
St. Joht the Eoavgelist.

ST. JOHN TIE EVANGELIST.

St. John, the Apostle of Love, was the son of Zebedee and Salome.
His iitler vas a tishernian, who earned his bread by toiling with the
net on the boisterous sea of Galilece. Although of this humble calling,
Zebedee miut, have becn removed above the pangs of' povety, for the
Scriptures miake mention of his " lhired servants,'" of his w'ife's " sub-
stance." and of " his own house," St. John was about twenty-five years
of age wlhen he flollowed John the Baptist preaching in lte desert, and
heiard of " One migitier than he," at once his kinîsmîan, according to
the fleMh, ani his Lord. Though at first called l' Boanerges," tiat is, a
son of thunder, his ebaracter ripened utnder the influence of bis divine
matster into that of a son of unsuîrpassed gentleness and love. le bc-
caie not only one of the Twelve Apostles, but was also brotglit within
the innerncst cirele of our Lord's most intimate friends. He, with
Peter and ,Tamles, werc with Him, vben no onò else was admitted-in
the chanmber of (Ieath, amid the Glory of the transiration and initthe
agony of Gethsemane. 1e was the very personification ot love, which
is the sumn and substance of Masonr-y. We read of but onc instance of
his exhibiting any other spirit, and that was, wlien exasperation at the
conduet. of tie S: maritans toward: his Master, led imii to wisi fire
called downt fromî heavei to comIine themu. He was present at nearly
ail of the wonîderful miracles perfbrmed bV Christ; lie was the leader
of lthe triuimnlplant processiont in Jeruale. wben lite people cried,
"Ioanna to the son of David ;" he leaned on Rlis bosom at, hlie Pabelal
Supper; le w-as the only Apostie pr&etit at lte Crueifixioi ; lie was
ilie t-usty, loviig fi-icnd to whom tIe Saviour with 111 dying breath
comiitted the care of lis mîotihe-, Mary ; and lie was lte fir.st to recog-
lize in the dii fori secen 'n the .o-nintg twiliglt ite presece of lis

risen Lord. lonored and loved vas eli above alit other Apostles. But
his trialis wer-e mîany î and severe- Unider lHerod's persecution lis bro-
ther stTeted m:-ty-dom. In the persccIution utinder Donitian ie wvas
taken to Romne. whbcre lie won the crown of airtydom without dying.
for hie was throiw into a boiling cialdron of oil, from whic he escaped
miiuhrt. Nex lie was banislied to labor in lthe mines of lte rugged
antd desolate isle of Patimo., in the imiidst of the ]Ege:mn se:, w-ere,
hlowever, lie wrote Iis beaitiful Gospel, and that Revelation of the
glory of the great Temple aLove, whicli ba:files human larguauge to aîde-
quately describe.

It is remarikable that the key-note of St. Join's Gospei i. tlie sýamC as
iat of Moses in the fit-st book inI the Bible. St. John repeating the very
fisrt words of Genesis-"In the beginning.h But the Revelation of St.
.Tolmn is the most interesting to us as Masons; for while at Patmos lie
ldct intimiate converse wi tii he Gi-cat Archiitect of the Uniivc-s,, saw
heatifie visions, and beheld the Temple of God on iigi, of wiich the
gorgcous falbric of King Solomon at Jerusnlem, and lis '- asecnt by
w-blhu lie went up to the iouse of the Lord " gives us but the faintest
shadow, although it astonislhed the Queen of Sieba. TItis book, besides,
is fuill of svnbols and figures that sliould interest and instruct every
Freceiason. 

It is related of St. John that towards the close of his life, wien lie
was so feeble tiat lie had to bc carried to Churclh, le still ceased not to
preaci ; but lis sermon was compi-ised in thieice words: '-Little ehild-
rien, love onei anotliei-," and Vc asked vIy lie dwelt so mnuch on love,
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