
The Parable of the Talents

wau charged on boans in Babylonia as far back
s the twenty-third century B.C., and was

then as high as twenty per cent. per aonum
in morne came. lu Rome the legal rate was
one per cent. per month, that ie, twelve per
cent. per annum, but the rate on loans on
special risa, as on ahips' cargoes, rose with

the advance of the msen, until it might be
thirty per cent. Justinian afterwards fixed
the legal rate at six per cent. In the East
grain, mota, and seeds were loaned as well
a money. A slave was sometimes given as
security, and hie services, duriog the peciod of
thse loan, took the place of intereat.

APPLICATION
Hie geode, v. 14. We are flot to think that

money in the most useful talent. They are
ofeten the richeet capitalise who pome@&es

Th money. 'Capital?" exciairna
aptheGants the youog lad, " 1 wish I pus-

CA lsa seseed amre of it. But, a"a,
this pocket is emptier than the other, and
the other bas nnthing in it." And yet that
saine young lad bas the best of ail capital:
lie bias time. While the multi-millionaire,
overloaded withbhie gold, ie tottering with ons
foot over the grave, this lad with the rich
warmn blood of youth coureing in hie veine bas
before him thirty, fnrty, fifty years of oppor-
tunity and possibility. The boys and girls
are thse greateet capitaliste in thia respect;
and theirs ie the great reeponsibility of makiog
the best inveetmnents.

To another one, v. 15. The man who re-
ceîved but une talent je neither tu be despised
îîor commiserated. Thse great forces of

nature are operated througb
BreadChI apparenily ineignificant agents.

S loo? Under thse microscope the yeast
plant reveals neither grandeur nec beauty.
But it cmkes two prodocte. One of thee
mnakes tbe dough cise, and renders bread light
and digestible. It in an insignificant agent,
but it cao convert the foeur of thse Western
prairies into wholesomne fond. Its other
product je alcobol. The yeast germn ie tIse
original manufacturer of thie. Without the
ycast germ it would not exiet. And wben one
recollecte bow many great msn bave been
ruined, bow many wiee men bave been made
foolish, and bow many bappy homes bave
been bligbted by drink, he cannot but ahudder
at thse awful posibilities tbat remide ln thse
mirroscopie, one-talented yeast plant. In-
finitely greater for good or evii are tIse pes-
sibilities in every life. How much we need
the grace freely offered, te tons our powere,
however emall tIse> be, le tIse rigbt direction

and cause theni to bring gond te men and
glory te God ;for it in only thse grae of
God that can accomplieh, thie.

HÙi hie lordsa toney, v. 18. According to
an Eastern allegor>', a mercbant on going
abroad gave twn friende twe sacks of wheat

each, te take cars of until he
M"M retucned. When he came back,or Growag ?

une took hlm into the store-
house and ehowed him the two identical eacks
and the ver' marne graine of wbeat, but, as
years Isad passed, the wbeat bad becorme mil-
dewed and wertheee. The other led bim to
the open country and peinted ont field aller
field of waving grain whieh had grown from
thse two sacks nf seed. Thse meccbant eaid te
Isim, " Ynu bave been a faithful friend te me.
Give me two sacke nf tbat wheat ;the rest
ebaîl be yours." Some people tbink that, if
tIse> do o overt wrong in their lives, if the>'
do net roIs or lie or strike an>' one, the>' are
keeping their talents aIl right and that God
muet be pleased witb them. But it is flot
possible to keep our talents without ueing
them. Our bearte and minde will hecome aIl
mildewed witb selfishness and @in, if we do nt
emplo>' them constantl>' ln tIse Lord'e service.
Ooly the key that is used will remain brigbt.

Enter. . nt the joy of thy lord, v. 2 1. As
the gond Leighton beautifuily says. «'it in but
little we can ceceive Isere, aone drops of jny

tbat enter loto us; but there
N,,thlsg toe shall enter into je>', as ves-
"0k ht sels mnto a ses of hmppincse "

how glorions that netering, we know from tIse
delighte of the " few dropse" we receive nnw.

Well done, v. 23. This approbation was ot
given only to tIse one who bad earned meet.
This would be manifestly unfair ; for the man

who had received five talents,
Tii. Lake and bad je that respect a great
the Eta Dro advantage over bis lese highly

endewed feflw. But iii wtt given te thse man,


