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the Temple, -at. once tbeir glory and
the admiration of thé world,-where
is it now? Not one stone is left upon
another. Babylon, in ber day the
queen of nations, bas fallen, neyer to
rise again. Egypt, with her kings
and philosophera; classic Greece and
imperial Rfome, we now:find but occu-
pying a page in the history of the
world.

But Freemasonry, at this moment,
shines througbout the word with as
brigbt and undiminishedl a lustre as
when first revealed by God to man!

Sages and legialators bave not dis -
dained to join our Order; princes and
potentates have exchanged, the sceptre
for the trowel and gavel, and rangeil
tbemselves under our banner.

No trials, no persecutions, no ana-
themas, will be able to destroy the
prînciples of F4reemasonry. The rains
xnay desceýnd, the floods may corne,
the winds may beat and blow vehem-
ently against our institution, yet it
will stand firm, and impregnable, be-
cause, like the wise man's bouse, it is
founded upon a rock. Its principles
are coeval with the history of the
world, and they manifest themselves
ivherever civilization exies.

In a Masonic Lodge discussions on
religions or political subj ects are strict-
ly prohibited; and because those two:
great subjeots are excluded the outer
,wcrld, ]ooks upon Freemasonry as
something very mysterious. Those
people cannot conceive that a society
can be of any consequence whîch ex-
,cludes discussions iipon politics ýor re-
ligion-or, in other words, upon state
.and church. But we, my brethiren,
,know that Freemasonry looka beyond
the narrow limita of particular masti-
tutions,wb.ether civil or religious, and
views in every con of Adamn a brother
of the: dust. We have a higher and
:nobler subjeo.t which claims our atten-
tion, tha.n that of arguing about mat-
ters of state, with its s Lrongly opposed
parties; or about mratters of churcb,
with ita creeds and dogm-as; either of
which iBubço"tg eeate more or less
feelings, .çei ,iby. Thé state andI

the cbnrch separate men, and maire
them enemies; Freemasonrywiill unite
and fraternize them. Freemasonry
unites ail men, wîthout regard to reli.
gion, country a.- rank. AU subjects
Iwhich have a tendency to purely civil
matters, narrow the sphere of action;
but, passing beyond those limits, m~an
stands upon a vast, a frae and a grand
field.

That grand spiritual building which
,we as Freemasons aire erecting, is the
grand edifice of HUMA&NITY! It iS a
grand work, a noble undertaking.

Ail discrepancies and wants of
mankind can and may address thexu-
selves for relief to this invisible masti-
tute, which thinks and cares for theni,
helping where it can help, without
obliging the recipient to thanka. As
if coming from. a cloud, the helping
band appears; and, witbout being-
recognized, it withdraws into that
Cloud.

Brethren, how pleasant it is to im-
agine a society of men acting in s9-
ence, consuiting for the welfare of
Imankzind,-a society where work it-
self is in some macasnire a secret, but
at which they labor as on an endless
plan. WVhere is there a worthier or
nobler pursuit for a society than that
of promoting the welfare of mankind?
Freemasonry standing upon that suni-
mit, she is that for which at ahl tumes
past ail the good men have striven,
without infringing upon the riglits of
either state or church. Freemasonry
is, as it were, the heart of mankind;
and wt pray, let that golden age that
lives i", ail our hearts be bronght
down to those free souls that belong
to bier, that are elevated above ail dis-
tinction anad sectarian spirit, and wbo
all worsbip at the altar ofRHMIANTY!

Compare that whioh Freemasonry
bas createdl w.Iz czreates, with that
which is produced by -the artist, and
what do we find? The painter pro-
duces bis picture,ý the scuiptox- bis
statue, thé architeot bis dome, the
poet bis song, the -composer bis music;
but colore fadle, monumelatà -ateý de-
molisbed, buildlings -tumnbe 4oývn,


