rev. W
‘TavLog, in a powerfui speech. The frank state-
ments made by the speaker as to the abjects of the
Bible Society here upon the French population,
and the spitit of charity with which he delivered
them, were both gratifying and instructive.

The third Resolution was moved hy the Rev.
H. Essox, whose address gave great satisfaction
to all. It was of a truly biblical nature, because
he pointed out not only the duty of circulating
the inspired volume, but also, and especially, the
duty of Ministers to make their churches bible
clastes, so to speak, in order that their flocks
might be thoroughly imbued with the letter and
the spirit of this heavenly book. After a similar
manrer did he show the duty of parents in regard
to their children, and their households. By pur-
suing this plan, he remarked, {he promise would
be visibly fulfilled, when no man would need to
teach his biother, for all would thus be taught
the knowledge of God and of salvgfion.

Joun Dovaary, Esq. seconded this Resolution
in a bricf but very suitable address, in which he
drew attention to the many tongues the Bible now
speaks, through the labours of the Parent Society,
like another Pentecostal gift.  He alsourged up-
on the asseinbly the duty of effectually aiding this
important institution, hy the different means with-
in our raach.

The Rev. J. Taomson, Agent of the Parent
Society, moved the fourth Resolution, and gave
some gralifying statements respecting the feelings
and efforts in favour of ti-c general circulation of
the Scriptures in New Rrunswick, Nova Scotia,
and Piince Edward Island, as witnessed by him
in travelling through these provinces during last
summer.

The Rev. M. Witrovcusy seconded this Reso-

word Roman, we shall readily drop our word Pro-

lution, and in doing so, picked up, as he said, some

fragments that remnained after the preceding ad-
dresses, and which fragments were very accepta-
ble to all present.  One of these had respect to
the President of the Society, who was in the chaje,
Providence, the speaker remarked, had favoured
and hononred the gentleman in question, in vari-
ous ways in this community, but chiefly in ho-
nouring him to be the President of the Bible So-
ciety.

The President, in putting this Resolution before
the mecting for adoptio 1, fully acknowledged his
coincidence with the last speaker, in considerinz
the post of Piesident of the Bible Society os bis
highest title,

At this petiod ot the mecting the cotiection was
taken up, which amonnted to £26 125, 5.

The Rev. J. T. Byrwg, from L'Ouignal, row
moved the fifth Resolution, for the appointiment of
anew Committee, accompanying it with a few
words only, a: the hour was late. The Rev. F.
Broows scconded this Resolution,

The thanks of the meeting were most cordially
awarded to the President, for his conduct in the
chair during the evening, on the motion of Capt.
Martrano. The Rev. Dr. Davis seconded the
same, expresting the justness of the tribute paid.

In conclusion, the Rev. H. WiLkes gave ont
the Doxology, which was sung in one general
voice by the whole assembly,

In this manner passed the Twentieth Anniver—
sary of the Montreal Auxiliary Bible Society ;
and from the sentimen{s uttered by the various
speakers, together with the manner in which the
addresses were delivered, a general, we may say,
a universal impression was produced in favour of
this anniversary over allits predecessors: all were
led involutarily, as it were, to say to themselves
and to others, that this was the best Bible Society
mecling ever witnessed among us.,

[tistmly a subject of much thanksgiving to
God, the author of all our blessings, in common
life and in the Christian life, 10 see the Bjble
cause making this visille progress among us. “I'o
God, 2nd fo Him only, be the glory ; and let us
all be stirred up by his mercies to us in this ob-
ject, to labonr more and more diligeatly and bum-
bly, to promote the kingdom of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by promoting, through every mean« in our
power, the general circulation and the general
use of the Holy-Scriptures. May God hasten the
univarsal diffusion of his Word over the whole
world : soon nay it speak all tongues—soon mnay
it reach all nations—soon may it come into every
house—and soon may the day arrive when every
soul shall read it, learn it, believe it, and obey it,
to the glory of God.

The following are the Resolutions passod at the
meeting :—

I.—That the Report which has now been read,
be adopted, and that itbe printed under the direc~
tion of the Committee.

11,—That this Meeting contemplates with much
satisfaction, and with sincere thanksgiving to God,
the progress. that has been made during the year
that is now closed, in circulating the Holy Scri
tures among our fellow~subjects of this province
speaking the L'tenchlanguage, and professing the
ftoman Catholic religion,

111.—That this Mecting rejoices in the increas-
ed prospetity of the British and Foreign Bible So-
cicty, as indicated by its Jast year’s operations, in
which its income has been larger, and its circu-
lation of the Scriptures, in its many tongucs,
morc extensive than in any former yeor; and
earnestly desires that this Socicty may be enabled
to aid it, in every way, inits noble and extensive
undertaking.

1V.—That this Meeting

Th Tejoices with gratitude
and humility before God, for the extensive circue

lation of the Scriptures, by the Montreal Auxilia-

1y Bible Society, during the last and previous



