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had by this time entirely recovered frum his,
wounds, having learned from stragglers the
sickly condition of Genera: Drummond’s
army, and that the General was meditating

" the removal of his forces to a healthier lo-
cality, determined to anticipate the move-
ments, and to gain the credit of having
compelled the retreat. On the afternoon of
the 17th he accordingly advanced with a
large force, and succeeded after a gallant
resistance in carrying the whole line of bat-
teries. The Americans were, however, not
permitted sufficient time to destroy the works,
indeed they were not‘even able to spike the
guns, as detachments of the Royal Scots, the
59th, the Glengary light infantry, three com-
panies of the 6thand seven companies of the
82nd now made their appearance, and drove
the enemy, at the bayunets’ pvint, frrm the
batteries nearly to the glacis of Fort Erie,
-making several prisoners in the charge and
pursuit. By five o'clock the works were
again occupied and the line of piquets
renewed.

As will be seen by General De Watteville’s
lettor to General Drummond the loss of the
British in this affair was very severe. The
Americans acknowledge a total loss of five
‘hundred and ten killed, wounded and pri-
so0ners.

Despatch from Major-General De Watterille,
to Licutenant-General Drummond.
Camp before Fort-Erie,
Sept. 19, 1814,

Sir,—I have the honor to report to you,
that the encmy attacked, on the 17th in the
afternoon at three o’clock, our position be-
fore Fort Erie, the 2nd brigade, under colonel
Fischer, composed of the 8th and de Watte-
ville’s regiments, heing on duty.

Under cover of aheavy fire of his artillery
from Fort Erie, and much favoured by the
natuxe of the ground, and also by the state
of the weather, the rain falling in torrents
at the moment of his approach, the enemy
succeeded in turning the right of our line
of piquets, without being perceived, and
with a very considerable force, attacked
both the piguets and suppcrt, in the flank
and rear: at the same time, another of the
enemy’s columns sttacked, in front, the

piquets between No. 2 and No. 3 batteries,
and, having succeeded in penetrating by No,
4 piquet, part of his forco turned to his left,
and thereby surrounded our right, and got
almost immediate posscssion of No. 3 battery,
The enemy then directed his attacks, witha
very superior force, towards No. 2 battery;
but the obstinate resistance made by the
piquets, under every possible disadvantage,
delayed considerably his getting possession
of No. 2 battery; in which, however, beat
last succeeded.

As soon as thealarm was given, the lst
brigade, Leing next for support, compesed of
the Ruyal Scots, the 82nd and 29th regiments,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, received
orders to march forward ; and also the light
demi-hrigade under Lieutenant-Chlonel
Pearson: the Gth regiment remaining in
reserve, under Lieutenant-Colonel Camp-
bell.  TFrom tha Concessionroad, the
Royal Scots, with the 89th as support,
moved by the new road,” and met the
enemy near the block-house, on the
right of No. 3 battery; whom they en-
gaged, and, by their steady and intrepid con-
duct checked his further progress. The 82¢
regiment, and three companics of the Gth
regiment, were detached to the left, in order
to support Nos. 1 and 2 batteries. The
enemy having, at that time, possession of
No. 2 battery, and still pushing forward,
seven companies of the 82d, under major
Proctor, and the three companies of the Gih,
under major Taylor, received directions to
oppose the enemy’s forces, and immediately
charged them with tho most intrepid bra-
very, driving them back across our entrench-
ments ; and also from No. 2 battery, thereby
preventing their destroying it, or damaging
its guns in a considerable degree. Licu.
tenant-Colonel Pearson, with the Glengarry
light infentry, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Battersby, pushed forward by the centre-
road, and attacked, and carried, with great
gallantry, the new entrenchment, thenin
full possession of the enemy.

The enemy, being thus repulsed at every
point, was forced to retire with precipitation
to their works, leaving several prisoners, and
a number of their wounded in our hands.
By five o’clock the entrenchments were again
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