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and we had better | wer to my thoughts, » red fox suddenly
mid-forest,

AN ELK BATTUE tion in this place that our two keepers, | Simeon ¢
Stepan and Simeon, had been dispatc settle ourselves comfortably and eat what | appesred from somewhere in
IN RUSS at early morning in ditferent directions in | food we had, for it was very uncertain | trotting eautiously along and peering here

LA. | order i

soour forest and moor for teacks | when we would get another opportunity | and there into the serub and cover.  He
of anything they could find ; anything, | if the elk should, unfortunstely, happen to | did not ohserve me and came straight for
that is to say, of larger dimensions than a | have broken the ring —in which case we | my smbuscade ; he ambled lazily along

(kred. Whishaw in Outing.) fox, They know where to find us in case | would be obliged to follow them toward me.  He caug ht sight of me when
My friend Arthur and myseli were out | their wandering quest proved successful. | 8o we ate our lunch and took turns at | there wore but a cov ple of yards hetween
the sproe. 1 donot wish to convey by | Has my reader ever attemypted t the flask, letting Simeon have his turn | us. Inan instant there was no fox in the
o oo s theo mow? In cess e with ourselves—a piece of hospitality | case, but only n streak of red flashing
$his exprossion that e had emancipeted | ", ptand the expression used, | will | Which we regretted afterward, for Simeon | away into the distance

ourselves from the restraints of polite

company manners and were e

making a day or a night of it, enjoying

the dissipations of town life ; very f
from it.  We were miles away fromt »
or village, away in the fr delicious air
of & Russinn forest in January, with the
thermometer

ur heads in a way that
preached of the goodness of the Cres
and the pure happiness that is to be ot
out of lifeif one only knows how to set
bhout looking for it

On every side of us were pines : glori
fied pines, whose tapering heig
tipped in every point of every needle

with the most delicate and most beautiful

filig f rime, which the sunshine con
verted into silver work such as the most
cunning smith that ever was horn could

walk round and round its teacks until you

crossed your own, pointin

that the animal is still within

it mero, and the sun

run about the country without any

thur thought he had ringed one
erously offered to drive it out towards

only did he not succeed in driving the
toward my ambush, but he himsell never

inmetrically opposite direction
with the hare ambling after him, anxious

had scruples as to leaving anything in a
flask

Those three miles took but a short
quarter of an hour to negotinte. We had
I our lunch whe
at the end of the
and Stapan, prinee

barely swallow

found ourselve

awaiting us, and smiling in & manne

te that things were going very pros

perously indee
The olk were still safely within the
churmed cirele, and searcely more than

half a mile, said Stepan. The boaters

were placed, thirty of them, and there
was no time to be lost, for the elk were
on their tr
for a short re

ols and had merely stopped
and a feed

On went our snowshoes onee mo

on went, also, two white ealico

designed to rvender us invisible in the

But if that fox received a scarve, the
start which | was destined to get a me
ment later made honors easy. All of &
sudden, the spell of the porfect stillness
was broken with an abruptness which
caused my heart to leap into my mouth
A shrill whistle first, then hideous shrieks,
yells, drummi d rattlings arose in &
storm of unlovely noise.  Oh, how those
thirty Finnish throats exerted th
Verily, Stepan had bargained well ; the
forest hecame a pandemonium in & mo
ment.  The hidden life of the woods re
vealed itself on every side ; flocks of smal]
birds, tield fares, grossbenks and beautiful
wax-wings fluttered about.  Hares scam
pered hither and thither y friend, the

x, or his twin broth wsed me once
more at full gallop Is flew over my

welves

hend ; first an old blsckeock, then & pair

s, closely followed by a
vich hurtled and
ugh the pines

to discover who was_shouting and what | snow when the animals should be driven | of tree-partridg
the matter was, All this 1 discov
afterward by the tracks of pursuer and e ns of the grave, Stepan led the | orashed the
pursue rthur explained that it was a [ way toward the spot where those three |  But where were the olk all this time !
very difficult wnatter to preserve a straight | huge creatures were still browsing, as we | The heuters wore becoming perfectly fran
line through thickish cover, which is | trusted, in blissful ignorance of the thirt; | tic in their yells, and | inferred from this
| true heaters crouched around them in bresth- | fuct that the giants were doing their best
Soon after the collapse of this erratic | less silence, all ready to do their part in | to hrewk out of the ring. Half frantic
hare battue, as we were busily engaged in | the work of destruct mysolf with the excitement of the moment
oring to fathom the mysterious in On we erept, through the sparkle of the | 1 peered this way and that, wild with p
fanother hare, wo suddenly be- | gun-hathed snow-crystals, o silent proces- | prehension lest Tshould allow the animals
intent upon stalking blackeock, hares, or | “Ame aware of & snow-shoed figure flying figgures, all taking our | to go by in the thick cover without eateh
uthers of the small fry of the forest ; but | toWard us ata speed which augured mat- | stop, simultaneously in order to make one | ing sight of them. As I turned my head
in our pockets, at hand for immediate | 0 of import. Tt was Bimeon. On he | yound instend of many. Before a quarter | for the twentieth time toward the spot
substitution in case of need, we had a | e, skating at teriffic spoed, helping | of an hour had elapsed Arthur and I were | where 1 knew Arthur stood concealed, T
yood supply of cartridges containing large | Nimself with his Alpenstock-like staff and | wfoly ensconced hehind our rospective | saw a puff of smoke and heard a shot. At
ok, o and even bullsts 4”“_,,.\ux-nvu-ulmmu and shouting to us in great pine trees, while Stepan and Simeon had | the same instant there was & crushing of

never hope to imitate. At our feet was
snow : glorified snow ; here the sunb
were at work agnin, nmuking dinmonds ont
of myrinds of snowflakes, cach orystallized
pointlet blazing out with an effulgence all
itsown, Upon our feet were the long
Russian snowshoes in use in that country

strips of narrow wood, well-seasoned and
tough, about six g by four or five
inches in width, In our hands were
loaded with smallish shot, for we were

to our ambuseade. Then wmid | grand cap

were intended for possible bear, wolf, .lk,\"""“" e disappenred to take their respective posi- | wood, a shout from Arthur, and in a mo-
or lynx ; which four names include the fe came panting up to us presently, | tions in the ring, and to give the signal | ment | saw two huge creatures cross an
B initiame o G Iamet eaitus b0 u'nm.:m...........n.-.ln..- joyful intelligence | for the fun to begin apen spot_one hundred yards from my
be found in Northern Russin that Stepan had elk ringed for us—three | wio pewt throbbing and with nerves | Place, in full retreat towand the beaters,

of them, a fine bull and two grown cows

Numbers of besutiful blackeock were to | f ¢ twitching with the excitement of the
be seen perched upon the treesin the dis- |  Straight as a line we flew—for Simeon | yent, 1 con ed proparations;
ws they love to sit during the cold | could follow a bee-line through the forest | the rifle and placed it beside me ; was not much time in which to make up
months, apparently half asleep, but in | if we could not—over hillocks and into | studied the bearings of my position, not- | my mind ; just enough to raise my rifle
reality ahout as wide awake as any one [ gulleys and out again, shooting the ensy | ing where 1 could see to shoot and wh point it as well as T oould in the direction
need be, as we found when we endeavor- | descents like winged thi and putting | T must not attempt a shot. Then I took | of the leader, and pull the trigger. This
ol to creep upon th The cunning [ mile after mile behind us, up the rifle, cocked it, and settled my- | Idid. The next moment both bull and
ruscals would allow us to approach within | When at length we reached the lodge | self to wait, endeavoring, at the same time, | cow had dissppeared —in all probability 1
sixty yards or so, and then, just as we | our condition resembled that of a boiled | to reason myself into a loss agitated state | had n missed ; and no wonder ; Put
wade up our minds to go another five yards | potato ; but what is discomfort ; what is | of mind, but making a very poor job of it. | ob ! what & beautiful eresture he had
and then shoot, they were up and safely | anything, when there are elk ringed and | However, what reason failed to achie been, even in that fleeting moment ; what
away,  Blackeock are up to date as to the | waiting for one ne and shoot them ?| was soon accomplished by the perfect re- | a revelation of strength and: freedc of
exuct range of guns ; before the choke- | To rush into the house, seizo any scraps | pose of the forest. There was absolutely | majesty and beauty ! How grandly he
bore came into fashion a blackeock pereh- | of broken food that the flurried old house- | nosound.  Not a tree swayed ; not a | had held up his mighty head, laying those
ol upon his pine-tree would o 'i~h-mly'k.---]w.-. ild show us, gather up flasks | creature stirred.  Where were all the | heavy, handsome antlers back upon h
permit his good friend the sportsman to | and sheepskin coats and to jump into vlw.‘ hares, the willow-grouse, the small birds, | regal shoulders, and stepping proudly and
approach  within forty yards ; now he | sledge that was waiting for us was the | the foxes, the tree partridges !  Where, | and resistlessly through the deep snow.
drws the line at sixty paces, and prefers | work of » moment ; the next, all three of nbove all, were the elk ; was it possible | How those heators were yelling ; it really
mther long ones for chol | us were being whirled along by the little | that they, too, as well as thirty silent men | soemed a sacreligious thing to shout and

Finding blackcock too wide awake for [ galloping Finn pony, which appeared to | and women, were really and truly buried | seream at that regal beast |
us, we transforred our attention to the | have eaught the general excitement somewhere over yonder amid the hush of I dont know what bourne my thoughts

ringing and driving of hares. T may men ; There was a long three miles to drive, | the hreathless noon?  As though in ans- | were bound for, but just at this moment

Should 1 fire or not 7 Fire by all means !
waid my sportsman’s judgment. There
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