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RELIGIOUS REVIVAL,

When, a few monthsago, we experienced the
first pressure of that commercind evisly, the of-
fects of whieh lhave been so widely and eo
deeply felt, o hopo was expressed by many
<cliristiny ministers and weiters, that the publie
calamity might be over ruled for spiritual gomd,
We believe that already the trial has not been
without some good fruitt  Many, wo trust,
have fult the vanity of all worldly supports,
and his e been led to forsake the broken foun-
tains at whick they were seeking to satinf
their thirst, and to repair to Ilim wha is the
feuntain of Jiving waters, and whois a present
help in every time of need. The pressure of
circumstanceshasraatrained many from worldly
pleasures, and led them to seck nt home, in the
bosom of their families, in uscful and religious
veading, and in profitable meditation and re-
ficction, that relief which their worldly busi.
sess could not yield.  The very leisure which
many have enjoyed has given them a breath.
ingtime, ard atforded them an opportunity of
considering their position and prospeets with
veference to eternity.  Individual and fumily
affiiction is often blessed for the good of the
soul. Often too, in times of general adversity,
men are led to consider, and ave constrained
in their afiliction to seek God early. This,
we think, has alrcady becn the result of the
recent fenrful crisis,

Most of our readers, we doubt not, have
scen notices of the very marked revival of
veligion, which has been taking place in New
York, in Boston, aud indced through most of
the New England and Northern States. An
Exchange paper presents us with the following
account of iti~.

1t i3 the opinion of thie elders and members of
the churches in those parts, that no revival,
cqual ju extent and power te that which the
churches are now enjoying, has passed over the
conntry since the *great awakening in New
England in the days of Jonathan Edwards,
aud the preseat work far exceeds that in its
extent. 1t is not marked by the intense en.
thusiasm and_excitement that followed the

reaching of Whitficld, or the revivals at the

eginning of‘thc present century, in which
various physical convulsive demonstrations
were witnessed among persons under convie-
tion of siu, but on the contrary, it averywhere
gives evidence of calmuess, and freedun from
wild and unregulated eavwement.  An unusual
enthusiann prevaily, but there are no violent
or extraordinary demonstrations anywhere,
So far as we can judge from the accounts
which have come under our obzervation, these
revivals have, inahmost every instance, com-
menced in the churches,  The professed people
of God have Leen made to feel the need of n
mote entire pevsonal consceration to tha work
and service of their Master; they have felt
their dependence upon God for their spiritual
blessings, and have had a stronger and more
¥rac_lxc:tl faith in the efficacy of prayer.
‘ecling thus they have Lwen more faithful in
prayer—in the social meeting—in the fanily,

and in the elocet, atel God, in answer to their
prayers, e erictoasly vranted tus vieh Lo
ing, Men of the workdetbose whese mitnds
have herotofore boen holly cngrosced in budd
ness and pleasure, atd Who have given no
thouglt to veligions tntters—have been made
to foel, during the pust fow mounthe, as they
have never folt before, the instability of eartls
Iy pussessions, and in this way their minds
Yave Leen prepared to consider more eandidly
and sunu\h\v than ever betove, the claime of
God, theiv Henvonly, Fatlier, to the supreme
honge, and to the best affections of thar
hearte

The New York papers have during the
week given almost daify secounts of the tvuly
wot derful vevival which is being enjoyed in
that cite. It i denificant indieation of the
lold whieh the movement has taken upon the
mhlic attention that such a paperas the New
k urn Heradd thould devote sevoral columus to
roports of the daily prayer medtings,  he
Zréhure lioa fow days eince had six enlumns
of roports of the mecting in that city and
other places, and n day or two atter another
detailed report indicating the progress of the
wark. The conduetars of the press are geners
ally gond judges of what mo-t interests the
great mass of the public, and genaally try to
give their readers the latest information upon
the matters which, for the thne beiniz, most
deaply interest them. In this lizht the course
of the papers alludud to in giving up day afier
dar colnmns of roow 10 reports of the religious
meetings shows to what an extent the com-
munity nre interested in the matter,  The fne
dependent in spezking of the interest in that
eity, says:

“Itisnow more than twenty years since
New York was the scene of so general a re.
vival of religion as is now in progress. lIn.
deed the present work of grace is alrendy
ore extensive aud more inpreasive than were
the inemorable scasons from 1830 to 1835, The
glad vision of the prophet is realized, and
couverts fly as clouds and ns doves to their
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wiadows, ~ Already the conversions of the past
winter may be numbered Ly tens of thou-!
sands, " e & . * . .,

The most efficient agencits in the present ,
work of grace have been the prayer mecting,
aud personal converaation with the impenitent
Ly prisate christians.  No grand machinery of
cifort ut vevival has been set inwmotion; ne
professed revivalists liave been employed: no g
combinations for union have been framed ; but |
christinne have come together with one heurt
for prayer umd praive; und thuse who have
heretofore luboved for Christ only by proxy, {
have begun_personal effort for the salvation |
of souls. 'This new development of Christian
activity, and of the resources of the ehurchies
in the picty and zeal of their individual mem- |
bers, must Le of Ineting benefit.  Indeed, if i
these efforts shall continue in the spirit of ¢
humility and faith, we see not why the scenes
of Jerusalem, of Samaria_and of Antioch,
hiould not be renewed in New York. God
presses home upon every Chrristian hia person-
al responsibility for the converaien of souls 10
Christ.  Are yon doing your duty *”

The New York Eraminver ina leading arti- !
cle of the 4th inst, uses the following lan-
anage s — . i

« Among the nuvel modes of singular cffi-
cicucy and propriety, that have been develop-
ed, may be numed & Methodist * Prayer Mect.
ine Association,” with a devout and influential
Javman at its head, which goes in a body
from chureh to church, holding mectings, and
calling upon the brethren to awaken and
« come up to thalielp of the Lord” A number
of churclics have been awakened -by this in
strumentality, and powerful revivaliare going
on in consequence. It is estimated that more
than a hundred * business men's daily prayer-
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mectined” Juive been opened §n different parts
of the countey, finee the original Mooun Prayer
Mectioe woas<tarted in the North Duteb churd,
The Noou Prayer Maeting in the John strest
Methodist ehurch, already crowds the maln
adifice, aud  the lecture-rovm is how thrown
open for an additionn] wmecting, The names
of two ot thrie wellkuown city politicipns
lately canverted, are mentioned among the
most fervent and zealous exharters,  Perhaps,
however, the most woenderful display of Divine
power ever seen in thiz or any other revival
within the memory of man, is to be found in
the uprising of the abandoned wyetehes on the
Five Points, where hardened and imlruted
outeasts of ten, twenty, or tuere Yeare' standing,
have presecd inte the ehapel of the Methodist
Mission, eading away their abominations, and
eazerly nsking for the temperance pledee, for
wavers nnd what they must do 1o be saved
Tuenty or more of this Juss—nos chiddren, or
yonth, het geenceal adults in Years aud sin, of.
ten Blotted and disficured with infamons viees
~are hedieved to have beeane truly penitent,
believing and recenerate,

Such is the acoount which we have received
of the work that is woing on in the United
Sates,.  Ahthough nothing of so marked a
chayacter has Leen witnersed in Caunada, we
believe there has rot lieen wanting evie
dence that God kas heen pouring out the
gracious influences of [lis Spirit in many
«quarters, and reviving Tis own work amongst
us,  Indications of a gracious revirval of relf.
gion have appeared in not a few of onr own
congregations.  Let us hope and pray that the
work may deepen and extend, and that many,
who in the days of prosperity were licing with-
out God may bo led fo the discovery of the
one thing needful. Let us indisidually and
3 congregations humble ourselves before God,
and scek the reviving influences of His grace
and Spirit, and thus we may find our recent
public distress bringing forth the peaceable
fruits of vighteousness to the praise and glory
of God.

A RIGHT ESTIMATE OF THE SABBATH

Ist. We should regard the Salbath as the
hallowed property of God. e expressly
claims it as his own sacred property—Iie calls
it “my holy day” which is net said of sny
other dny iu the week Theall-wise creator gave
six days to mau for his Iawful purstits ar } em-
ployments, but the seventh portion of Time, He
hath reserved for himself—1Te hath kept it In
his own hands, and cluims it as his peculiar
property. It may emphatieally Lie called His
day, beecause He is Lord of the Sabbath—l1ie
hath appointed and eet it apart from ordinary
and secular purposes fur his own worskip and
service, lle hath stamped it with the senl of
his divine appointment and example, and ap-
pended his blessing to the olservance thereof.
‘This ordinance was instituted from the begiu-
ning of the world, It was co-eval with the crea.
tion of man, for no sconer was man created
after the image of God, than the all-wise and
heneficent ereator instituted the Sabbath for hia
own glory, and for the benefit of man. There
are seme writers who (most crroneously) maine
tain that the Salbatl is werely a Jewish ob-



