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j)lays in ati admiiirable mîanner tie demîruâ
and cravings of the pcmî*. %Vitbi îmuch
pathos and sublinittv lie pictures to 11b
tlle excesses of youtih ald UIl bitter fu-
ileî -brb entailcd upion old agc. -ut

wlhat specitic dous Vie give for the inalady?
WN'hat is tu bu înan's guidingç,.st-ar ini the

p.ursuit of hiappines-,? H erc is the %vuak
pouint. 'lrue, lie iiisitittates thiat. iait
shiould turni tu ( ;od alunc finbî>>nes

but lie only iiîsintuates it. 1-ad lie ilot
nîierely insinuated llad lie inbihted thiat
v'irtue is eveiî ii tlits lfe Ille onily sc>urte
of liappines, bis work, as a moral tableau
wotiid ]lave licit jîertect.

As a picture of" humitn laricter, Mubre
oveî, Ille vile is a fitilure. 'ihe ief
.îctors, Rkasselas anîd blis sîster, ;ire relire
sented as absolutely jierfci. Tbey are
not îmly frc front ail cvili nclinationîs,
but ai1s suent unahie tu coniceive lîowv
utiter iess 1tortuniate beiîgs lnmv wvaider
froîl Ille jiatli of rectitude. As ..omlpared
witlh rcal life iltin-, c0111( lie more false.
f!lm nmw tCsi tcyriip- is a stubborn fact

lborne out by daiiy e.NperiCîICL. jolîr.son%
deliiîentioîî of Rasselas and blis sîster,

tîtiti. is u bu ceîîsuircc as teachînig thaï.
virtue is inborn raditer th.îîî acqîîired anîd

as5 teniciiL, iii Conscquelice, lo dicourale
ail efforts for Ille eradication of ev'il anîd
tlle pecrfet:tioîî of gooci iii hiuman nature.

:\nothier fauit is the pessiînistic View~
wikh the ;îuîhcr takes of life. Witlh the

exception ut, Rasselas and lusb Sistcer, lit
represeiîîs a11il mcii as heimîg; cuiier rasicals
or lîînatics. 1le ailirilis duit ill oîr licpes
aiid ecleavors ini tItis lifé arc (1<omicd to
disapîpoinîtîient. île scemis tu insimnate

thtmen are placcd oni carth iïîerely lu
drag out a iiiiserablecexi'icncc 1crein
lies Jolhuîsoîî's greatest falit. Suchi 'îel.s
tend( to eiiervate Ille sîrv'i.q, and to llge
Ille weak int uIl sloîîgh (if dispundency.

How% diffèrsnt. the truc Ch'Iristiasi jaicture
of life wheire WC sec iati, Weil, indeIed,
oftcu liîsiîîg, ilibo error or sinî, but ever

î)rc>îcîted anid assisted hy Providence, anîd
ii pesecinliallv atîai:iing aforctaste

(it tlle eternal pence awaiting Iiniiii tlle
land beyond the tombii [ lad johinsoi
thîts portrayed lus characters, liad lie ntio

m1ly 111tace thein Ma.11 anid wunîaru con-.
viiiCe(l of tlle liiliowness of worldly î)lea
sure, but set tlîcm forth as eîiîering Ilie
îaîlî of v-irtuie and lindiig- new joy nt cvery

se),liad lie tiot stopped at the iaterial,
bui looked beyoîîd iti the hrigbit land oft
the sîuirittîal, blis sketch of Ille wvould have
been liarnionious and cuiuîlete. As il. is,
ii slioIWs but unie si(le, aîîd tbat Ille darkest.

ti slte I n<irecily, iîîdeed, the othet
i-, prescnî<'d, but %vu would prefer tu hiavc

thec toi litr less lbmgblly culored and tlir
latter more clearly brc'ugbit out.

Vet, the circtumslanices iii whicli tilt
t.île w.swrîtten iiiay l>e a(dduced ini
e\teiiualiuii of Jolîîsuni's diisnial v-iews ol
lite. it was UIc %vork of one week, tilt
oh ' cl leing tu defray the C\l)eises of bis
:ui(ther*s fu nemI. ''le depression fft
spirits .auîsed by bier death wuould natur
allv Uc rellectedl in any wurk ini whiclh lie
uvas thien enggd pîeciaflv whiert Ill
suhject %vas of a nature to easily tend

itîsif tgu suicli reprcseîiîatiun, as is the case
wiîlî Rasselas. Coîîsidering this, %ve arc
in<:Iined ratlici to admtire the energy ot
UIl imari "duo. illider much tcircuuuîsltancce
at*conupilislied suich a work tliani tu ca-vil

<ime iîiamîner in whiicli it is exccuîed.
1-lis nmaini deficiencv is tliat Vi: lias nul
dwelt iviiîh stîfficient emlphiasis upoii the
nuiaîîîuert o Cq ii.tl:uiiinesý.. i :îouffl.
.1%, lready staxed, lic indicates it iiidirc-tly.
N'et is his work grent. His object ias to
shoiv tha. nian caituot find rest iii mate-
rial tlhiiîg>. and, tiouglî ilt- pic:ture bc

sumweviat overdrawîî, ie lias well ftiltilled
lus purlbose.

To Ille tliciouglîtlcss rcader Ransselas will
hiave buit litlc 1<) reconinieiîd it cxccpt a
féw cilariin-, desc-mîjniotis, but to the
phiilosoî>ltal îîiid àit ill be of tlte
zrlest ilterest as coiitaiîiig a iastcrly
eninriation of thec prollcî of lite.
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