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questing n grant townrds the new cnthedral of
Montreal, In this letter the Bishop satd,—

o Tb:‘iﬂomnn Catholics in Lower Canadn, of
whom the great majority are of French origin,
aro very nearly as seven to ono of the whole po-
pulation, nnd by the censns of 1852, cven in tho
¢ity of Mantreal, out of 67,716 inhabitaots, 41,414
were of that communion.  They have many very
large churches in tho city, ono of which will huld
10,000 worshippers, and they lave just com-
menced n new cathedml, the coxt of which, it ises-
timated, will bo £200,000. This state of things
places the church of England in Lower Canada
at a very great disadvantage, which is not nlways
rightly understood in this country; and beeanse
tho Churoh is fast advancing in wealth and inde-
pendence in the Upper Province, it is supposed wo
must be equally flouristing ta the Lower. DBut
whilo there aro very Inrge cndowments in the
Upper Province, manny rich rectorics, with most
voaluable glebes assignod to them out of the Clergy
Reacrro Lands, —in my diocese, where theso lands
were of comparatively trfling extent and value,
thero is not one benifice with an endowment worth
£60 n year: and for what we have got we are
mainly indebted to our own efforts during the last
seven years.  For in 1R50 there were only seven-
teen clergymen with residences and some glebo
attached; thero are now thirty-four. Agnin, n
the Upper Province, on the scttlement of the clauns
of the Clergy, after the seculatization of the
Clergy Reserves, the Church received at the rate
of £1700 for cvery officinting clergyman, ns n eap-
ital sum for n perpetual Endowment Fund; while
fn Montreal wo only received at the ratoof £170
In the Upper Province there are many large and
flourishing towns, wlile in my diocese there is not
one, oxeept Montreal, whenco any assistance can
ever boobtained towands thesupport of the country
missions. And if we are cnppled with any con-
siderable debt hanging over us for the new cathe-
dral, it will very scriously impedo tho general
prosperity of the diocese.”

The Standing Committee gave notice of their in-
tention to move at tho next general meeting that
£50§) bo granted towards the cathedral of Mon-
treal.

A lelter was read from Mrs. Bloomficld, sc-
knowledging with thanks the resolution passed by
the Sociely ou its first meeting after the death of
tho late Bishop of London.

Tho Secrotarics 1aid before the meeting tho fol-
lowing account of Bibles, Common Prayer Books,
Tracts, &e., issued by tho Society, botween the
audits April, 1856, 1867:—

Bibles - - - 151,235
New Testaments - 72,416
Comnion Prayers - 310,846
QOther Bound Rooks - 1,107,862
Tracts, &ec. - - 2,716,617

4,608,966

The Lord Bishop of Newfoundland, in a letter
dated 8t. Joln's, Nowfoundland, Nov. 10, 1857,
wrote as follows:~

“On tho 2nd of September 1 nearly lost the
good Church ship, and sho was so much injured
as to be of no use to me during the remainder of
oy visitation. 1 am about to leave St. John's
again tho doy after to-morrow to make the round
of Concepticn Bay, swhich will oceupy nearly three
weeks. I intend (D. V) to sisit Bermuda the
first weck in Junuary, and “emain there till May.

* \¥o biave placed a very nico coped stone over
geotle Kalli's grave, with his name, &ec., oo one
side, and on the athar, * Bleased are the poor in
spirit: for theirs is the kingdon of heaven.” We
have ulso crected a handsomo coped tomb over
the late Archdeacon’s grave, with bis name, &e,
on ona side, aud oo the other side, * Blossed are
tho dead whioh die in the Lord from heneeforth ;

Yen, 3aid tho Spirit, that they may rest from
their labours; and their works do follow them.'
¢ P8 Ihave distributed all the Books for
churobes kindly presented by the Society to this
diocese. I have cousccrated roven new churches
this year, two of them on the Labrador coast.”

Theo lord Bishop of Fredricton, in aletter dated
Fredericton, Nov. 10, 1857, wrote ns follows:—

* ] beg to return you sincere thanks for your
kindness, and to the Socicty for its valuablo and
timely aid, which will prove very useful, and, 1
doubit not, is sufficiont I have just completed a
long and laborivus visitation of a great part of my
extensive diocese, having begun it on tgo 11th of
June, and finished, wigh a short interval of rest,
on tho 26th of October. On that day, in the small
parish of Kingston, I confirmed 107 persons, beipg
the largest numberIhave ever had. Intho course
~f my visitation I aleo confirmed several very aged
persons, ono of cighty years, ono of cighty four,
being also blind, ono of seventy, whom I baptized
confirmed, and nduutted to the Lord’s Sapper on
the samo day, and ono of cighty-nint who walked
three miles to be confirmed, with his daughter-jn
law, two children, and five grardehildren, allton-
firmed at the same time. 1 havo, by tho hlessing
of God, been stronger in health than usual, ond
never hnd, on the whole, a moro pratifying visi-
tation. Inoursmalland very eeattered fiocks thero
arc many signs of spiritual lifc and carnestness:
aund I trust all of thew aro learniug their duly
better to tha church of which they are by God's
gmce meabers.,

“1 also confirmed 105 in the cathedral, of
whom thirty were soldiersof H. M. 76th regiment,
now gone home  Total number confirmed 800,
being more than I have ever confirmed before in
this tour. Miles travelled 1260, addresses and
scrmons fifty, besides my regular duty at the ca-
thedral in tho intervals.”

THE BISHOP OF LONDON AT BETHNAL-
GREEN.

On Wednesday evening, 9th Dec., o scene of a
very oxtraordinary character was witnessed in
the neighborhood of Bethnai-green.  The Bishop
of London had issued a notice stating that he had
heard much of the spiritual wants of that neigh-
borhood, aud especially of tho poorer classes, and
that he was desirous of meeting and preaching to
them on subjects connccted with their present
wclfure and futuro happiness, Saint Matthew's
Church, which is situated in the most denscly
populated and pauperised district of the parish,
was selected asthe placo at which the Bishop
bad to dcliver his address, and long before 8
o’clock, the time appointed for the commencement
of the service, the spacious church was densely
crowded by such an auditory as it is quite safe to
say was never before seen in any church in Eng-
laud. The peoplo who assembled were of the
poorest possible classes, —men with fustinn jackets
and uashaven faces, women whose faces betoken-
ed tho sad privations they are called upon to
cndure, and mavy in absolute rags: lest there
should be auy mistake ag to the services being
meant for them, somo of the most respectable
members of the ordinary congregation stationed
themsclves at the doors and in the streets, and,
as tho people approached, half ashamed to enter,
they were Invited in and sbown to seats, all of
which through the church were set apart for their
accommodation. These were speedily filled, and
tho church being crowded to suffocation, hundreds
of persons having vainly struggled to obtain ad.
mission, assem! ed in the adjacent streets, and
occupicd themselves in discussing the nature of
this new movement for their cdification. The
Bishop entered the church ata fow minutes before
cight o'clock, and mnde his waj with great diffi-

culty through the dense mass of people to the
vestry room. The congregation roso in a body
to recieve and welcome him.  Having put on his
episcopal robes, ho took hisseat at the commu.
nion table, and tho ordinaryscrvicowas performed
by the Rov. Johin Colborne, M.A., the minister of
tho clhurch. Iis lordship then ascended tho
oipit, and aclected for his text thofirst few veracs
of the 21st chapter of Revelation, in which St.
John describes tho ¢ New Jerusalem,” ¢ the now
heaven and the new carth,” and tho eventual
departuro from tho world of sin afid Borrow. In
an animated address, ruited to tho minds of the
congregation, he pointed out to them the vague-
ness of the notlons of the generality of men as to

tho pature of heaven, assuring them that their

future stato of happiuces would net be in some
unreal aad unsubstantial place among the clouds,
but thar. their real bodies would be reunited with
theirreat soulson a real new carth, which the Book
of Revclations so mnjcsﬁcnlly doscribed. That
woula be the ¢ Ifoly.City,” the ¢ New Jerusalem,”
the veal city of -truc holiness. He asked them
to lock for-anl from jamid their sorrows and
poverty to that new state, and then cmpha-
tically exclaimed, * There is a good time coming,
when there shall be among you no moro sorrow,
poverty, or sin, but I warn you to ask yourselves
seriously, whero you will be wheu that good time
arrives,”  Tho congregation, unused to such
earnestriess, were struck with his lordship’s ani-
mation, and yet simple atylo of oratory, and as
he passed away trom the church, followed bim by
hundreds, but without uttering n word it was
announced that the bishop will preach at St.
Peter's church, in the sameo parish, on the evening
of Wedunerday, tho 23rd instaut.
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