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Rightousncas, who, with healing in his wings, was to diepel tho darkness
of a benighted world, 'Thus does the gospel concentrato the fight of all

past ages; and over tuny it shine as a lightto our feet and a lamp to our ¢

path, till its puro and honveuly radianco shall over minglo in-the light of
oternal glory. .

———

AN ADDRESS ON MISSIONS.
‘Tho subject to-which yonr attention shall ho directed for a fow minutes
is missions—the importance of inissionary Jabour—the duty of constant
and patient cffort in this cange.  Permit tae 1o remind yon,
1. That the cause of Missions 12 the cunse of Goil,
'Tho entetprises in which men eazaze are nunerous and varjod, Many
of these require, and eall forth no ordinary degres of fortitude and pa-
tience, and they are attonded with-great nuxiety,-sinco their results ure
followed by happiness ur migery to multitudes. OF these numereus ene
terpriscs in which mankind engage, there are manv of such a natare, that
success in them adds but littlo to the aggregato of human happiness, and
brings littls.or-uo advantage to those engaged in them. ‘These cireum.
stances tend not a little to retard offort,  But oven when the enterprise
in which we cugage, is in all rspeets proper, if wo are ignorant of its
ultimato success, and especially ‘f we have somo reasons to anticipate
failure, in this stato wo begin to hositate, we bocomo listless, as it wo
had 1o groat end to servo by our efforte, . ‘Iho slightest breath of oppo-
sition tends to cool our ardour and bhight our hopes,  We fold our hands
and exelaim— a tion is in our way.” It is thus with many human en-
terpeises.  But the caunse of missions, is the eause of God, of trath and of
men. It is neither of small importance, uor of an uncertain issue. So
important is iy, that God's glory, the present and futurs happiness of man,
are involved in its success, antl 1t 13 a8 cortnin us God 18 true and Al-
mighty. “He has promised suceess in this canso; the wond has gono out
of his mouth and shall -not return to him void, * That all fesh shall sec
his-glory.” The divine decree is,  Iwill give tho heathen for thine-in-
itaace, and the-uttermost parts of the. oarth for thy possession”  Awml
to aceomplish_this eternal purpose, . which he purposed in  Christ Josus
our Lord,” ho has caused, and is siill causing, all events to work together.
We read the history of the Church, and of_the world, to little purpose,
if we ace not i these reconds of his pravidence, intimations of his gra-
cious designs to all nations, and kindreds, and peoplo; and tonmuea. And
it is by the Gospel sincerely recaved, and properly diffused, that God is
1o bo glorified, It is by the Gospel reccived and diffused-that his por-
fections are to be known, and this is the slory which all flesh is to sec.
~“This canse then must advance, and wltimately trivmph. e can nccom-
plish this-Ais parposo, and he will do all his plensure.  What examples
have we of his power. Lift.up your cyes on high and behold who hath
oceated these things, that bringeth out their hosts by number, he calleth
them all by names, by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in-
power, not ono fuileth.” We may sco from his providence that he ean
-make even the wrath of man, the opposition of his enemios, subserviens
to his will. But though he can thus bring honour 10 himself from the
very ruin and dishonour of his enemies, it is b se they hato and ope.
pose the-progress of the Gospel.  The-upposition of encniea and the in-
difference of pretended friends, may retard the progress of this cause,
but when God arises to plead his own cause, and to coutend with those
who hate and oppose him—all opppﬁiﬁon must give way and indifference
—cenne; - - M

2. Consider what God has dune to accompliahk thie cnuse.

We refor especially to the-mussion, sufferings and death of tho Savionr.
And looking at this part of the divine cffurt for the promotion of the
Gospol, wo eny, At what expense, how coatly the saerifice. on the part
of God, that this cause might he promoted? "Man, formed in the fmage

qad glory of God, is tempted hy Satan—sins, and falls. Al the race is.

involved in this sinand riin. To remove these ovils, to save fallen man,
God sent his son into the world, after he had, through a lony succession
of years, and by 2 multiplicity of meane, preparcd for his advent—He sont
him, in the fulness of time, mads of & woman, made under the law, to
rodeem thoso that were under the law, that we might obtain the adoption
of sons.” And when Le sent him—it was to_ give his life a rausom for
many. Ho gavo bim up to suffirings, many and severe, and at, last
brought him'to thé dust of death.  In the sufferings and death of God's
own son, we havo strong evidences of the importance which ho attached
to the cause of .missions and the salvation of sinners.. For if he who is
wonderful in 1, and cxcellent in working—who cver displays his
wisdom and power, hy necomplishing important ends by-apparently fee-
ble mesns—if he, in onder to promote Lis own glory and to extend, by the

knowledge ol the Gospel, tho happiness of munkind—if he sent Lis only -

begotten son, shall we, enjoying as we do thebencfits which-he procured,
4nd hag'go freely conterre | on us, lve indifferent to our duty 1 Say, shall
the Bon of God-deaceid f¥om the glories and- happiness of Heaven?
:Shall he sojourn among hoings-whoso depravityis =0 deep-rooted and
Tank, as 1o make them fit nssociates for impure spirits;6it - fucl-for un-
quenchable firg? Shall ke becomo the object of ;their contempt, hatred
and persceution? Shall he drink such 4 bitter cup of adversity as was
- given him<-so' Inrgg i deep—drink it t6 the very drega? = Shall he nei-
. ther faint-nor. weary. in this work of benevolenco?, Shall all this bo dore
and those to whom the Gospal has beoa_committed, gnd who- have been
blessed 8o greatly by.it, and who profess to have received jt, not only:in
word; buit in power, wéary it the duty, the important and pleasant duty
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of eonnnunicating it to others—becoming the agents of comforting others
wiih the congolations with which they are comforted of God.  Surcly
such con nover bo our conduct,  No work more gloriows than thiz, and
ne hinuour greater than to becomes warkers togethor with Goll  But

3. Thee canne fins been committed to his Chyrch, and av far as our
1wwer und influence cxtend, to us.

It has pleased Giod ta make Chiristiang- the depositaries of his word,
that wwrd of life, which is given by inepiratinn.  And the crvse of mis-
sione, thy* canze of Gud, ean e promoted only by the knowledge of the
truth, contained in Gnd's word,  How important is it then, that all should
know it. We mny ©ippase, that if angele had been wade the deposita-
ries of sucls procious truth, as has been entrusted to the Church of Christ,
and had they reecived sach an honiaurable eommission ns the people of
God have reeolied, hl they Leen made the messengers of God's ety
to gailty men—they wonld not have wearied in such a service—tepe-
cially it their own happincss bad been connected with its performance.
How unweariedly would they have sought ont, and bonsht sinners to the
knowledge of the Guapel, that they migdit havo scen the full Import of
their own wordg—i* Glory o God in the highest, peace on-earth aad
good will toward man.”  But Ged has reserved this important daty, md
high honour, for hiz praple. 1o hus fitted them for this work anid hon-
o, “Thoy can sympathiee with ruined-suffering sinners, in their trials,
and with the redeemed i their jups.  And this is well. The pefeon
who has been 14 glavery or eaptivity, knyws the heart of the captive, what
sarraws corrode hie soul, and rab him of happinese and life-—what long-
inue for frecdom and cojoyment passess hint. “The people of-(iod know
the importancs of spirnual frecdrin—they can cortlinlly sympathise with
thuse who do not pozsess it—and they know that the Gospel mnst boto
those in spiritual Londage, “glad tidings of great joy.” ‘Thus they are
fitted to be the mestengers of merey 1o siuners, And as they are Nis
people and acknuwledge hiz authority, und profoss obedience tohis laws,
to them hie gives the command=—<Go into all the world—preach-the
gospel to every creature.”  And in order:to folfil-this commission; he
gives them the Spirit, and promises them every requisite aid. "The Spirit
which he gives them subducs their selfish feelings and fears, * Under thé
influcnce of the Hpirit, they du not wish to possess such & rich inheritaned
as that which Ghrist has provided for. and conferred #pon them-<an in=
heritance, which neither time rior death ean destroy— incorruptible; uné
defiled, and that fadeth not away,” while multitudes of thely brethren 6f
mankind are destitute and perishing, especially sirce there is abundance
for all, and roum for all.  When they know, téo, that in proportiod xs
multitudes ara brought into the Kingdom, thoso who are there; and who
are mads the means of the salvation of thoso introduced, are made happy
by their galvation, Thisthenis our duty and privilege~the emancipation
of thosc enthralied by sin—the redemption of tha lost, through the khow>
ledge of otr Lord Josus Chirist.  Youu ean never say to “n brother or sister
mked and degtitate of daily food-edepart In peace, be warmed and
filled—and givo not to them these things which they need” No, yoit
would supply their temporal wante,  And with respect to-theit souls®
needs, you surely would nut withhold from them the bread of life, whick
never periches, of shich if 2 man eat he shall never hunger.  You wonld
lead them to the founain of living water, of which, if any man’ drink; he
shall never-thifst.  You would put it in their power to bo clothed with
the garments of righteousness, which will eanse them to shino as the Jight
and as the stars for everandever.  You would endeavour to maké thom
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, in that Kingdom into ‘which
nothing that defiles ean enter.  And can we believa that 'such a"zlofous
enterprise is committed in part to us, and yet femain in a state of callons
indifference.  ‘To vs, the Gospel has Leen committed, as an- favaluablo
blessing—a treasure of great price—to be cinployed for the promotionof
his honour, who has so honoured us.  Surely we havo cxperienced the
blesseduess of those who know the joyful sonnd. ~ And’is that blessed:
ness w hich the Gospel has conferred on us, of such slight importance, at
such smatl value, as not to be worth conferring on others 7 What woul
vou think of any person who could, with feclings of -apathy, behald my>
riada falling vietims to tho-pestilence, which walketh in darknése; ‘or o
the destruction which wastes at noon day, and who had: in his possession
an infallible remedy for the malady——what could yon think of’such'a
person thus furnished, remaining indifferent to-the niin*of "the’ human
family? You would regard him s actuated by dispdsitions akin to thosa
which-exist in, nnd oxcite the great enemy of God'and man; to glory lin
the misery of those whom ho has dceeived and ruined. * Now such’is bat

a-fuint representation of the character of many professed Christians=-who
posseas the spiritunl-food -and” medicine-of this perishing Fuined world,
‘The Gospel is the trac balm for every wounded soul<-the ‘triig Zordial
for overy fear—the true consclation for every sorrow: It i87in ‘thelt
power-to inipart it, and yet they withhold it and permit men to_perish i
Such surely isnot your disposition nor character. You have known that
there i3 no happiness cqualto ‘that iwhigh dprings from the approval ot
God, and the testimony of a conscience void of offence towards God and
man—this happinees will be yours, if you reccive thc trath into your'swn
souls, and continue to be-workers together with God i the sslvation of
others  But remember— N : LAV RS
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4. The_nature and destiny of those ,gqr{wbog your sympathies wnd

exerlions in the canze of mintions are required, G e o i,
* They ar¢’ immortal béings. When_this earthly housé of ‘thelr’ fabers
nacle is dissolved, their being docs not terminate: 'The soulf livedSii®a
siate of unspeakalble joy or sorrow. .Even-if man’s oxistence:did termis
nate whon death comes and puis an end to all temporal toils and suffor-



