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the saine under the New Testament as
under the Olti. But everything regarding
its outward forni under the Olti Testament,
such as the accompanimeut of incense or
bie tunîing the face to Jertisalein, is no

long-er binding, and as to its mrode nowv, wve
intust take the Newv Testanibat as our
1)ircîorýN. Again, the covenant righit of
b)elieversï' chiltiren is a great principle ecmr-
mon to ail God's dispensation, but the ont-
ward fortu by wlîicht i is mnarkcd varies,
hein- by circumeisioni tmnder one econ-
omiy anti by iaptisrn inliter the otiier,
and cacli or these is binding only under
tie dispensation for whieh t bias been ap-
pointeti. Se ib it wvitl praise. The reason,
the spirit anti design of the exercise are the
saine in cvery age, but as to its outward
terni caulh dispensation bais its ownrel.
tions. Stilli h is not only interesting but
instructive to examine eloseiy an ordinance
as it existed, under a former dispensation.
Wc may learu mach regartling its design,
its importance> the prineipi -s on wilîi it is
haseti, its connection with otiier portions of
doctrine andi dttty, anti the benefits it is
fitteti to pro(llce, wbichi are usefui for ail
time.

Ia exnmining tie ordinance of praise as
cxhiibitet in Old Testament times we shail
eonsider it as it existeti ;n tie twvo great
divisions of tume into %vicli the history of
tiat economy may be divided, first, the
carly or formxative perioti of rie Jeiwishi
ciîurch andi nation, andi secoadiy, the period.
of its &lory in the days -of David and Solo-
mon and subsequent decline.

In looking at thc first, ive are met at tie
very thi eshold with a "lservice of son-,"
wii, taking ail tise cirennistances into
aceounit, we regard as tie grandest scene of
tie kind, and among the grandest of any
kind whieh our earti lias ever witnessed.
In Exodais xv. we teart tiat the chiidren
of Israel having crossed thc Red Sea, in
coasequence of the stupendous miracle, by
whicli tihe sca wms tiivided, aud Pharaoli
and bis prend host having been overwhelm-
cd in iLs waters, the Redeemed of tie Lord
standing on tic farther shore and secing
thc lateiy exultant focs dcad upon its
8,traud, received from Moses a song, wlîieh

doubtless lie liad rccei'rcd by inspiration of
Goti, celebrating the deliveranic achieveid
by tie Alxuiglîty in strains whiich eiocti
tirougli ail their afrer history, sA whieiî
siadow forth the great song of tbe Iledeem -
cd standing on tic glassy sea where tic grea:
captain of ottr salvation shial bave put
doîvu ail mile and ail ausliority andi power,
and madie tbema more titan conqucrors.

This song, divine in its source, su sublime
init s contents, so perfect in its forum, andi
se rapturous ia its spirit, seems to have
been sting by tr whole body of tic men
in Israel, led by Moses ; wvhite tie women,
Ied by Miniani, aecompanying ticir voices
viitiî tic souti of tic timnbrel and tic regut-

jlar motions ot the dance, sang in response,
probably to ecd sentence as sang by the
men, the glorions 'Refrain, ilSing ye to the
Lord for lic biath triumpbcd gloriouisly; thc
heorse andi bis rider biatis lie thrown into tic
sea."y

Tic cffect must have been magnificent.
'A naiffon cf slaves suddenly emaucipatcd,

a people, wbo a few days tigo were tremibiing
with terror, betraying the cowiardice breti
and fostered by tlheir previons condition,
now deliverei -from their putrsuers by a
miracle at once of merey aud of jndgment-
standing oa the shores of the sua through
whieli they hati been led in safety, and into
thc deptbis of -%vbicl ticir enemies bati beexi
betrayeti and were now burieti, haviug
Ir.sunk doiva to the bottom as a stone ">-
a mlliion of voices joining together in a set
composition, dividcd into parts, the mon
siugimîg the descriptive stauzas, and thc
women I>y theniselves at thse end of each
coming in with their choral response, cele-
bratiug "lHint who liati triuniplied giori-
ousIy ;' why, tise mere fabrication of sueli
a thing is enougli to entitie ,, man to im-
mortal remenîbrance. When, imuwever, wc
take 1t for wbat it is, tihe simple record of a
fact-when we try to imagine tie retlity,
anti consider that it once aetnaliv was-thst
that multitude was scen by thc sun ia thc
heavens-r.:tiat the wilderness and tic shore
echocti to thse sound of their many voices-
anti thasa with. jubilant emotion, anti mes-
surcîl cadence, sud pipe andi timbrel, the
redemed of tic Lord rejoiced in t!lcir de-
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