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relative to perpetual jurisdictic'n, re- cannot be sustained in Masonry, not
ported: 'We are of the Ôpin- that it would be in itself a crime, but
ion that perpetual juriediction over it would be against ail Masonic usage,
an applicant for the degrees in Ma- incongruons with Masonic sinceraty
sonry is, in many respects, a wise and solemnity, and in violation of the
provision, and is one of the safeguards fixed and long establishedl principles
necessary to tbe general good of tbe of Masonry.",
Order.' We beartily concur in andI endlorse

It is strange bow Masons will ad- this verdict. IL is impossible for us,
bore to their local regulations, and wbo are seeking ligbt from the Foun-
fancy in go doing their jurisprudence tain Hlead of Trutb, to waver in our
is the general law of the Craft. decision upon sucb a point. I{ow

a___________ cau au atbeist participate in our cere-

ATHEISM IN MASONRY monies, feunded, as they are, upon a
symbolism dierived fromn the teachings

The Grand Lodge of Indiana bas of the Judean Exponent of tbe Moral
been called upon to, setti a question Law, and based upon traditions taken
whicb, in our innocence, we believed fromn tbe Saered Book? Our whole
'was an axiom that coula not b~e dis- ceremony to bim is a farce, and our
puted. As, bowever, tbe Corner- lectures a burlesque. It would be a
Stone, of New York, bas seen fit to crime upon the part of the loyal Ma-
dleclare the Indiana decision "a rank gon to sit in a lodge witb one whom
injustice," we deem it riglit to allude ho liuew to be an atheist, because by
Lo the saine. The case is this: a Ma- 8o doing hie is permitting rotten tim-
son was accused by bis lodge of being ber to form, a part of the scaffolding
an atbeist, and as proof was furnish- of the Temple of the Most Higli God.
ed to satisfy tbe commission before If a Mason becomes an atheist con-
whoxu be was tried, that sucb wa3 scientiously, be must at tbe saine
the case, bie was very properly e--- time perceive that it is bis duty to
pelled. resign bis membersbip, and ask to be

The defendant, appealed to the released fromn ties that no longer pos-
Grand Lodge, and was represented Isess either charmi or fancy for him.
by bis attorney, wbo took exception H1e must. be a hypocrite and a knave
on the ground that the accused was 1 if he, subsequent to bis change of
not an atheist at the ime of bis initi- I *opiniols, -venture to assist in an
ation-that at that period bie bad initiation or dare to participate in
conscientiously fulfiiled ail the re- th ardsmoim fbcrs rc
quirements, and was in fact entitledi tion. We hold thien thaL the G rand
subsequently to adopt, any views be Lodge of Indiana nviz pc"-fectly right
iigt sce fit, and that consequently in endorsing the au..te.. -of the sub-

a man who bas become a pronounced ordinate body.
atheist after admission indo Masonry, Our New York .iontemporary, bow-
cannot be expelled for that reason. ever, is not satisfied and dleclares that.
The committee say: "tWe believe -"IL is strikingly apparent that Ma-
that one who is a pronorrnced atbeiçt sonie dlecisi->ns are rarely based, ipon


