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worth the proving can be proved, nor yet disproved.” True
though this may have been in the past, it is true no longer.
The science of our century has forged weapons of observation
and analysis by which the veriest tyro may profit. Science
has trained and fashioned the average mind into habits of
exactitude and disciplined perception, and in so doing has forti-
fied itself for tasks higher, wider and incomparably more
wonderful than even the wisest among our ancestors imagined.
Like the souls in Plato’s myth that follow the chariot of Zeus,
it has ascended to a point of vision far above the earth. /7 &
henceforth open to science lo transcend all we now think we
know of matler and fo gain new glhimpses of a profounder
scheme of Cosmic Law. An eminent predecessor in this
chair declared that ¢ by an intellectual necessity he crossed the
boundary of experimental evidence, and discerned in that mat-
ter, which we, in our ignorance of its latent powers, and
notwithstanding our professed reverence for its Creator, have
hitherto covered with opprobrium, the potency and promise ot
all terrestrial life.” I should prefer to reverse the apophthegm,
and to say that in life I see the promise and potency of all forms
of matter. 1n old Egyptian daysa well known inscription was
carved over the portal of the temple of Isis : ‘I am whatever hath
been, is or ever will be; and my veil no man hath yet lifted.’
Not thus do modern seekers after truth confront nature—the
word that stands for the baffling mysteries of the universe.
Steadily, unflinchingly we strive to pierce the inmost heart of
Nature, from what she is, to reconstruct what she has been,
and to prophesy what she yet shall be. Veil after veil we
have lifted, and her face grows more beautiful, august and
wonderful with every barrier that is withdrawn.”
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