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tice at the Lord.s table ini rociving, and rejtecting tiiose whio %would sit
down at the faast.

Open communion is said to be charitable communion ; and clîarity
being put by soute as the chief judge in dcxding wlho are on the
Lord's side, this kind of communion is advoeated because clîarity
demands it, and because clîarity is afftrmed to be the soul of christ-
ianity. Cliarity says tliat Mr. Fcclgood is a child of heaven.-a
lover of Jesus; therefore lie is iinvitcd to take bis place at the coni-
munion table. IBut close communion is said to bo uinclînritable
communion, and ccrtainly it arrives at conclusions far diffèrent t'rom
tlîose approved by what is callcd charitable communion. This Jkind
of communion is not willing to abide by the directions loft by tito
primi tive w.erkmen, but, as a system, exeludes many whlo have the
faitli and inanifest the obedience of the gospel. The advocates of
this principle of communion do not say withi Paul, IlLet a nman
examine hiniself," but tbey say, Let huxn bcecxainined by flic nost
ortiiodox close communion mniiners, and if lie be niot ini ail points
like tlîemi lie ntust be hield at arin's lcngrtl, anci if lic ever feist et

al, lie mnust utingle with. others more likie lîiînself and less like themn.
Buit we eannot gct our pry ou tlic riglit fulcrum, witlîout fairly con-

siderixîg the questlon, Who are the people of the Lord? Tlîe Lord's
Supper is for suceli peop)lc-wlio arc they ? This scttled and ahl is
easy. This loft unsettlcd and ail is uncertainty. But ore wc eau
decide titis question, we mnust dig stili deeper by way of preparation.
What test shall wc apîîly in order to deterînine îvlio are Clirist's? Will
feelings a-nswcý for evidence upon this great question ?-will the
principles of cxpediciicy ?-will h flinle old Presbyterian, Episeopaf,
or Papal fthlers ?-wilI the uicely balanced articles of sonie, well
writtcn crecd ?-will aný thing answer but the oracles of the Lord of
life? Il The oracles, says one ; the oracles," says anotlier; the
oracles," says every intelligent professor. To the oracles titen w-e
wilI go, and tliorc leara w-ho and what arc the Loid's people.

IlYc have obeycd froin the heart that forîn of doctrine which w-as
delivcred you." Thus Paul speaks to the believers in tlîe city of
iRome in bis'letter to theni, Roui. vi. Thcy lîad been obedient to
w-bat ?-to a form of doctrine says; the aeostle. W)liat doctrine ?-
the doctrine delivered te them. And iat doctrine did the original
proclaixners invariably deliver to bothi Jews and Gentiles-to assem-
bliQs in Romie or Jernsalemi? Ilere is their doctrine :-tiat Jcsus is
the Christ, the Son of the I-Iighest-that lie died for our sins-that he
left the dcad-tliat lie is Lord of al-that remission of sins is
preachied in lus name-tîtat these things concerning Jesus are tg be
cordially embraeed by faitli--that there is the obedience of faith,


