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It has, been said that the greatest failing o! the
Church -of to-day is that it dues not yield a ready re-
sponse ta the Providence of God. But what does
this mean ? If it were truc that thse Church, clearly
recognizing the cal] of Providence, deliberately 'or
slothfully refused to obey that cail, thcn would her
condition be bopeless indeed. But is flot the "failure
rather a failure to hear ? Not disloyalty, but deafness,
is the sin tbat will be, laid at ber door. Wbilst the
Churcb is busy Jhere and dicre, the voice of the Spirit
fals on unheeding cars-tbough it is to her lift! work,
her one altt-only rmason for existenice, that it calls
ber.

But is tl nlt the ChuFch's wofý. to do the duty
that 'lies nearest to ber 1Is qhe flot hard pressed in
the struggle witb unbelief and rnaterialisrn on every
handi Is flot the cal] " f the Spirit to bc heard in
the claims of the moment ? lies, yes ; but may we
flot speak of ail tbese as, mn a sense, seeondary duties
-duies of means, rather than of end? The one
great crympL the Spirit is a cry of yearnin. for a lest
world. Qi/wr sheep 1 have, w/dî are not of Mius
flid: I/wIn also nust 1 /uriig." So long as the Churcb
is awake to that cry, sbe rnay trust God to provide
ber witb places of worsbip, and ta defend ber frons
the encroacbments of materialisnî. Once let ber shut
ber cars ta il, and she is belpless against the unhe-
liever, tbougb sbe be ever so full of business and
good Works.

Tbe voice of the Spirit is flot to bc heard off hand.
Tbe temple must be cleared of traffickers before thec
call can reacb our cars. Again and again in the Book
of Acta we read that il was " as tbey ministcred unto
the Lord and fasted " that the Holy Ghost said this
and that. But wben our souls bave lcarned to keep
silence before Him, tbere are at leasgt two simple tests
by wbicb we rnay discern bctween the voices and

-know tbe one that is of God.
(i.) Wberever, in answer to tbe prayers of the

Cburcb, long-closed doors have been thrown open,
tIse answer to prayer 1ig itself s call of the Spirit to
enter in and laate possessionl. If, under such circuns
stances, ywe make no honest and determined effort to
adv&nce, we stand convicted of insincerilyu.nQ. prayer
as Weil as of lack zeal for the Kingdorn. For rnany
years the cburches of order besougbt Gcd fervently
that He would open to the Gospel the great Chinese
province of Hunan. God bas beard our pravers.
Hunan is open, witb its ivîenly milion in/zalita n/s, of-
whorn no more tbsn a fcw thousands bave beard the
story of God's love. Have we, as s Churcb, fulfi]led
our duty wben we bave sent livo mn to represent us
in the evangelizlltion of Hunan ?

(ii.) In many beathen lands there is no desire fr
tbe Gospel. Tbe people are satisflcd with their own
religion. The first work of the Gospel is to create-
or ratber to reveal-the hunger which il slone caus
satisry. Fromn such a work as this the Christian mis-

sionary does not shrinit, ungrateful tbough il rnay at
finit oftcn be. But in otber countries or districts tbe
Spirit Himself seems to bave put witbin the hearts of
the people a yearning for trutb and life. Tbey wel.
corne the Gospel with avidity, and cry for more
teachers to instruct tbem in ils ways. 'lIt is Lad to
sec tbe grain ripening and to bave no reapers ta gatber
tl," writes one ofOUr MîSSionaries. "The people seem
literally pressing into the Kingdom," writes anotber.
" In one village," says a third, ',we bave t'en converts.
Wc migbt bave bad ten times ten if we could bave
sent a preacher."

This, then, is our second principle:; a cry for i/w
Gospel ùi a cali oflMe Spirit '«(;ive ye thens ta cat,"
ls the Master's words ; and if our provision seem ton,
small to satisfy the bUnger of Se rnany, il sball ý
multiplicd miraculously in out bsnds.

In many other ways tbe cal] will corne frora time to
timne. But will flot thesetwo sufice ta guide us' for
the presenit? Can it be doubted that here, at least,
we bave a true calling of the Spirit ? And if it be sa,
wbat possible sttitude can we 'take up but that of
loyal and glad obedience ? Tbe cbaracter of our re--
sponse will, reveiil the measure of the value which we
set opon the Cross of Christ-t,. H. G., in C/ironie
of/t/w London M/risionary Society.

"GOD 18 CALLt NU ME."

(1-at -crd. oi tD. L. M-ody.)
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(od in ealling me," ho murmsred,
As the tido of lite ran low,
To Hie pure and holy prononce
H-e ln câling=iet me go!

He in calliiug, gently calling
Te hie Wiulder, loving bruant,

Oft ho colIed me loto service,
Nos" ho celle rue into root.

(;cd le calllug, hcaven ie Opening,
O1h, wlmt Yvione gYeet M~y ey..,

Soule redeomecl-a colintleso number-
Smile and bocks,, to the skieo.

God us oalling-Ho who but me
Andi upholli me by hie grace.

Oh, weovo ha& such aweet communion-

Now tII se hlmo face ta face

Gcd àe calling, loedly catling,
" 1To the harvoot fils uway

For the mighty reaper tlioln,
Lot ton thousand riso te day.

Loet th. mantle of Elijah
Oun the youung Etishas tait

When l.hoy heur the Nmetar catling,
May thoyuaswer te the caIl.


