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THE TRADER.

b

the omploymont they were unable to
obtain at homo. The demand for their
style of work being very small in the
States thoy uaturally came to Canada,
and honoe wo find a class of goods mado
in Canada to.day, by skilled English
workmon, which a few years ago we
could not have produced at all, much
less at a price which would have enabled
thom to competo on favorable terms
against tho imported article.

In proof of this we need only adduce
the fact that with the exception of gold
ohains, and probably watoh ocases, the
jewolry manufactured in Canada is most-
ly of English design and supplants goods
of English and not of American manu-
facture.

For this stato of affairs two things are
responsible ; first that English jewehy
being much harder to smuggle than
American, the duty levied on it is really
wmore proteotion in effect, and second,
that English jewelry employs compara-
tively little machinery in its manufacture
as compared with the American, and its
manufacture is therefore a very much less
expensive undertaking.

With our present limited population,
and a country divided from the United
States for nearly two thousand miles by
ou 1naginary line only, the facilities for
smuggling are 8o great that any person
who would undertake to erect and run
an extensive jewelry faotory upon the
Awmerican system would need to have a
good deal of both faith and capital to
make the venture at all, and we doubt
that even with plenty of each and exper-
1euce thrown in, he could make his ven-
ture succeed.

Thke jewelry trade is a present at a
critical period of its history ; if properly
fostered by efficient legislation, we think
it will grow to large proportions, but if
bampered, its growth will be slow if it
grows at all, What is wanted is a wise
and oareful re-adjustment of the tariff,
which while lowering the duty on certain
lines will yet compensate for the rs-
duction by giving & bona fide protection as
far as it goes, and also by lowering the
duty on the tools and raw material neces-
sary to its successful carrying on. If this
were properly carried out we think a great
inpetus would be given to the trade. If
anything were wanting to prove onr
point that the present high tariff on fine
Jewelry is not protection but the contary,
the position of the silver trade would
amply establish it. At the timo the
pregent tarifi came in force, there waos

but ono fuotory in Cauade for the manu-
facturo of Elootro-plated ware, which
onterpriso has since through mis-
managoment pasaed out of oxistence. To-
day two of the largest faotories in tho
United States have important and well
equipped establishments in this country,
and a Canadian company is at prosent
erecting o third factory whioh will be
oqual to cither in every particular. By
the end of tho present year there will be
probably two hundred hands employed in
those three faotories, with an aggregateo
output of half & million dollars worth ot
manufactursd goods. That this is a
direct outcomo of the National Policy,
no one oan doubt, and we unhesitatingly
assert that if it had not been for the pro-
teotion afforded by the prosent tariff not
one dollar's worth of thess goods would
have been manufactured in this country.
Domestic manufactures we had none,
and the American manufacturers held
almost undisputed possession of this
market, from which after a short struggle
for supremacy they hiad completely driven
their English competitors.

This being the case, it is easy to see
that if they had all ngrecd to remain at
home and supply ovr market with goods
manufactured in the United Stales we
would still have becu compelled to buy
from them becavze we could not better
ourselves.  The high duty however,
made it & paying venture to start branch
factories here, even though it reguired an
immense expenditure of capital to do it
properly, and the result has been what
we have indicated above. But does any
one for & moment supposs that these
factories would have ever been started if
Electro-plated guods could have been
smuggled as easily as jewelry. We think
not ; it is because the bulk of such goods
is large compared with therr value, that
the duty levied is a real protection to the

manufacturer,

On the whole as we said at the outset
we think the present tariff bas favorably
effected the aggregate manufacture of jew-
elry and silver goods in this country. Now
ag regards the selling price; has the tariff
been of any benefit ? We think not,
but on the conitrary, that the con-
trary has been the effect, In the matter
of jewelry it is a fact, without
doubt that nearly every line of imported
goods is sold as cheap if not more cheaply
than before the rise in duty, while in
goods manufactured in Canada the com-
petition hes reduced the prices in many

N. P. days. Thus while tho retuil mer-

ohant and consumer bas reaped a decidod

benofit by tho tariff, it has effected tho

wholesalo and manufacturor adversely in

tho mattor of profits, although thoy have

probably boen fully recouped for this loss

by the oxcoss of business, onused by a

better control of their home market.

In thp Electro-plated waro trado, al-

though & duty of 874 has really beon col-

leoted, pricos remain us low, if not lower

then at any former period. This is to

bo acoounted for by the competition

amongst the Canadion wmanufacturers
thomselves, also by the fact that American
houses that have not got branch factories
here have been willing to pay tho duty
and compete wit* lome manfacturod
goods in prieo, iu vsdor to keep their hold
on this market and afford themselves an
outlet for their surplus goods. In this
line also, a judicious re-adjustment of the
tariff would help our manufacturers
largely, and it is to be hoped that the
Government will see their way olear to
offer all the encouragement they pos-
gibly can to these industries, which are
not only new but well worthy of culti-
vation, inasmuch as they employ & large
number of skilled workmen, who earn
good wages and Who are a scource of
strength to any country in which they
live. Itis by building up such indus-
tries as these, that Cavoda is to be made
o country worth living in, and if we do
not want for ever to remain mere hewers
of wood and drawers of water to other
nations we should seo to it, that our young
factories get alithe real protection we
can incidentally give them.

Solected Matier,

THE BRITTLENESS OF EMERALDS,

A case was decided in England a short
time since which has considerable im-
portance for those who are fortunate
onough to possess valuable emeralds. Dr.
Lynn, the well-known conjuror was
summouned to make good the value of an
emerald ring which had been entrusted
to him at one of Ixis entertainments by a
visitor for the preformance of a certain
trick. Somehow or other the stone be-
came broken and the allegation of the
plaintiff was that the damage had been
done by Dr. Lyun himself, while smash-
ing with a hammer the egg in which the
ring was finally found. Now it says much
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