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Having reached, in this imperfect sketeh ot our Church's history, the
actual constitution of our first Leclesiastical Court, I feel that 1 cannot
do better than give a striking quotation from Dr. ‘Thomson's narrative,
which has reference to this period, and thie justness and eloqueace of his

whatever nught be its-moral grandeur, wanted that external magnitude
which tends 1o awaken sympathy and to imnpress with awe: nor hat
that enlightencd public opuon yet been called 1to bemg.and elevated 1o

power, which, 10 our own day, 13 the geand coust of appeal from the de-
remarks will excuse the length of the extract - cions of tyranny and ingusuce, and which, sooner or later, reverses them

“\ glanee,” says he, “at shis inportant document™ {namely the Jast | all Yet anud die fronns of power, and with the conscronsness of wenk-
protestation of the Four Brethren) “ may zerve to correct more than otie | ness, sumtouaded wich all the difficuliies of an untnied experment, un-
popular mi-take that has been allowed to'obtam eatensive credence, and | cheered by the loud aud unnersal voiee of popular acclam, and with no
in so far to dinunish, in general opinion, the value of the steps which | eaithly prospect scenungly betoie them but that of reproach and want,
these servants of God now felt themselves constramed to tahe. “Thous | did these Foar Brethren, bebieving that they heard the vowee of God,
siuds suppose that patronage was the sole grivvance in which the Seces- | and that he had gaen them a commizsiun 10 -discliarge, and a testimony
sion origmated, whereas it is distinctly refuered an this asthoritatne does | to bear,—* Go forth, like Abraham, not knowing whither they wengbome
ument, to a lengthened course of defection, both in doctrine and govern- | Who woeuld be ashamed of such a noble ancesiry I°
nient, such ax we have endeavoured in the precuding pages 1o trace,—a After the canstitution of the Assocsnie Preshytery, and prior to the Ge-
defection rendered insufferable, at lengih, by the closing up of every con- ! neral Assembly of 1331, the Four Brethren held several -meenunga; but
stitational channel by which faithfol testimony unght be maintained | these were chiefly for prayer and conference. They did notlong yudicrs
against it, and its corrupting current stenned and diicd wp. The Four | ally, lest they might iadicate an intention or desire o remam separate,—
Brethren seceded, as they themselves oxpress it, “for many mighty | For, sotwithstanding the severe and  arbitrary measures which were
reasons. pursued against them, their hearts were not alienated from their original

« Nor will any one, who conscientionsly acquaints himseif wuh the real | connecuwns.  In antiapating tlus mecting of the Assembly, they were
facts of the case, ever be guilty of the bold uyustice of associating Lbene- | perplexed and agtated between hope and fear. Though they had no
zer Erskine and his friends, with those dreaming-schismaties whe aspire | wish for a final separavion, yet, from the ducomined spnt wineh had
after a state of ceclesiasical - perfection, perhaps not attunable un earth, . been so recently manifested, by-the prevailing party, to put down every-
or with those troublesome sectaries, who-mistake the spint of division for ) thing Lhe fanhful and comrcicnuous resstance 1o growing evils, they
the spirit-of purity, whose pertinacions zeal is generally proporuoned to é had some reason to apprehend that ther separation unght be permanent.

|
'

the insignificance of the object for which they-contend, and who would | “They were not wrrhout hopes, however, that the -casuing Assembly, per-
withdraw the churches from their high vocation, to wonder at-them winle | ceiving the effect of the preaipitancy of the last, and of 1ts Commussion,
they sit at their chiosen and congenial excicise of ¢ weighing atoms aad | and alvo the danger of beiag moie serionsly rent, to which the Church
dividing straws.”  Bbenezer Erckine and his associates were not secta- | was exposed, might be led 10 adopt such a course a8 would satiefy those
ties, but reformers.  They separated from a degenerate Chorch to cazry | who ware aggrieved, and reuder the continuance of Secession unucces-
on a work of reformation without her, when every constitutional means | sary.  The-ministers, also, who viewed the cosduct ot thé Assembly i
of promoting that work within her pale, had been wiested from their | the same hight, but hiad not joined these four, used all thewr nflucnce to
hands. They disobeyed their ceclesiastical rulers, when obedience to § endeavour to heal the division.

them would have been dishonour to Clirnist,  The aMEIAEs 5t bafore In the mcautime the Aacwsiate Peachiptory procosded to prepare a
them were unfaithful silence or expulsion 3 aud they nobly, and instantly, | Digught-of s exira-Judicnal wathuvny, with a view 10 iustify the canren
preferzed the latter. It they wie condemned, it is only on principles ! they had taken, by exhibiting the state of the National Church, the cir-
which would condemn the Reformers und- Puritans—principles that would | cumstances jn which they were themselves placed, and the necessity they
raze the very foundations of Protestantism, and overwheln the bulwarks | wwere laid under to act as they did.

of rcligious liberty. ) The constitution of the Associate Presbytery, and the prepasation of

“ Looking back upon the moment when these Four Sreihren walked | this first testimony, were, however, contemplated as but temporary ar-
forth from the presence of that Court which had so raskly and wickedly | rangements.  ‘The Four Brethien anxiously hoped for an honourable
condemned and expellcd them, we can atmost imagine their feelings to | opening to retarn into fellowship with the Establishment. It would have
have resembled those of Calvin, when banished from his native land.— | been to the credit of the Natioaal Judicatories, had these hopes been rc-
« [ am driven forth; said he, < out of my native laud. BEvery step 10 its | aliced. But it was wizely ordered otherwise by the Head of the Church,
borders costs me tears. But since the truth may not dwell in France, who, as would now scem, hiad in mercy reselved, that they and therr nu-
ncither can I Her Jdestiny is mine.” Not that they did not gladlyown { 11er0us successors, 1n their free and sesiptural position, would be the chief
that there were dear brethren, whom they had left behind thems, who instruments, honoured 1o preserve, revive, and promote, evangcheal truth
loved the truth ; this is owned in the words of their protest, which not
wore-attests their fidelity than their charity.  But the prevailing charac-
ter of thie Tulers in the Church was different, as had been proved by their
casures, and therefore it was that they had ¢come out from among
them and been separate.

in their native country, and in sending at into the distant regions of the carth.
The Assembly of 1734, repealed a nuinber of offensive-acts which had
been passed in former years.  * The acts respecting the planting of va-
cant churches, and the act which discharged the recording of reasons of
digsent, were sepealed 3 a deed of the comunssion, crecting-a sub-com-
«¢ Therc is considerable danger of our not forming a sufficienty high { mission to reccive the als, and proceed to the ordination of a Presen-
catimate of the self-denial and-the faith manifested in the movement | tee, while both the parish and the presbytery, under whose jurisdiction
which we are now describing.  To judge of it-aright, we must look azit, | the pansh was situated, opposed the sctlement—was reversed ; and two
not from the midst of present scencs and nodern seatiments, but from | acts were passed, the one explanatory of the decd-of jast Asscmbly, in
amid the scenes and sentiments of the age-in which it took place. Then, § the case ot Mi. Erskine, concerning mmistenal freedons 3 and the other
that which i‘i our day would stand iillk‘ abovean act ofcommon-p!ace vige cmpowcﬁng the Synod of l'cnb and Sxitling. to unite the Four Brethren
tuc, will be sceai to riee at once to the dignity of high moral heroism.  The | to the counnunion of the Church, and 10 restore them to their respective
Scceders were ventusing upon what, in Scotland at least, was an untried | charges” (Testimony of the-United Seceseiva Church.)
cxperiment, whoae consequences to themsclves they could ngt possibly But as the Four Brethren had cmbarked in a great canse, which they
forccast. There was a-mysterious grandeur, 100, around the National | were unwilling to defeat, they had good reason for caution, notwith-
Church, in the cyes of the multitudes ia those tincs, which all-its defec- | stancing these decisions. They were contending for the interests of
tion and corruption had not sufficed to dispel, while every thing like se- | religion. They had been suspended- from the- exercise of their ministry,
paration was confounded in the minds of indiscriminating thousands with | and loosed from their charges, for faithiulness 10 their sacred- truet, and
schism. They beheld the men of power and rank joining with those who | zeal for evangclical purity. ‘The course they were now to-adopt, in-
st in the high places of ceclesiastical -authority in -frowning upon their | volved mattersof the highest importance, and was felt to be aucnded with
conduct, nor could they be sure that these would not specdily invoke upe | solemn responsibility. ‘Fhey had been advocating the cause of-that
on then the veageance of the civil power.  Their movement, moscover, | Chusch, fsom whose judicatorics they had bren cxpelied—ikiey kad been




