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wvorth the proving can be proved, nor yet clisproved." 'Irue
thougli this may have been in the past, it is true no longer.
The science of our Century hias forged wveapons of observation~
and analysis by w'hicli the veriest tyro may profit. Science
lias trained and fashioned the average mind into habits of
exactitude anci disciplined perception, and in so doing klas forti-
fled itself for tasks higher, wvider anci incomparably more
wonderful than even the wisest among our ancestors imagined.
Like the souls in Plato's myth that follow the chariot of Zeus,
it lias ascended to a point of vision far above the earth. lt iv
/zence/orl/i opeiz Io science Io /ranscend ail we izow tinik we
knoup of mna/ber and Io gaint new glimipse.v oj a Profozunder-
sciteme o!* C'osmic Laîo. An eminent predecessor in this
chair declared that ' by an inteliectual necessity he crossed the
boundary of experirnental evidence, and discerned in that mat-
ter, which wve, in our ignorance of its latent powvers, and
notwithstanding our professed reverence for its Creator, have
hitherto covered wvithi opprobrium, the potency andi promise ot
ail terrestrial life.' 1 should prefer to reverse the apopht.hegm,
and to say that in lufe 1 see the promise and potency of ail forms
of matter. ln old Egyptian days a wveli known inscription was
carved over the portai of the temple of Isis 'I1 arn vhatever liath
been, is or ever wvill be ; and my veil no man bath yet lifted.'
Not thus do modemn seekers after truth confront nature-the
word that stands for the baffling mysteries of the universe.
Steadily, unflinchingly wve strive to pierce the inmost heart of
Nature, from wvhat she is, to reconstruet w'hat she bas been,
and to prophesy wvhat she yet shall be. Veil after veil we
have lifted, and lier face growvs more beautiful, august and
wonderful wvith every barrier that us withdra'vn."
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