
THEt TRANDER.

the ilmo.pioce on tbe velvet counter mat,
-take tis miserabto ailing watoh. Yen

înay koep it or give it away, juat ne yen
plenso. It hasn't a whole wheel in it.
fria mnain-spring je brokon, the escape-
ment ite ont of sorts, it wvasn't half
cleatiod, and it is ontiroly ruined. It
wtt! cost me a Baat fortune te have iL
repaircd. I don't want it ny more. It
makas Me tirod te soc ic around. l'Il
buy a now dollar.aud-a half watch that
I eau take some comfort in."

The j eweler took the tiune.piece àa
retired teto tho wvorkshop. In a few
minutes ho returned with a broad eile
on bie face.

"Ie Hra it is. in perfect, order. There
lu nothing the matter with it. Yen for.
got to wînd it np hast night."

A MYSTERI0UB JEWIIL ROBBEBY.

mr. Hengiet skidmore in the youngcr
son of a junior offshoot of an &ncient
famtly. Tho blood tbat fow in bis veins
te lieraldicalty very blue, but hie fortune
when hoe came of tige wae exceedingly
limitcd, and was sonon spent. A Bkidmore
cannot condescend to commerce, and
therefore Hengist, by a contrant of mar-
nage bartered hie ancient blood for new
riches.

Ileraldicalty Miss Maria Bumne nover
bha a grandfather. Her Pa, the tate Mr.
Thomas Binne, began bie career ast a
miner, but being n clever ana plucky man
ho left the coal pit and the country te
seek a fortune. When ho was abrad bie
bond seemed te have a Midas touai. Ho
found gold in Austrahia, etruok oil in
Amertea, smuggled opium into China, re-
turned Le bis native tend, worth fnli£8,000
a 3 car, became a member of Parleament,
was venorated as a dietinguished phiian.
tbropist, flVed on tile fat of many lande,
died in tho odeur of sanotity, and hie
daugliter Maria inherited bis property.
The SkidImDre bIne bloed and the Binne
now riches met and nxeritd. Before
being Binne ne more the lady insisted
upou a sottlement, excinding lier pro.
posed twain flesh'from any shane in the
ejntrol of the property - and the bride.
groom.elect being pecnniarily net oniy -ff
tata last legs but aise off his lest crutci,
essented ta the biard conditions. Mre.
Skidmore altowed fier husband £400 a
3 car, paid quarterhy for hie per8onal ex.
pellditure, &,,d affcotionatehy cingratu.

hie habits woe net etrictly eoonomical.
Unfortunately for him the terme of Ltme
marniago ettiemant were net generally
known, and consequently, as the consort
of an oight-thensand.por.annum lady, ho
rsedily obtained oredit fromt tradosmeon,
and ioan. frein the accomniodating gen-
tlemen who nover pay the toast regard te
tie Bank cf England mnininium. Within
two yeane frein the auspicieus day when
ho liaid leased himeelf for lues to the prit
dent maria, ho was deopty, in dobi; and
dreadfnlly duncod. Hlie courage bemng
spurred by cocessity, lie ventured te aek
li.s wifo for a loan. Her reply proved
thet ahtheugli ehe miglit love him muoli,
ahe was etili fonder cf lier proporty.

IlHengist, 1 amn net a fool, ena Iw woutl
rallier put on weede Lo*morrow than give
yen a aixpenco more than your liberal

Mr. Skidmore eppliedl ta hie friend
Captain Kiddell. The naine of .Arthun
Kiddell is net in the Army List or in the
Navy List, but ho je suppoed ta have
atteined military rank in foreigu service.
In cheose li as invented a non, gambit.
Hoe has, lie says, played whist with I.-
peril (Jhaneellors. Profeesional billiard
players; applaud bis sade etroke. Ho
fias, se lie avens, won money on the
Lur£ Ho asserts that lie lias an infall.
ible systein for winning money on the
Stock Exochange.

He would be delighted te lip mr.
Skidinore. Ho was et tiat moment
engineering a Stock-Exchange rig that
muet be a fortune ta those who wene
lueky eneugli t I "be iu the ewim." If
Mn. Skidmore put in .£4000 ho would
tae £14,000 ai the ipoil in tees tien
six weeks. But wliere, oh wliere, wvas
Lhe £4,000?2 Ceptein Kiddetl would
have been cliarmed ta lend tie menay,
but hoe oa already avendrawn hie ac-
cout te oblige a noble friend. The
Captain caims te be a Napoleon in
finance.

- mby denr feltow, yeu say you have
nothing, ana soecan get nothing, but
ex nihilo nihil fit, ie a maxim onty fit for
greenliorne. Yen eaat borrow the
money."1

Mn. Chapeau, uzho lena money an
securities that are net negotiable li
Lombaird Street, egreed tu give £4,000
for a £6,000 promiseory note, at two
menthe' date.

latea hum on lier marvellons genorosity. ccChapeau ana is tribe have a tre.
Mr. SkiduiDro owed a fow tdeb.9, au da mondonus swatlew. But, my dear 5alIow,

you will net £l0,000 nt lenst, and Whon
you hav', pail Ille e,,000, yen will bo
£8000 in p)o'et."

Mr. Chapeau waa «jomowhat faetidiaue,
for a hundrede pot cent. per abinum
tender. Lie insestod Iipon MNre. SI<idmoro
joiniug ini the promispory note. Mr.
Skidmore coula not aveu ask lier to do
se. Captain Kiddoll hold that a husband
bail aulthority do emga hie wifa's naine.
flesidûs, Mr8. Skidmore wvould not hear
of the affair. chapeau wiould not, part
with, tho nota, ana it could bo paid ana
burnt in six weeke, a full forLuiglit before
itwft5 (Ile.

Mir. skidmore liait £500 for hie im-
mediate wants; Cap tain Kiddell kindly
advaneing £500 te niako up the £4000)
for the infaltible rig. Alas t oven a
Riadell in not infallible, and for once the
toute Captain was milltaken. The rig
totally failed, and ait the inveted'mnoy
was loat.

Il My dear fellquw,' said the Captain,
1I have dropt tou thousand, but 1 shall

win on the donble.fold venture ; for 1
neyer go in for more doubla or quits.
Bat your fi.' wabh the Chapeau note ie
confouudedly awkward. If your wite
won t len]1 you the money, why not
borrow lier jevels? Beiug se oruelly
cornered, it ie yoiur duty to, help yeux-
self."

- The jewels are in the settiemont.
Hiddenl, I amn utterly ruined. She will
not part with a penny to save me from
penal, servitude."

-"If elle liad doua Arthur nIaadeii the
honour ta take hie namne in wedlock, she
would have been mide to part. But,
my boy, don*t talk about boing dry
docked. WVe must weather the storm.-'

1Chapeau won't wait, and the moment
he applies te her, my prosecution will
begin. "

*The most cruel fix I ever hoard oftl
Oh, the vanity and voxatiounees of
women 1 1 sup>pose the jewohs of jyour
wife would pay Chapeau's bll twice
over ?2"

"lThe jewe are worth ovor £20,000.
But it in no usp of talking about lier
property. In a fe&* weeks a Skidmoro
wiIl beoa convînt."

I 1 ill reecue yen, my dent fellow.
Let ns dine, ana white we wine dieuse
my etratagem."

When Mr. Skîdmore ronched home ho
was se pale that hie wife thought ho wae
iii, anadsnid.-

"H Iengit, Yen muet eae the doo.tor,


