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onle comipany, and aniother conîpancy lias corne along
and takcn them righit on those lines.

The 1'residcnt :Is it your wishi, gentlemnen, that this
conimittec should be continucd, to report at the ncxt
convention what they find cati be accornplisled?
(Motion carricd to continue comrnittee.)

A. B. Smith : Who are the comrnittec P
The President :Mr. Dion, Mr. Gossler and Aldermnan

Sadler. There was aniother member, Mr. l3adger, and
it %vould be proper ta appoint soncone in his stead, and
1 will be glad to reccive suggestions. Mr. Baceger wvas
aippointed because lie wvas in Quebec. Mr. Sangster,
wvould you be kind enough to act as the other member
of the cornmittec? Mr. Andiew Sangster %%iIl be the
remaining member of that comrnittee. Now, the next
business before us is the selection of thc place and tirne
for the next meeting af the convention.

Mr. Dion: 1 desire on behaîf of Ottawva city to extend
a cordial invitation to this Association to bold its next
convention there. 1 cani assure you of a very hcarty
reception, and 1 do not think it is iiecessary for me to
say very mucb in support of this invitation, because it
would seeni as if it were Ottawa's turn to get it. We
have net had a convention of this Associ'%tion for five
years ; since that time it lias been in Toronto and beeni
further wcst and also further east. Ottawa is a central
place, and 1 have spoken to a siumber of members about
it and t,;ey seem to be quite agrecable ta the idea. At
any rate, ; propose Ottawa, and 1 hope the convention
will decide ta corne there. (Applasue.)

The President : It does not seem ta bc any use ta
ask for any wvho are contrary minded ta speak -the e -
fore it will be Ottawva next. (Prolonged applause.)
The next item on the programme is General Business.

&Moved and secondcd, chat this Association express to Nr.
James Conmece ils appreciatian of lus carnest efforts in scuring
cqumaîable legislation concerning the e1ectrica1 industries of the
province of Ontario. and chat the conibincd Exctiiv ai Legis.
lative Conmmittcs be instructed to convey tbis expression in Mr.
Conniee in a proper and fittitig nianfler.

A. B. Smith: 1 would move, seconded by Mr. Yule,that our Secretary bc allowed the usual grant for the
year. Carried.

The President : Now, gentlemen, we arrive at the
question ai papiers, and we adjourned yesterday with
the discussion upon Mr. Dion's paper unfinished. We
hiad, perhaps, fully exhausted that element of the subject
having reference ta testing and methods of reading and
s0 farth, but have nat taken up the questian ai rates.
If there be anything more ta be said an the matter ai
meters, meter placing, meter testing and me' er reading,
wve should be pleased ta hear fromn yau naov, and I wvant
ta repeat wvhat 1 said yesterday, that I hope that every-
ane here wvill take an active part; if neccssary, rap
anather fellaw aver the knuckles in order ta get sorte
fire inta aur discussion.

Mr. C. H. Wright: Mr. Dion in his paper at page
2, section 4, saYs, "The current sbauld be calculated
f rom the indications af a Siemens dynamometer. If
nane is available, the wvali ampere meter, wvhich should
be frcquently calibrated, nay be used instead)." I think
a Weston ammeter wvill be found more convenient and
reliable. Last year Mr. C. E. Haskins, the meter expert,
pravided a plan ai testing meters in bouses. He takes a
banik ai lamps ai a laover valtage than those in use on the
company's wvire and calibrates them, at different voltages,
and hie cati test the meter withaut any disturbance
wvhatevcr, and this remaves any doubt that may be
in the cansumner's mind as ta the accuracy ai the
meter. On page .3, under the heading " Station
Meters," Mr. Dion says, "The practice ai meter-
ing the autput af the central station, wvhich is be-
coming quite popular, is a move in the right direction.
The data abtained through the use ai station meters is not
otherwise available. It is sure ta lead ta ecar.omies in the
station, and îvull be af material assistance in making and
re-adjusting rates." I doubt the reliability oi this data.
Furthur back Mr. Dion refers tothe size af meters in rela-
tion ta the load. When we instali a large meter fur mca-
suring the total output, this mieter at certain hours af
the day wvil1 work on a very light load. Take the case
ai hotels, where the lights are burning late, you

wvill have lots afi meters working un pra.-tia.all> full liiad,
wvhereas your large nîcter in the station is %orking on
lawç laad; iii filct, aftcr twvcIve O'clock it ks 31 utonilon
thing ta sec tlîis large tieter stop altogetlier. Voit take
and add up your bouse meter readings andI check tlîen
against the main nieter in the station, and the dillerence
is altogether tao great. Largc différences ini stations,
perhaps, are ta be looked for wvhere wve have trans-
formers. fin one station whcere I wuîts eniployed, we
thouglit there wvas something the niatter %vitlî the meter,
and had it recalibrated ; in aIl cases %ve got dillerence
ai from 20 ta 30 per cent. betweei tlie total readings
ai the house meters and the main meter in tlie station.
1 kilaw we calculated aur otlier lasses ta be about 5%,
and the transformier loss could not have niade up the
25 per cent. différence present. Sa that the fact ai
these large mieters warking on snmall load, looks ta me
as though the data thus obtaincd is not perfuctly reliable.

A. A. Wright: We liad as hlighl as 36 per cent. loss
once in a large batik ai transfarmers. Voit promiscd to
show us that card.

The President: That wvill cos-ne up in the reading af
the ncxt paper. Is there anything furiher desired to bc
said an this question?

Mr. Leyden: 1 want ta say a wvord as ta what MNr.
Dian said as ta %when a customer objected ta the rcading
ai the meter, immediately rernaving it and rcplacing it
by another meter. Ta rny mind tliis is not the best way
out ai the difficulty. Mr. Dion states that it is not the
proper method ta test a nicter an the premises. While
you might nat be able ta get as accurate results un the
premises as you wvotld in yaur own testing room, still,
if you do get any resuits at aIl, and they are anywhere
nearly correct, the custamier is a great deal bcuter satis-
fied, and is very much lcss hiable ta camiplain the second
time than if you take the meter out and put in a correct
anc. If you cati showv ta himi righit on the premises
that the first meter is correct, yau arc not hiable ta have
much further trouble.

Mr. Fisk: 1 donot thinkitishardly the right thing ta
do to have ta hurnar cvery customer into believing bis
meter is right. WVe pay the Governrnent for informing
the public as wvell as ourselves that these meters are
correct, and it a record is kept ai the original test af
these meters, andi that is shown ta thc custamer, 1
think that is far cnough. If he is dissatislicd, then the
law pravides that by liim dcpositing the proper amounit
the meter cani be verified, and then there is no doubt
about it at aIl. If yau try and hurnor every custamer
that is dissatisfied, you have abig job on bard. If you
take ane man's meter out.and put another one in cxactly
the samie, perhaps his conditions wviIl change a little ;
lie gets better results and hie at once says, 1 1 know wvhat
is the matter, that other meter is wrang'. He tells aIl
bis friends, and you have got ta change evcrybody's
meter ; wvbcreas probably the meter is aIl rigbt.
We pay the Government for testing these meters, and
thcy have the option ai depositing their fée atid getting
the ccrtiflcate thernsevcs, and il they do that, this certi-
ficate nat anly ansivers their purpose, but it alsa gives
the lighting cornpany another hease ai life for five years
on that particular meter, wvnich I think is the proper
way.

Mr. Dion : Have you any competition in your town, Mr.
Fisk ?

Mr. Wooîsey: This meter question 1 think would apply
ta the province ai the legislative comnîttee. In several
cittes in the States that sarne question af doubt bias arisen
witb the subscribcr or witb the consumer as ta the meter
being correct or fat. It bas gone into the board ai cdec.
trical contrai af the various cities. When the consumer
makes camplaint or bas an idea that bis meter is flot rcad-
ing right, hie applies ta the board af electrical contraI, the
inspector ai it 15 the inspector ai aIl electrical work, and the
customer hias ta take bis meter out and take tt ta the un-
spector's office, or cise the inspector carnecs ta thc house and
inspects the meter, and then if the meter is fotnd toi bc aut,
or is iound flot ta be correct, the company bias ta pay anc
dollar te the inspectar and put in a meter that ts right, but
if it is found ta be correct then the custamner lias ta pay the
dollar ta the inspector.

,Mr. Yule : Our practice bias been ta explain ta the custom-
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