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NN INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN S4-
CRED WORSHIP.

[To the Editor of the IasTRUCTOR.]

Deatt Sig,~- The fact that there is not a
single command, nor « v litary examp'eyin the
New Testament, by which the use of musi=
cal instiuments in_Divine Wor hip mazy be
vindicated. {15t prompted s to think on the
subject. Dy object is not to dispisy polemi~
calabilities, Ly writing against the custom,
whether it be legol or otherwise, but simply
toarrive ot the truth,

I 'wish your correspondent C. R. had been
aactuuiad by tho catie metive. Unenviable,
howcvers s ftre his feclingsy he deserves
crudii ter !is candour in confessing them.
He t us indir cilyy that in considering the
subject be,was ioit 1 by dising
pess and prejudice + bear his words— ¢v Had
.the question of a Vocal Musician appeared
unaccomy d by =uy temavks, or ac.ompa-
‘nied by su.l o would have left the subject
‘PQUALLY DLaLiNcCi, I should have pro-
ceefed it once {0 a CANDID aud TNPRFIL-
DIiCED cansideralion of it-*’ Yamsorry C. R.
should reguire such condilions, iu order to be
Tonest z: 4 urprejudiced. ‘There certainly was
0o harm in accompanying the question with a
few remzrks and if one side preponderates,
he must attribute it to the wsight of truth on

that s:dc, not to me.

‘I‘he}mrden of C. R's. remarks resison a
-asis furnished by a passage ip 2 Chron. xxix.
5 There he ll‘n}u;i:ls) Xsnf: ﬁas discovered a Di-
iue dommiand for instrumental music in Jew-
2 worship : zng. udeed, the truth here
-Posed to be found, runs throygh the whole
- B femarks 3 so that an explanation-of this,
“ige will bea refutation of all that he has
Wydeserving serious notice.

71“9\‘ this explanation I avail myself of what |,
"bec'n written on this fexg, by cue vhose

judgment and learning are universally ac-
knosledged 3 and with whose name, C. R. and
Lare not worthy of having ors mentioned.

¢+ Moses had niot appointed .ty dusica] iua
struments to be used in the Divine worship ;
there was nothing of the kind under the first
The TRUMPETS, or HORNS, then
used, were not for sonz, nor for praise; but
as we us~ BFELLS, to give notice to the congre-~
gatisn of what they were called to perform, &c.
But Tavid did certiinly introduce many in-
struments of music into God's worship, for
which we have already seen he was solemnly
reproved by the prophet Amos vis 1.6,  Here,
howeve., the author of this book states he had
the commandment of the prophet Nathan, and
Gad the king’s seer, and this is stated to have
b2 the commandment of the Lord by his
praphets, But the Syriae, and Arvabic, glve
this a different turn. ¢Hesckiah appointed the
Levites in the house of the Lovd with instru-
ments of music, and the sound of harps, and
with the 4YMNS of Davio, and the HYMNS of
Gar, the king’s prophet 2 for David s2ng the
praises of the Lord his God as from the mouth
of the prophets It was by the hand or coms
mandment of the Tord and his prophets, that
the Levites should praise the Lord; for so
the tebrew text moy be understood: and it
was by the oBDRR OF Davip that so many
insiruments of music should be introduced
into the Divine service, But were it even
avident, which it is not, either from this, or
any other place in the Sacred Writings, that
instruments of music were prescribed by Dij
vine authority under the law, could-this be

dduced with avy sembk; of o that

they ought to be used in Christian wozship ?
No; the swhole. spitit, sonly and genius of
the Christian religion are against thisrand
those who know the-church of God best, aod
what constitutes its geouine spiritual state,
koows, thst thess things have been introducad
as a substitute for Ute life, and power of reliy
gion; and that where they prevail mosty there

tabernacle.
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