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A*o drop thomschcs do“n 't the ground,
without being seen or heard.

[t was sonie ‘time after the appointed
hour, and when they .nrucd ut the ren-
deavouy, they found all the party await-
ing them. A great fire was bluzing on
the 'bank, ncar by, and a good supily of
putatocs to roast, and sundry other cat-

ables, were placed iw safety for the time

when they should be needed.

The night was <lear and beautiful ; the
ice smooth, and the boys, except thosc
fram Mr. Perker's, were in good spirits,
and enjnyed their sport thoroughly.

They formed themselves into two par-

tics, te try which could make the greatest
distance in skating straight ahead; and
then, they had a certsin distance marked
out to try the swiftest skater. In all
these trials, Charley Green came off first.

At length they separated; one or two
-went to replenish the fire and look after
the potatoes, while the others ran races,
or cut fanciful figures in the ice.

Suddenly, a scream was heard from
the farther end of the pond. Charley
and Lis dog, just at this moment, camne
up with three boys who were skating
leisurely toward the fire. ¢« Did you
hear that ¥ he eried.

‘“ Yes, indeed,” exclaimed one and all,
starting off at the top of their speed
toward the place.  Charley’s dog Dash
was far gshead. The instant the seream
was heard, he sprang off, and when they
reached the spot he was already in the
water:

“3What shall we do " cried two or
three voices.

¢ Dash will bring him up, and perhaps
I can help him,” ' said Charlcy.

** Take hold of my fect and hold me
fast,” he said, and threw }ﬁmsclf on the
ice, so that, as the dog brought the boy
to the surface, he was able to seize him,
and with the help of Dash, drag him out.

It was Bob White who was thus saved
from a watery grave; he was carried
quickly to the fire, and wrapped in the
boys' overcoats tdl he became warm.

Charley wished to carry him directly
home, but James, Dan, and cven Bob
objected to that. ¢t It would never do to
let Mr, Parker know where they had
been,” they said.

“Oh, Jim, I am so qorry," exclaimed
Charley, when he heard it; I wish you
had not come without his leave.”

“*We shoqun’t have come’ At all, then,”
said Dan.

 Better not come at all, I should say,”
saideChatley ; ** here is Bob wet through,
and you are afraid to take him home,
where he Will.be cared for, because that
will show that youw have been doing
wrong.”

“It may give Bob a fever, to keep
him in his wet clothes so long,” said
Tom.

“ Boys, I don't velieve this would have
bappened if we had all beea doing right
to-night. It is'nt safe for truants to go
on a pleasure party,” said Charley, boldly.

“ That's as much as to say we bring ill
luck, and you wish us away; don’t ask
us for our company next time,” said Dan,
moodily, preparing to go.

¢ No, it mecans next time we'll all ask
leave,” replied Charles, pleasantly,

The good supper was scarcely tasted,
for Bob and the two boys bad to hasten
home. ]

Dan did' ull he could to make. Bob
comfortable ; and when he saw him sound
asleep, he hoped that the next morning
all would be as well as usual.

In the morning the ‘boys were up and

ready when' the prayer-bell rang.  Bob,
cven though tired and aching in cvery
litab, was in his place. Just after the
bel rang for school, Mi. Parker entcred
the room, and looking sterniy round upon
the Loys, said—

“ I have heard a strange story since
breal#fast; it is said that Parker's boys
were out skating last night, and one of
them fell in, and came near being drown-
ed. Now I can hardly believe this, for I
requested-you particularly not to speak of
going on the ice till next week.
are any boys here who have been skating,
I wish they would rise.”

Not a boy rose.

« Y give you one more opportunity to
acknowledge your fault, boys,” ‘said Mr.
Parker, kindly. ¢If any onc has any-
thing to tell in regard to.this matter, let
him come to my desk.”

No one moved.

“ Another qwestioh: have any boys,
not my boarders, been skating ¥

Willie, Charley, and ‘L'om rose instantly.

« Charley, can you tell me who formed
your party last night 3" asked Mr. Parker.

“T would rather not, sir; 1 do not
think it would be fair and honorable,”

said Charles.

If there !

Tom and Dan breathed ficcly after this
answer; they were sure they should nov
betray themselves.

A moment after, Mr. Parkor called
Bob White and Samuel Davis to hiy: desk.
Bob’s heart was in his mouth, and he
went tremblingly up, for he was: almcady
sick from the lest night's expusure.

Saituel angwered frankly that he knew
nothing of the skating; he was sound
asleep at .eight o'clock, and when, he
awoke in the morging, bis brother was
sleeping beside him ; but Bob was con-
fused and frightened; his head ached
dreadfully, and though he began by bold-
ly denying everything, he soon butst-inta
a sort of spasmodic-crying, and acknow-
ledged all.  He was plainly too ill to be
punished, but was speedily put to bed.
where for many long weeks he lay suffer-
ing the effects of his disobedience.—
James and Dan were expelled from the
school, for Mr. Parker’s rule was to keep
no-boy who could not be taught to obey.

A THRILLING SCENE.

The Rev. Frederick Buel, agent of the
American Bible Society in California, in
a communication to the Bible Board- in
New York, gives an interesting aceount.
of the upsetting of a stage in the moun-
tains of Downieville,

¢ I started for Neyada by stage, leaving
Downieville about two o'clock in the
morning. Shorty after leaving the latter
piace the road ascends Goodycar's 1ill,
being cut out of the side of the declivity
and winding around the recesses and pro-
jections of the mountain going aboue
seven miles to gain two. A great por-
tion of the way the side of "the mountain
is precipitous, and the road a thousand
feet above the creck below.  Nearly two

miles from the foot of the mountain 1
wag startled from a doze by an outery,
¢ We are goingover,’ and I awoke to a
consciousness that the stage was upscis
ting. ‘Three times we went over and
over down the mountain side. During
the first upset I felt some suspense,
hoping.that might be the end; but when
the stage turned the second time, know-
ing the zoad we were on, I concluded
that the end of our overturnings wouid
be in eternity and I committed mygelf
into the hands of the Lord.  Afterseveral
successive bounds, howerver, the stage
rested, and wondering to find my limbs

whole, I scrambled out as quickiy ar
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