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and a maintenance of a steady allegiance to Hi
i the sting of death s taken away- it iy deat

THIS I» REST, LORD JESUS.

LS

into a desert place, and KEST AWHI FoeMARK 1 i3t

‘This, this is rest, Lord Jesus,
ALONE with Thee to be;

The desert is a gladsome place
With thy blest company,

Oh 1 s\weet to hear Thy tender voice
Bidding me “come apart 3

Such rest for throbbing, aching wmind,
Quiet for weary heart,

Yes, this is rest, Lord Jesus,
ALONE witn Thee to be;

And when 1 sigh for “fellowship”
To find it all in Thee,

Thy saints on carth how dear they are;
Thy love how passing sweet ;

Yet would I leave them all 1o sit
ALONE at thy plerced fect.

Such precious rest, Lord Jesus,
ALoxg with Thee to be;

Thy secret words of love to hear,
Thy look of love to see,

To fecl my hand tight clagped in Thine,
‘To know Thee atways near,

A happy child Aroxg witnt Tus,
My heart can nothing fear.

This, this is rest, Lord Jesus,
ALONE with Thee to e :

The desert isa happy spot
With thy blest company,

Anaid the throng T might forget
That L am all Thy own;

[ bless Thee for the *deseet place.”
With Thee, my Locd,ALoxE,

OBIGINAL

= L WRHE STING OF DEALH IS SIN.

" us.

ISt COR.: 1STH CIIAFILR.
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It is appointed unto man once to die—notning"
can release him from this sentence, for death, or
the sentence of death is passed upon all men.
To the King and to the Peasant alike it may be
said: “Set thy house in order, for thou shalt
die and not live” Death stretches forth his
bony hand, we feel his cold and irresistible
touch, we shrink, but cannot say, Go thy way for
this time, when 1 have a more convenient season
1 will call for thee,  We have no choice in the
matter, and can expect no especial favors—the
combat is unequal—a truce will not avail-—no
quarter will be given. Death is merciless, and
the grave has no compassion, It is appointed
unto man ozée o dic, and it is hot pleasant unless,
in some degree, disarmed ; and even then the
dissolution brings sadness to our homes. I can-
not sing “ Ah lovely appearance of death, what
sight upon carth is so fair.”  But whether we
like it or not, the horrors of the tomb are before
What, then, is to be done?  Shail we be
satisfied to remain all our lifetime in slavery for

1 fear of death? Can we do anything to remove

the sting of Jdeath? ‘The sceptic answers in the
negative—*all is dark beyond.”  Professor "I'yn-
dall, the great English sciemist and sceptic,
says: “The mind”of man may be compared to

a musical instrument with a certain range of

notes beyond which, in both directions, we have
an infinitude of silence. ‘The phenomena of
matter and force Tie within our intellectual range,
and as far as they reach we will, at all hazards,
push ourinquirics.  But behind, and above, and
around all, the real mystery of this universe lies
unsolved.” Huxley says: “\Vhy wrouble our-
selves about matters of which we know nothing
—and can Enow nothing?” "Uhis sounds philoso-
phic, and theoretically it may serve such men as
Tyndall and Hunley to whom the preaching of
the Cross is foolishness; but it cannot remove
the sting of death. ‘The sting of death is sin,
and such men know no sin.  Sin is the trans-
gression of law, but with the hightoned (?)
philosophic sceptic there is no law but *‘the
great fundamental  Zaws of naturg” and to
observe these is the whole duty of man while
living, and at death he simply goes back to swing
around the poles in unconscious bliss as s past
of *matter and force,” or to dwell in an * infin/-
tude of sifenee”  But this is a dark picture--
Christ hath brought ite and immortality to light
through the Gospel, and by faith and obedience,

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye youtsclves APART

SELLCTIONS:

withawt a sting, It must be understood her
that the sting of death has no reference to th
pains of death.  If the sting of death is sin, the
the pain of dying is not the sting. ‘I'he remorse

nation that scizes the trembling sinner as hy
“stands upon the brink and fears to launcl

NUMBERS NOT STRENGTH.

{1t hasbeen demor  «ted on a hundred battle

the guilt, the fear of the judgment-—the condemllds thatmerenumbersdonotconstitutestrength,

Marathontenthousand Greeks hurlcdback: one
ndredthousand Persians; athousands Spaniards

is the fearful looking for of judgment with all
its incomprehensible and terrible consequences

a terrible future—of an efernal future—=together
with the dissolution of the outward man gives to
death a temrible sting. ‘The curtain drops, the
seene closes in sadness,  But “there is no con-
demmation to those that are in Chirist Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.” ‘I'he
closing scene with the Christian is quite different
~sin, the sting of death, is removed, and death
is swallowed up in victory, “I'here may be, and
often is, great bodily pain, but umidst all, the
sting being taken away by the blood of the
Lamb, you hear the gentie whisper * For me
my elder brethren stay and angels beckon me
away and Jesus bids me come.”

“T look away beyond the sea,

Where mantions are prepared for me;

And view the shining glory shore,

My Heaven, my home for evermore,
O death where is thy sting!  Death with a
crushing weight sinks the body to the tomb, yet
the Christian hope, which is sure and steadfast,
anchors him within the sail.  “[hanks be to God
who giveth us the victory through our lLord
Jesus Chuist.  But in order to achicve this
victory, or to remove the sting of death there;
must be a faithful continuance in well-doing.

Peter says. simabine = Christi: o
f‘m".z..‘..y-w«m-you Aeanistan graces e

not only possess Christian sentiments, but there
must be a true Christian character: then our
labor will not be in vain. ¢ Be not deceived,
whatsoever aman soweth that shall he also reap.”
It is encouraging to Anozv that our fabor will not
be in vain in the Lord. Peter said ¢ Lord, we
have left a/f and followed Thee, what shall we
have therefore?”  The Loxd said: “No man
that hath left all for my sake and the gospel’s,
but shall receive a hundred-fold now, and in the
world to come life eternal.” ¢ e that orercor cth
shall inherit alk-things, and God shall wipe away
all tears, and there shall be no more death—no
sorrow, no pain.”  “Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord” Paul said in view of the dis-
solution: “I have fought a good fight, I have
Lept the faith,” and he says “there #s Jaid up for
me n crown of righteousness.” For hita death
had no sting. “1long to depart and be with
Christ,” “1 kot U aven building of God” e
says to the Galatians: *‘Be not weary in well-
doing, for in due season ye shall reap, if ye faint
not.” We shall have an entrance abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom,amidst the welcomes
of Saints and Angels joined. Wherefore, be ye
stedfast, always edounding in the work of the
Lord.

-

1. Browx,

T0-DAY.

Boast not of to-morrow, “Whereas ye know not
what shall be on the morrow.” You are only
sure of one day at a time. 130 not count future
daysas if they were yours. ‘T'o you they may
never come. Do the duties of foday. Sufficient
unto the day are ali the cares and trials thereof.
One dayal a time.  Work while it isto-day. Do
faithfully each duty as it comes.  Life is made
up of individual dutivs, One song of praisc, one
petition of thanksgiving and request, one lesson
of sruth from God's word, one word of kindness,
one deed of love.  So fifling closely the hours of
el day as it comes thus making your life one
joyous, glad, sweet song, which shall unceasingly
ccho through the eternal years.

G J. B,
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Protestant churches are multiplying in the
city of Ronie, the foundations of the twenty-

second one having recently been laid.

to the sinner.  All these fearful forcbodings of|

Y

anay” s the sting, and this is the result of Sil‘(nquercd the empire of the Montezumas; one
f?r ",’c wages of sin js death-—separation fronddred thousand Englishmen hold in subjection
God in its broadest sense.  ‘The sting of deathhundred million Hindoos. ‘Fhe strength of an

\pire is not measured by the ol call of ) its
nics, nor by the number of its population.
ity efficiency, energy and force of will are the
ments of power,

‘Ihe same was trie of the armies of Ismael.
hen Gideon gathered his host, the Lord told
i that he had too many and he called out of
2 army three hundred men to whom was come
itted the overthrow of the Midianites.  Strag-
Lrs, camp followers, bummersand cowards, are
ource of neakness rather than strength, A
mpact, united, well-drilled, whote-hearted army
a few thousands is more eflicient for every
pose of war than a purposeless and motley
haltitude of ten times its numbers,  ‘Thislesson
s been learned from sad esperience by every
ilized state in the world.

1t is time thatthe samelessonshouldbelearned
matters pectaining to the Church.  Mere num-
irs count Hittle.  Methodists and Baptists boast-
gly compare figures as the test which dcciflcs
ho is greatest.  We proudly angwer the inquirer
fier the statistics of the Church of Christ, that
¢ have nearly 6oo,000 members in the United
btates. It would be immensely more to our glory
if, instead of pointing out the size of our army,
we could point to its deeds. .
ader will go.about from, congregation

Ly
. congy

el e\
periente. 1HE Wil

and sinners, are present.
vestigation that hundreds have not been inside
of the house of God for a year, not one fifth
contribute to the support of the church, and
the present residence and religious status of
half are unknown. In the majority of the
congregations the missing and the spiritually
sick are in the majority.  If this is general our
army of Goo,coo fighting uen will have to be
greatly veduced in order that we may get the
nunmber of efficient soldiers. A large percentage
are dead.

\What good results from having such a multi-
tude of lifeless members? - A dead church mem:-
ber is no safer than a dead sinner.  The back-
slider is harder to convert to a proper sense of
duty than the alien.  “Itis impossible for those
who have once been enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly yift, and were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost, and, have tasted of the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come,
if they shall fall away, to renew them to repeat-
ance.” Nor are these lifeless church members
any advantage to the congregation. ‘I'heir care-
less conduct is a reproach to Christ, ‘They are
no help to the finances, nor do they aid in the
counscls and work of tho church,  Indeed, they
are not only a detriment, but dangerous.  Under
the lead of factions and designing wien they may
be rallied to a vote that will work baneful results.
Tt is certain that numbers, without picty and
devotion to thie cause, are a positive evil, instead
of a source of strength,

If this view 1s comrect it is possible to measure
a preacher’s work more correety thau by the
number of converts reported. It iswell to labor
for the conversion of sinnersy it is still mere im-
portant, in many cases, to labor for the salvation
of those who have been converted.  “The ~ame
sacred lips that said:  “Preach the gospel,” also
said, *Feed my lambs,”  Often it is more im-
portant for the welfare of the congregation to
prune off the dead branches, than to recruit con-
verts, It is necdful in many places to get daad
wembers out before new members are brought
in, Ifthe pastor of a congregation can report
that every professor of Christ is at the post of
duty, he has done a greater work than i he had

ation and inquire of its officers cone

T st e ey
1 “pethaps find™ oné with- a°
thousand namies on its book, but atits Lord’s
Day services not three hundred persons, saints
It will be found on in-

orrelapse into lukeswarmness,  Withalivechurch
to support fum he is prepared to make conver-
sions and (o tahe care of the converts.,
‘Fhe erying need of the hour is to save the
church members.  The great effort everywhire
should be to raise the church to higher efficiency.
When it “is fair as the moon, as clear as the
sun,” it will be *mightyasanarmy with banuers.”
~-Lvangelist.
o D——

IN REMEMBRANCE
We tove to be remembered by our friends, but
we desire that their recollection of us shall be
agreeabletothem andagreeable tous,  Wewould
not choose to be remembered by some circum-
stance of pain or shame or humiliation. If re-
membered, we would prefer to be remembezed in
connection  with what was most pleasing and
honorable in ourexperience.  Our Saviour, when
he left this world, desired to beremembered by
his followers : but he selected as 2 memorial to
refresh our recollections, not the palm branches
which were seattered before Him as e rode in
triumph into Jern<alenm, not some reminder of
the transfiguration hour when His disciplesbeheld
His glory ;but he chose as the tokens by which
he should forever be remembered, the memorials
of his suffering, of his cross, of his death, Ile
did not bid us to scatter palm branches or spread
garments before himin remembrance ofhis name,
but breaking the Bread and giving the cup he
said, “Do 11 in remembrance of me,” bidding
us10 remember him bythe anguish he endured,
by his body broken for us, and his blood shed
to cleanse us from our sin.

Christ’s memorial is his cross, the shame he
¢ndured, the pain, the anguish, thescoffing and
reproach ; and the breaking of bread to show
forth his death, is a perpetual_reminder of the
most painful and shameful circumstances in ail
the life of tie-Son of-Cin],

“Do THIEInTemcbraYseor e e calls
us to remember his sorrows, to remember his
reproach, to remember the scomn, the scoffing,
the shame, the spitting which he endured.  And
if we remember him in sorrow, and bear in mind
the sufferings of Christ which he has endured for
us, we may be sure that he will remember us,not
only in the days of ourafiliction and contlict, but
when he shall come in his kingdom, and shatt
welcome us to bis presence, to his glory, to his
joy—Cls istian, (Boston.) ’

-

A MOTIHER'S 'TRAINING.

‘There were six children in the houschold—
three sons and three daughters, The mother
was a cheery, quiet, religions woman, thoroughly
bound up in her houschold. “Fhe husbaid was
a resolute, defiant, outspoken unbeliever, Iie
was a journalist, and lost no. opportunity to have
his fling at Christianity.  Unbelievers, bitter as
himself, were frequent guests at his table, and
made themselves merry with the Bible and
religious faith before the children,  “Fhe mother
seldom bore any part in the conversation.  Not
ong of the children entertained the opinjon of
the father. s they grew up one after the other
came into the church.  ‘The sons, especially,
were noted for their intelligent piety. 1 felt a
great curiosity to know how Mrs, Long accom-
plished her difficult task- by what means she had
neutralized the inflaence of her husband, and
how she had led her entire flock into the fold of
the Redeemer. 1 asked Mrs. Long togive me
some clue to her method.  “Well,” she said, “it
is avery simple matter. 1 never opposed my
husband, neverargue with him, nor dispute on
the subject of religion. I never belittledhim inthe
eyes of the children.  Bug 1 never allowed them
16 go to bed without reading a few short verses ot
somuthing the Saviour had said. 1 put his words
over against the words of men. 1 the devil st
in the tares and went bis way, might not the truth
be as potent?  And that’s the whole of it."--
Christianat Work,

»

A €oop REWON.- One of three Chinamen
studymy for the winisiry in California wishes to
preach the gospel to his heatlien sisters in China,
becavse his wother had been driven by great
sorron to suicide, * net hunowing that Jesus came

wade fifty comverts and then lat them die

o save women,”
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