
llaving rcached, ini îiis imîperfect skechi of Our Ciîurcî.m iîitury. the
ricmual constitution or aur first Eýccle2aitcal court, 1 ledl ibhi 1 CiliOt
du better tihan give a strikitmg qu otiomi frot Di. 'Viiitou~n' niarrative,
whieiî has1 refecmîce tu tImis perim;d, amui tl;e juttîes-s auJ elo)qtmeicc of isi
reînirkýt %vii excube te lemîgili ori te v.xtlr-ct :

IlA glatnce," îemys lit-, 'mI tIbis importat ticumuiemît' îamnilety tilt! li'
prôlestaiomî ()Ille li4ur iirctllrellO Iltony ervc tu correc~t itate titani amic

pujmular chattik liag mm eei uilowemi îu'cmlbmamm e.%mVnýîVc credetîci'. andii
it so Car go dimîîiih *mit gemerai opiînon, the value of time Simps uvllîill
titese servantîs oft Gud now felt îimentis:vtseam.îrîmm tu zake. *'imu-
saitls tîmîpos ima mtruliage iras Ile sulu gritvillet: in %% iil tige S'gu(

toi origitaed, eiercas itt la ia:mmîcîy reftrreti jet tille; iuilurititttt! due-
inieult,î Io animemî course of îimeemiom, hotil im ducrime lmi gmverm-

ient, egueim att ire hîave elite.ivouretti la le îicdmgju1ge8 < lo r.ce.-a
dt!feetioii rendmeremi igiuufrable, nt l'tigmim, b' mime c!asàmmig tmp) of elcrv con.
gâiîuiomal Chmanntel lmy iil fajihmfui t'mitiosy mîmîlit bc m.iiame
-tgaitnsi il, Diuel il$ corrumpmmîg corretit ,teined andi agit vil. 'l'lie Fouri
ilreimren eceded, as iley tivtmcvmtpreý.q il, t ur mmî:imîy îilighî
reaamma.'

IlNor wiil any cite, v. ia aî.cemiu' .mc.îmîamitî %%mm.tilt mîh e rval
i'mcts of' t Case, lever be guiiîy of' mme olid ileuic~e Ell».~:tmî ~emc
zer Eràkimîe and his friendis, wiii choseramttgsiiims wh l a:îrC
aziter a state of ccilesimscai -perfection, jijis mmcl not atammable: gin rart,
or wiiii ilose troulesomne lleelaries, wio mîuîý,.mke ilme spirit of Ilà w~on for
the spirht-ot purity, irbose pcrmmîacioms -zeal is generaiiy jîropaeîtsoted ta
Ille itmsigtificancc of-tue object for wici t îiy-contenti, andi ille -wouid
wilmtiraw the churcmes front timeir Itigi vucation, îu wonmier ait-iiein wiii
iley sit nt imeir cîmosemi alla congettial eciddie et ' wegmng atouutS i:mc
diviinmg etra.'. Ebeneztr Erekmme amu i s asociatcs irerc iut eetia-
rie, t-ireformters. Tmey separateui fnmmtî a degcnerate Cimorci tu carry

atm a mark ofrcformnation wimîtaut lier, wlien every cattstiîutional icmamis
of promtîoting liat wavrk iritiim -lier pale. iad bcen wiestemi fronit timeir
lindi. Thrmy. cliobeyed i lmeir cc,ciesistieail rulers, iimem cimetiunce to
itetti mould ha~ve been dlimaiour ta Clirist. Trmigu emnt"~ ,1..

therci recre utmfaitimtui cilence or expulsion ; ammd they nobly, amui immstmmtmîiy,
iîreferred the lutter. Il iliey xtc cumidrnimîeit his ondy on jmrimîci;mes
witich woulîi condeictn the Rtefcrimmersan miPuritans-priîcipies iliai wauiti

raze the vcry touradations of Protestantism, amui overwheiti the buiwarks
of rcliglous liberty.

leLooinmg back upon t nitament wiren thelle Four iliciretî walktgl
forths front tue precice of that Court wlmici liedi so r:c>iiiy amdui wckemiiy

condettîned amui cxpclicd ticline WC cati aiaîost immaginme tîmeir ferlintgs tu
bmave resetni)etl those of Calvin, mmmcmi b.-tiL«icd fromnt ]ls native land.
-I gmin trivemi forth,' said lie, 1cout cf îîy raive lanîd. Every -- tep tuoits

b.ordier cos sit me ars. But silice Itle trutli nay not dweil imi France,
icîtîter can 1. Iler Jeaii is milne.' Not izat îliey diad not giadly owa
it tdmcte were ticar brcmtremi, ilioni tliey had left bciio thmim, wimo

lovedtide :ruîh ; this ha owaeti in the words ot tîmeir pbratçet, wimiciî mat
ibire-amets thecir fidelity titati mimir ciarily. But tlle prvailing clmarac-
ter oUdi tue rsr in thc Clmîrcli îvas diffi[ctît, as iîad lii jtrcîed lmy tliir
inc-asurea, amnd imercifare it was that imcy hmall 1coule out front uia:g
thcm andi been scvaratc.'

lTe ra is comsiderable danger of our not formncing a suicirmuiy imgli
cetimate of the zcit-dcmtial andi- ime faitli iiiaiitesîeed ini tue t:nvcrmeit
whlich we arc now dimscribimmg. To juge otit-ariglit, we-muet look a: i,
not tram the midit of prescrit scnes andi mîtailri seninmenig, but tram
nna th e scetîca amnd wnlimncnts of tlîi' age-ha wmîim i took pliace. iemu,
iluat mîmicli imiourday wouid statndÏutileabove amiaci atc;tîmmon-place vir-
tue, mi be icca to risc nt onlce ta tile di-nity ofiigh moral imroismi. iec
Secceders wecc veaîurint impon %,chat, in Scotiand i tt Icasu, was an untricd
experimemit, wlîoti camiSequenct-s to themnscives iliy coatdd uDt po&tibly
lorest. Thcrc was a-m)stcricus grandecur, loo, arounul the National
Church, hn the ryes of the multitudes in iluose ligmnes, whiclu ail is defec-
tiomi and corruption led not, stified Io dispel, whiie eggery thing like se.
iggration was confommdcd ini tLe minds of indigtcimiinatimîg thoeusantis with
«hlima. Thry behgeld the mcmn of power and rank joining wiLh those who
natin tLe lih pliien of emeliasticai -authority in -frawning upon imeir

conduet, net could they be sure digit thesec wouid flot spcemtiiy imîvoke up.
on tllîemn üe: Vengeance 01 the Civil power. Ticir movrment, marecover,

wiltîcer ilnmglit b luis- moral grandleur. wanîed igit exiernal mmagmitîude
wlîîii teiidt tu awaken gqynijaîiy andti u imajîre wîtlî awe: - nr lied
itlai ti~gitm pIble Opinmioni ycei l îeemî u Iieti mmme emg amuI elevoiîcîl go
powe'r, w.iîciel, ici aur omît dive i4 mime grandi coumrt of tîîpeai fromnt tilt die-

e-miItm of t rammmY amni mmîJU'tmee, anmd v. lui, gleaier (Ir later, reveries iliem
nil Ve'l at.m (Ill. fn lià, of jlomver. alli v. mii Imle comisemougliess ot menk-

mies., ~ ~ % 11 miilviv a il tige tiiii,:tsl:iei mf ai uiirieti expermmanmiii* un -
(hiecrIcI iîy the 1mu.I auJ uimmm ersml ofcem ut îuliar ncedatmi. amdui lit glu
mxi îl ll î'IIY seemm.mmgily Let..c ihlmeii lut limit ot remreacm amni att

dia ilme-e Foaur llretireim, betevmmg, tuai tlmey iennI il! voicc ot Galf,
andi chat lie liai. gii em tmemm a eouttsî,m ta -dt>clmarige anmd a ie.immtamily
te b-ar,- Ci) frcisl, lik.' Abîraham, nut kmoinmmg v.hller ilmey weltmt:-

Whom wvuld lue asimamiemi tf Ilcm a1 nole .1mmeesîry Il'
Atier lime c.bmi5titigomi t tlie Assoc&.kie l'rcbytery. amui luîir ta Imle Ce-

imeral As'emibily of 173 1. mlimc Four l3amimren field scveri -iimmetiilg@; but
ilicue $%tc cîmil) for prayur andiu Coniercmice. 'I'liy lied mmuîiilig judmcm-
aIIy, lem, tiiey mimîdît iadic.ite ain itîenmtioni or deamne tu remimammi telmrae.-
F-or, toutitîmm ilme tVerC amui arbmrary nieatares v.imucl mere
imureued nainsî iiemmu. imir heuarts %',ere mîtt aimemamtd ftreilmeir origial

cimcumi. lii .1imtiiiiaîing itsm miierimg of Ille î%sammlIbiy, tiey- merc
perimivttt andt ag;mae l imtiveta lie amui feur. Thlougm îliey-lmad-mmc
v. uit for a1 finual -ellaratioi, veî, front mime duetmîmmîcti riat mlincit lied
becti .o rccemîtly ttîaiiife.ttd, imy uic revailmmg paniy, ta lmat dommi every-
tiig imîel failif.ml almla conmieatiioae leýg>tiaee tu growittg thi, ley

imat --Once re.uiîlu uriml mimat ilmcir wl:tr-itioii mlimgiit Le juenntieit.
*I'irY V' e nol mm'iu liopes, lmowever, tuait Ille c-iimg Asimb par-

celvhmîg ime g:llýct ufthlie jIrcjimammcy tef îLe lai'., amui ot i Commmnmsiun.
andi a.1> -lie Janger er bilimg immeme seriotl.dy g-crî, mi, wiîici hIl Cltmrciî
%as xjud mmgit Lme led mn uîdnmit smmei a coumrse lis veuulii satmfy illose
%%a iC mu aggrieved, alla rediIkr t!îe coittitmuaticu ui Sece-ý:amm utuces-
sary. 'llie mîimss tm!,u, %% liae amced tia eomdmmut el the Asecmin ly lit
Ille --almie liglt, but ila nut jmimmem ilvee four, uect ai ilieit influemnce t
enmi,'avîur tu lieni Ille mjivimm.

L. Ille ,'...m,îu th.. 1'.'.,-.irdrtr*,oe.t, er<~r
iauiîglmî mu at extr-Judcmlislmmmy em.-v*. ta itfy mIle.n.~.

îhcy imau t.ikemi, hy c.'hibimhng mime mtnie or tie Natioala Citurct, Ille air-
cunismances iii wmic!i iiey were cmi~i plamcera, amduige nect.ssîmiy mlîcy

werc lamid ander in mnet Il; iliy diti.
Tme constitution mftmime Associnte I'reblytery, anti time prep-raiom of

titis irsi tesuimnony, mccc, homvevr, Comitemiplated as but îeimîporary ar-
rTgtî'tu. 'ime Foumr B.i enmm anxmou>ly limupet for am hmumourabiac

ape:tinog1 t rtm imîto fcliuv--iiip mî:î mime Isam:sm e t. h ouiti have
lucen tu the: credau of t National Judicatories-, hmall iliese Isopes been te-
aiseJ. L'ut it mas mutely Oruiermi oiierwiqe l'y the at tif the Chutreim,

mime, as wmîuid mîow sca, hmall in Mercy rcsoiretl, timat tiîcy anla iîcir nu-
iierous sucecsors, mn imeir Cree amui sr:ijiîarai poîitomm woaul lbc tiheclmmtf

instrummenits, luamoure to Ireerve, revire, anti promnote. evammg-elmcati trahit
in iliir native coucit:ryanti inecninmg ut taie tue dms:tani rcgions ai the carit.

TVhe: Asemîimly of] î34, rcpeaid a tumtber of oilcn>ivc ntts whmi-cit ied
beemi passcdin hfobrmer yenrit. *1Tige acis rvepecting tlle îilaating ef va-
canit diturcheQ, a-îid tue ne iicit Jc iscliargeti tua rccoetiing et remisons et
missciîî, mere zepcaleti ; a det of time eommmmmmsaîun, cremhmmg -a tabcomm-
iiiion to reccie lea trials, anti proceeti to the odnamamm of a i'rgr.«n-

tee, wiiilu botilt he: pariai andtheui preslsytery, umader whosc jurisdaciiocc
the pars mas situaitid, opped mite ,emiemett-mal reversera ; andi two
acta were- iaseti, tim oanc expiatmaiory of die deei utf last Arsettaiîiy, ini

tlle case ut Ile Erakmne, coaccmning mmnms:ertai freedolmmm; anti tlle otiier
ejcnimîgti. tlle Synoti of rerla anti Stirling. to %uttle tue Four llreitrea

tu time comunaioni of tue Chureb, andi te resîocce thet .1 lheir-rapcmivc
clmar.-es." ~ctnoya ie~mic ecsoiCiri.

But as tLe Four Brethrcn land embanrkemin -ua great eau,", wmh lw hy
were utnmiliîng Io dettrat, îey liedi goai raton fur cauition, ' otwilh-
lamting thesac decitions. They mare contentiing fer the interesta of

religion. Tiucy mli becu su'jenmied (romn uthe- exerciscef i dîcir minasuy,
andi loosemi train timeir charget, for fahhfmmln to ithrir sacret-imus, andm

zteal for evangclicai puriy. The course îhry were-now te amiepi, in-.
volvei mattersofthe htigltesi importance, andi mas felt tire aiîended witit

,oliemmn rcspoasibiliiy. Truey hall beem ativoc&ting thme cause ot îLot
Cimurch, f;o:n wvlmozc jutiicaiortes tlmey imat bccit cxpcl!cd-thry I.-am bcen


