
The Prodigal Son

THE PRODIGAL SON May 15, 1904

Luke 15: 11-24. Study vs. 11-32. Commnit to iînerory va. 17-19. Read Luke elle. 13 to 15.
GOLDEN TEXT--Come. and let us return unto the Lordt.-Hosea 6 : 1.

Il And he sald, A certain man had two sons:-
12 And the younger of themn said to hisi father.

Father. ive nme the portion of 1'goeds that faliotiî te
mc. And he divided unto them, ILi living.

13 And flot mativ days after the younger son gath-
ered ail together, and teok lits Journey into a far
country, and tiiore 2 iastcd lits substance wlth riotous
living.

14 tnd wli lie liad spont al; therearosoamghty
famine lIn that 3 land ;and lie bogan to be l wvaît.

15 And ho ivent wid jolned hinsseli to 4 a citizen of
that counitry ; anîd lie sonît Ihlm lîsto bis filds to food
swille.

16 Aîîd ho %voîîld tain have i fllled is bellS, wlth
the hiîisks that tine swine did cat: and nie man gave
unto Iiii.

17 6 Anid wvhen ie came to hiniself,. lie said, Hlow
many hirod servants of my father's have breud enougli
and to spare. anîd 1 p)er!Sll 7with hungor!

18 1 vi Il arise and go to my fatmer, and wfil eay un-
te him, Father, 1 have siiîîîod agaiust heaven, aud
8 before thee,

19 9 Anîd arn no more wvorthy to be called thy son:
make me as one of thy hlred se-rveîîts.

20 And hie arose, and came te lits father. But
mo vimen lie ivas vot ila great wvay off, his fat ber saw
liii, and 12 lîad compassionî, and ran, and fell on bit
iîock, and kissed him.

21 And the son sald unto hlm, Father. Ihave slnned
against heaven, and lin tiîy siglit $and amn o more
ivorthy te bu called thy son.

22 But the fathier said to his servants, Brlng forth
=10 the boot robe, and put il on hlm; and put a ring on
'lits hand, and sioe8 on his foot:

23 And bring iliiitiîer the fatted cadf, and kîll il;
auîd let us eat, and 12 ho nierry :

24 For thIs my son ivams doad, and Is alivo again : he
was iost, and is fouiid. And tiîey begaîî to e onirry.

Revlsed Version-' thy substance; i lie; 3counltry * 4one of the citizeus; %been flllod ýwith; , But;
lhere: sini thy siglît; 91 am; 1Owhile; Il afar off; 12 was movod with compassion; 10 quickly; i,'Omit hithor;
il mnako morry.

THE LESSON EXPLAIND
Time and Place-January. 30 A. D.; Peroa.
Connection-Thotio clironice fault-finders,, the

scribes and l>harisces, wvere offended bec-ause Jesus
receivcd and ae %vith siinners, v. 2. Ho replies with
thrce parablgs, sliewing lîow uiaturel athiîîgand right
is God's love for sinners: the first twoô - of the lost
shecp ana tIne lost coin--shoving God ln search cf the
siiiîner, the third-of the lest son--God wvelcoming the
siniier Nyho seoks lm.

1. TniE DE..P.)tTUn.-ll-13 (a). A certain
man; a fatiier, reprosentiug God, our iîoaveniy
Father. Rad, two sons ; representing the Pharisees
and the «"sinnoers," tine professed'y religlous and the
opcnly irreligious. And the yonnger said ; mnak-
iîig fooiisi choice. Uce is a type of ail sinners. The
portion of goods ; one-third, Deut. 21: 17. Sucli a
division of propcrty before the father's deth wvas not
unusuel, elthough thecson lied no legai right te inake
this demeîîd. Re clivlded uto them his livLng
(preperty) ; seeing howv restless and di scoxtented the
younigcrson 'tvas becoi-niing. Notmanydaysafter;
impatienît to be rid of home rostraixts, and froc to
gretify lits desires. Gathered ail together; ieav-
ing îiothing te druiw Ilim again towards home. A far
country; fer fromn the love and kindness and wvhole-
soine restreints of luis father's bouse. (Compare Acts
2: 39 ; Epb. 2;]13-17.)

Il. TUE, PAR COUNTlt.-13(b), 14. There;
awvay fromliiis father's raere and centrel, and frem the
observation cf tiiobe wiîo kiiew liii. Wasted hie
substance; his possmessions. With riotous living;
"living ruinously," te body muid soui as well as
pocket. Hoe i'antcd "te soc ]Ife" and lie saw the
worstand vilcstef it. Spent ail. SinfulIoys soon
come to an end. A mlghty famine. "A famine
xîot merely cf the body, but of the seul (compare Jer.
2.13.) In want; buie ad resuit cf wvasting the eifts
of life.

15, 16. Joined hi.mself te e citizen cf that
country; ini effect, a slave: a vivid pictureocf bbc
slnuer's bondaec te bbc powersof cvii. Sentb.lm. lIe

Wvho seeks te o "c«frec" from, rightoousnoss becornos9a
slave te sini. To feed swine ; the most degrading
,%verk a Jew ceuid de. " Eticod by Satan's plensuros,
the predigal becomos Satan's drudge." The busks ;
the bean-sliaped pods of the cerob-broe. eaten cnly by
bbc poorost cf the people. And no man gave unto
him. Satan bas nc pity for thc misery cf bis victinis.

III. TrnmRFrUltN.-17..îg(a). Camnetohim-
self. In fils sin ho had boon "lboside hinisoîf.",
(Compare Acts-06: 11.)
Hired servants
cf my father's.
Botter the lewest
place in God's ser-
vice, than ail the
pleesures cf sin, Ps.
84: 10. 1Iwill arise
and go to, =y
father. Compare
Isa. 55:7; Jer. 3:-12;
Hos. 14:1,2. 1Ihave
sinned; taking ail
the bleuie teliibnscif.r
Againat heaven.
Allsiîî isegainstGod, at
Ps. 51: 4. Nlomore
worthy. His con--
fession iviil ho frank; ''~ ~
ne0 excuses. To be
calledthy son. Sin ~
costsusoursonship lu
God's fr.miy. And 4This. K7 Son 11"
lie arase, and came to ies father. His repent-
axîce ivas as real and decided as bis sin.

IV. TiE WEICeME.-19(>)-2O. greatway
off. Compare Epli. 2: 13. Uis father saw hlmn.
God neyer forgets: is always Qe btie watch te forgive
and bless. (I.sa. 4.- 15; îfatt. 7; 11.> Rad compas-
sion, and ron, sund fell on is neck. God's for-
giveness is full, frauk and complcte, Ps. 103: :8-10, 12.
Xissed hirm; literally, "kissed hlm wvarmiy or

Lessoît VII.


