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their tacedicas harshlness anad croelty. Ia
aaay case, tue true lsrael of God would flot
perish. Tlae soul of tie Chaldaean anig!ilatha
paaffed. Up becausc of lais victories, hait the
jat siaoald live bv lais failli (chap. 2: 4).
Tibas last assurance is quuted ieccerai cimes
lay Plaul, ils a soinewlaat different senise, as
itpporting bisi doeaariae of justiicatman bhy
faitia, Rom. 1 : 17 ; Gai. 3 :1Il. (Saeo also
lleh. 10) : 38.)

Appended to l le discourses is a prayer, or
more properly a psalaaî, aaagnifyiaag tlae
Lord as the Judige, of ail] aaad confidently
predicting Coal's itirnate inîtervention for
the deliverance of Ilis own pbeople. Habha-
kaak was a yooniger contemporary of Jere-
miah, but seems to have prophesied for a
brief period oialy.

OBADoAÀa-Obadiah'8 proplaecy consiste of
unly one chapter, and contains practically a
single message, :laough representing lier-
hape several diacaurses. Tlaat message ls a
dentinciation of Edom for ils bitter hostility
to Judab. The occasion la flot clearly in-
dicated, and it is differently placed by vari-
euesacholars; bot the most probable view
aceeue to, be that it was tlae active assistance
given by the Edomites to the Chaldaans, in
tlae capture aaad overthrow of Jerusalei.
Tîjere la a close parallel hetween part of
Obadiah's prophecy and one on tlae sanie
theme by Jeremniah (cIa. 39).

as à supposed tUnit both may bequoting
from sone aider propbecy, nowlbat. Simi-
lar denuniciations of Edoin, for the same rea-
son, are fournd in Ezekiel clas. 25 and 35.
(Compare asoe Psalrn 137 : 7.)

LAMENTATION-T1Ie b<'ok of Lamenta-
tions la a collection of lIve poema, aIl of
which are dirges or wails over the destruc-
tion of Jemusalem and tlae desolate condi-
tion of the land. Apart f roin the commun
subject, tlaey have no necesarv connection
with oae another and each is complete in it-
self, but tlaey conform ta one geaieral type
of composition, having a soinewhat peculiar
Mnode of parallelism, fouaad only occasionally
eleewhereinuScripture. Four ootofthe five
pieces are alphabetic acroBtics. The fiftb,
tlaough not an acrostic, bas a verse for each
latter of the alphabet.

The Septuagint Greek version, made ha-

fore the Christian Crs, attributestae autlaor-
sillip of ail theee dirges tu Jeremiah, aîad tlais
tr idition lbas fovîud a place ia Most maodern
versions. But tlae Hebrew original mnakes noa
such dlaim, and moat modemn sciiolars are in-
cliiiod to douht il. It cannot be regarded
as evela certain liait tlaey were ail written hy
the saine antlior. Bot, in alîy casae, tlaev
mueot haave heen wrltteîî at amo long time after
the destruction of the city.

LESOSON XXIUI.
EZagIELi ANo DANIEL

Ezzatîati-Ezekiel was a prisat Who wus
carried into casptivity by the Claaldiseaîs,
along wita other leading peraunages, eleven
years before the destruction of Jertsalemn
by Nebuclaadnezzar, aîîd sîmelt the remainder
of lais life lin Bahylonia. Five vicaire alter
being carried away, lae began to proplaesv,
disroaîraging the hopes of lais fellow-exil,,,
and of tîme left, behind in Judaca, for a
speedy restoration. Owing 10 tiacir aine,
they laad every ressont 10 fear worse troubles
than any they had soi far endured. TIai,
message was îaatnrally, Most aanwelconae;
but he impressed il upon tlacir minda by a
variety of synîbolical actions and vialons of
a anost striig character.

After the faîl of the city Ezekiel was
treated wltlî more respect bv lais feliow-
countrymea, owing tu the fuiflînient of lais
predictions, and duriaig the remainder of his
proplaetic ministry he strove mainly to clacer
tbem by the laope of an ultimate restoratioa,
if tlîey would but repent of their idoiatrv
and sin. In order ta etimnlate their laopes,
he gives in the closing chapters of his book
(chs. 40 t0 48) an iseai picture of the re-
stored Jerusalem, witla ils temple, sacrifices
and festivals. He also descrihea the rodis-
tribution of the land among the trihbes. lie
hiraself paued away long before any oftlaese
hopies were realized.

lnaerted in tlae Middle oaf Ezekjel'a pro.
plaecies (cha. 25 ta 32) la a group of denuai-
diations of divine judgment on the otlier
nations of Palestine, whlch had apparpntly
reJoiced in the downfall of Jerusalemn.

DANIEL-Daniel la one of the most pic-
turealque and striking figures lu Old Testa-
ment hictory, sud hie book, la, at the mâme


