
MISS LORIMER'S BALL DRESS.
IE was osy to \illaids' gover-

ness, and sho lhadly kmw
whceter ta ibe tiehghitd or micer-
ablo that sho iad beiet allowved

ta appear at tho bah. Stili, it was ier
very list, and a0 was not yet twenty ;
therfoe its scarcely to e wonderedi ait
that, as sho sait watchsng hlio dancers,
sheer childish joy souild trittiih ovCer
tho regtetsheitti feltat.tag to spend
lier godotier's Christmab pcsent lis
buyinig a trck.

Sho di not o we it, but it was because
her godiother, Lady P>aynton, whLo

had, indeed. secuared for tho gai lier
present position, tat sie lad ibeen per-
mitted to a 1 kear at this Twelfth Nigithall. Tie thtîg hail been tailked ovecr in
the family citelo of the 31iaîds, atid
they had decided that, thougli Ladly
Paynaton was neither a reit or very htîtiu-
entini womai, it woWit bi best for certamn
reasont not to offend lier. And! sio
iigit b offended if sht sithotild hapîten
ta ier, awvay off in the Riviera that
ier goddauiter and protégé. Violet
Larrttir, ihuit bren kCpt upstailr writh
tha chillren whila everybody elso muado
mnerry im% th baiirooma at Wanley
Grange.

Sir Valentino Maret, hioa was reaily
to be hlie gue-,t of th eveninsg, and who
coudti it wvcas ioptedl sootter or laIter
propos0 ta Henrietta. ilani, the eidest
daugiter and the " beaty ," was a forty-
Seonld cousin of La ;i ttoi's; there-
fore tha strict regrZi waitch was to b
paid to tho absent ono's feelings.

Lady Payt'on, who could nti aford
lavisgeer.ity, had scnt Violet Lor-
rimter a ftIV-pount ioto at Christmas
time, and dt girl, whocss-iary was very
small. hatd ura;-:ttly teedet ita maoney
for many things. 'When, hàowver, alto
was infomed. t iat io was expectd to
i presenit Twelfthi2 Ngit. thes e was

nating to do but to lay out th sittm, ai-
most to the last ienty. on a charming
frock. Shobad.nthtg witci could

osail • b iorn; slo ktew that Mrs.
Millai, a( whtom sua stOOd t great awe,
weould expect lier t look iell, and bo
angry if slto dtiplayed tha ioverty of her
resourres in aireewhichasiotsmart
and piretty . Therefore, wiLth a stih of
resignation, suo iai sacrificei the only
extra pocket-ioeyite suo couti hope ta
have until Chèristmas cama round nrain.
and had been more or ltsa rewarded by
tho sigit of lier own imagein thetmirror.

Neve hadl sita lossesed so dairesy a
goti. It was white, as suited lier aga
antd. exierience ai sucI worlidly 'anitics

as balls, and Violet camneî rarer ta look-
ltg beautiful thai so had over looked mt
her tia before.

Siaeas always a pretty girl. but sha
was not one of those sci struck t bc.
hoiler at first glance. Sua hsad a clear,
colourless browsn skin, wavy brown liair,
liownee and ittio soit browt hands,
liko a ciid's. Aitogether, she was a
" sytiphony itn brown ';" but to-itigit lier
shy cyes wcere large and brillist, and a
vivid dash of caination colour stained
lier prett lips and cheeks.

Site htadl no been weith the Millardas for
atiy iiontis, antd most of her timo haud

ben spent with lier thres young charges
it the schoorooms, so that sio klew lia
onir, and Mrs.Mdilati and her two grown
dutigiters thought their duty adequately
pet fored in ailowinig lier to bi prsent.
They saw no necessity for trouhng to
s-o that Violet Larrimer was provided
wvith partners. Sho ought ta lie very
happy in iaving the chanea ta lookc on;
sud besides, who weould wvant ta dance
with i governesa?

Sa Violet sat out dance ater danco,
but was cont ited enotgh, neecrticless;
and thete wcas a bright smil on ber
childish little face as sua wsatchedyoing
ceoien mor fortaunate in fie than she.

ler place ceas among the dotwagers
asti, as Valentino March deposi his
last partner by her mother's side. it hap-penied that for an instant ho caught the
eyes of Violet Lorrimer.

They had met once or twic, for March
hau stayedi on several occaaosisat Wan-ley Grange, ast was stopping in tha
houso at present; but, though lie bad
viited the schoolrisos and the children,
lie and slo had scarcely exchanged a
cwOrd.

Noce, for tho first timo, it struck th
yoing mas that sihe was ta eetty girl,
and that thers was a patleitic ook in her
largo eyes %hicL aught never to have
coioa iln thoso sf soaso young. It wias
not Iecautiso of lier newly-discovered
beuty, however. butbecausoofacertain
odd ittle ang of sympathy that Sir
Valentino larc askdher for adance.

Shlo was a little frightened at first ait
the greatness thrust uponher, forshoad
heard Henrietta ant Adelaida Millard
talking quito openly of Sir Valentine,
ant knew from theim that h was soe.
thing of a personage, and was considered
by prudent mammas to b on of the
mot eligiblo parfis in England.

Hao was iandsome, and yoing, how-
over-not yet thirt-cwith a frank, un.
affectedi masser, so that Sooin sho forgoe
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