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' Notice.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

The next ordinary meeting of the Presbytery of
Toroato wilt be held in tHe Libruty of Knox's Col-
lege; Toronto, on the first Wednesday of March,
prox.; at 12 o'clock, noon.

i o P

Portep.

The fllowing extract is taken from £ potm of
some four bundred and fifty lines, entided * Bri-
18in’s West Indiin Emancipation? written by
& young thaa of coloor, who deplores the wrongs
of his kindred and countrymen; and deeply sym-
pathises with that moble act of Britain which
forms the subject of his poem. It is bighly credit-
3ble 10 one who has enjoyed 80 few of the advan-
tages of education, s0d who draws from rescurces
“which are imited to no 1808, bt which sre dif-

| Seotd through e heerts f all indreds and clesecs

wlike. T
We heve givea the fHnes secording to the man-

into such & channel as will, by the Divine bless-
ing, make him an jostrament of good to his race,
in leading many from the thréldom and slavery of
sin 10 Him who miskes his people free.

the * West Indian Isles"—their beauty—fertility
— perpetanl verdure”—* delicious fraits”™—* fra-

< | grant fewers® and “multifarious products;® and

where

¢ — Man from ocean’s bris§ plain inhales
Salobrious breath, conveyed By Laimy gales,
Yetall the choicest bleasings nought availed
These Isles, bt deepéat wretchedness bewailed.
While hideots slav'ry rear'd hier hydra hiead,
And vics and misery o'er the Islands spread,
The sons of Aftic, from their native place
Were rudely sever’d by the paler race.

0 ! From countsy, home, and friends and kindred

tora,
Were forced away, and to those Tslands boriie 5
And there by cruel mea compelled to toil,
And tll, unrecompensed, a strange?’s soil.
‘There masters, thro® caprice or spleen, &t will,
Their helpless victims torture, tfaint or Xiil.
Thus the poor slaves, in blood and toil and pain,
The wretched remuoant of their lives reta'n;
While scenes and joys they hopelessly bemoan,
In their dear, distant, nstive country known ;
Aud relatives and friends in vain deplore—
Torn from rheir loved emhrace on Afric’s shore,
What readered more insuff'rable their grief,
They knew no sacred sovrce of sweet relief.
In the benighted land from whence they came,
They ne’er had heard the blest Redeemer’s name.
They koew not Him who with compassionate

. brease, . .
Said, * Come ye iaden'd souls, T'Hl give you rest
‘They vainly hoped that when they were no more,
Their spirits sought again their native shore—
Impatiently they drew untwilling breath,

And wished and sougin reliefin welcome death.
Ab, hapless beings - whoee unhappy doom
Was on those Isles 10 issne from the womb:
More wretched they, perhaps.in boodage bora,
“Than those who were by force from Afric tera ;
Yor while familiar, witk each sort of woe, -

ir brethrea.from. mdoﬁ?ed io know.
No pleasing meayxy.their grief allays,
With sad yet plesasat3hocghts of picasant days,
They from their birthe 1o their uncoffin'd graves,

, knew no state but that of slaves—

No dreams of home- and pleasares far a-wvay.
Elysian slumbers gave for {oilsome day ”

The.poent opens ¥ith a glowing d=scription of |

The Collection, by appoinunent of Synod, on
behaif of the Synod’s Heme Mission Fund, will be
made on Sabbcth. the 17th February.

The {ollowing Statement is submined by ap-

pointment of the Commiitee 1=

STATENENXT.

The questions have sometimes been asked—
‘What ig the province of the Syrod’'s Home Mg
sion Commitire? Wherein doés jt differ from the
Committees of the Presbyteriesl And what are
the gronads on whiclf a £dll is made for a rpecial
collection for its funds, in addition, to the efforta of
the congregations 10 supply the destitution within.
the bounds of their own Pretbyteryl We deem
1t proper in making an sppeal 1o the Church fora
collection to replenich our exhausted tressury, to
furnih sn aoswer to thete enquiries,

1:t. We beg leave to state that xﬂh Committes
does not intesfere with the fanétions of the Pres~
bytery, whose duty it is to aszcenain the amount
of destitution’ Within its own bounds, to sllocate
the Missionaries plsced at its dirposel, to direct
their operatinae, and to mnke provision for their
support as far as practicable. The province of
the Synod’s Home Committee, is to astertain the
amount of destitution within the bounds of the
several Preshyteries, in order 1o make an equit.
2ble distribution of th¥ missionaries at the disposal
of the Church, aécording o the wanis of each lo-
cality. Had we a super-abundance of missionary
labourers, or cvenas many as supply all the wants
of otir vecsnt stations,it might in that case be left
fo Presbyteries and to miseionaries themselves, o
make their own arrangements, the Church being
assured that na portion of the field committed to
her care, would be left dexitute. But this is far
from beirg the case.  Eath Presbytery impressed
with & sens> of its own wanis, is naturally desirs
ous of obidiniog = full supply of missivnary. la-
bouters, and were it not for the powers entrumed
to this committée, the greatest number of mission-
aries and the most efficient, would not always be
found where the greatest amount of deststation
existed. of the Presbyteries who could in- |
duce the mjissionaries to come within their bounds
might be fally sopplied, while others with &

greater amount of destitution, might be left with-

hisths
ire, the genemal interests of the
missions withitf*the bounds of the Church, have
been intrusted 10 the care of the Synod's Com-
mittee. It pertaing to them to furnish the means,

as far a5 they are zble, whereby our missionsry
operations m3y be most efficiently conducted, by



