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BY THE EDITOR.

My first impressions
of Ttalian peasant life,
as caught from the win=
dows of a railway car-
riage, were painful cnes
of 1ts extreme poverty.
T saw hundreds of
peasants’ réturning from
T market, riding in their
Gexoa. paltty little carts; or on
‘ " their meagre donkeys;

but mostly toﬂmg on foot along the hot and dusty highway,
driving a few goats or gaunt and hungry-looking swine—both
men and women coarsened with field labour, unintelligent, and
in appearance anything but the light-hearted, picturesque race
they are so often portrayed by poet or painter. The Italians
of ‘the better class who shared our railway carriagé, possessed
more of the vivagity and spno-htlmess attributed 10 their race.
T wis much amused at the impassioned gesticulation and in-
tonation of & young lady and a military officer, who seemed to
converse as much by gesture and tone of voice as by artxcnla,te
expression. Our military friend was Very polite, and took
evident pleasure in answering my questions, and pomtmg out:
the points of interest on the road and on leaving the carriage,.
raised his hat—as I found was the general custom—to each_
person in the compartment.
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