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thing about this? They answor the questions: What can you do 7
what eau yot tasto ? what cat you wear ? what can you hear ? what
can yoi touch ?

All these ways, and nany more, I use to " brinîg to expression
their provious knowledge, and mnake it a basis for added facts."
The numnber of ways nay bo quadrupled and still leavo aiple scopo
for originality. All these oxercises are adapted to tho first years
in school. They are largely conversational ; occasionallv objecta aro
described, but the powor of description cones later than the power
to narrate, so T emnploy narration first.-N. E. Jour. of Ed.

ORAL INSTRUCTION.

I know thatt microscopie politicians havo persuaded the lour-
suffering publie of this country that teachers ouglt to have nothing
to say about education ; but I think they should have, and amu
goitg on to say my share, in spite of all the politicians who are not
yet translated.

To whom should the public look for infornation about education,
if not to teachers ? If teachers are timid or dumtb, can they coin-
plain if education suffers ? Two-thirds of the general literature of
education is iniflicted upon a docile public by plausible theorists who
neeer stnmyed even by accident into a class-root ; who boldly seize
the chart and compass to navigate our ship on a sea they never saw,
and by observations they never took. Brethren, it is high timie that
teachers should begin to teach, and net leave themtselves and the
public the victimns of theoretical experitenters, who are not oven
yet in the early days of their apprenticeslups te a very complex
business. I notice that this latter-day cry for oral instruction only,
and abolitinît Af text books, cotes fron such peuple, who, never-
tielcas, have nu intention of touching this burden with so nuch as
une of thîeir lhttle fmigers. Such cries are dangerous to progress
already made, and are like newly discovered short cuts, whicl are
proverbially long roads. Young enthusiasts just bcginning te sense
the power which is new to then ; ancient fabrics set on fire for the
first time and burning with a consuiming fierceness ; extrenists whlo,
by exaggeration, niako the mildest virtues into aggravating vices,
all by tieir intensity bring a good thing into disrepute, and have
to be temtîpered by umîodenatimn, and cooled down into steady and
unexcited service. Oral instruction is necessary to every good
teacher, and the younger the pupils the more it is essential to their
happiness Ina progress, but you can nu more abolish text-bouks for
proper use in day schuols than you cati bamîsh them from umiversities
or technical schools for aduits. And there is as mnucli danger to bu
feared frot oral mnstruction wvithout text-books as is found in the
nechanical use (f text-bonks without the life of oral instruction.
Every good teacher approves of a due proportion of oral instruction
and practises it, regarding it as the brigltest and keeneat weapon
in his arhmory ; atd uses text-books also te nake his work stick,
and sustain himt and his pupils, in weak moments, at the standard
of their best. No good teacher avoids it, or goes fanatically insane
about it, either for or agaimtst. Be knows that if you deliberately
abolish text-books, atnd call upon teacliers txo depend upon oral in-
struction only. not occasionally, as it is ini, and always ias been,
practised hy g-<sd teacchers, but as proposed by faiatics, tanely,
for five hours a day on five days in the week, you will kill all the
good teachers in a imonti, leaving aive only the sticks who are
skilled in the art of self -preservationi, who never teaîch at ail, orally
or otherwise, and therefore never wear out, te comfort you in your
solitude amuong the graves of those you have destroyed. Suppose,
for exanple, you were to try this wholesale oral experimient on
ininisters in churches. Make themu preach without manuscript, and
insist on theircongregation singing without hymnn-books, the preaci-

cru te change their subjects overy hour, not for one hour a day but
for five houri a dar not only on ene day in the iveck but for
fivo days in ti week, to a congregation of lost souls, overy oeto of
whoim hias beei bon at infidel, and is in dire nieed of conversion.
The clorgy are good, solf-sacrificiig mon ; nituy of thein approvo of
this ideafor schools, and would doubtless not object to Iaving it prae.
ticIly tried in, churches. Whien stroig mon and adult pupils have
been proved te bo tble te enîdure this strain and are improved by it; it
imay, without cruelty and icono .lastic stupidity, b fair te try it on •
weak women and infantt scholars. If experiiienîters will begin there,
thoy will fiid that in a year many pulpits and churches have been
nany tines over thus etiptied, and many gravoyards and asyluns
filled, and the fragments of congregations left will declire that their
works du ýollow thuin. Li mercy, then, begin with iniristors and
churches, because all concorned wil bu ablo-bodied adulta and likely
tu exercise free-wil to defend tliemselves ; then, if it succceds, wu
mîay try it on teachers and lîttle chdidren in our schools, without
being guilty of Herod's crime, or breaking all the conmandmtients
at once for educational purposes, as Muses did.-Walter Smith.

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNMENT.

"As the teacher is, se is thç scliool," is a trite saying, the truth
of which noue will question.

Seo te the orderly management uf everythimg. Have a place for
each pupil te hang his hat and wrappings, lut his books, to sit or
stand in his class, and sue that bis place là, Ïlpt.

Have a regular timîe for recitîg, and, if possible, for studying
every lesson.

Seo at al) times that the best of care is taken uf the school pruperty
Always keep the school-roomît neat au clean; or;nament it Vth

pict'ires, mnottoes, laps, charts, vrcatlis, and flowers.
Always call and disjiss your classes in order ; count, or tap tho

bell as signls.
Be firn and kiid. Don't scold. Be prompt in everything. Your

p upils will often follow your exatple.
Do not allow communication, leaving seats, or going out, or get-

ting wiater during school hours, withouît permission.
Systei, self-possession, energy, and kindnes on the part of the

teacher are the disciplinary agents.
Profitable and constant uccupatiot is the true preventive of dis-

orderly conduct.
Havo evry plipil secutre a slato and pencil, and b sure lie uses

theni.
Have as fev classes as ivill be consistent witi the wants of the

selinal A teacher cannot teach a successful school and hear thirty
or tliirty-five recitations daily.

Seo that the roomt1 is properiy ventilated - about 5 or 70° Fahîr. is
the proper degree of tenperature.

Have the syllables of ail ivords prouatnced, or teach the pupil to
nake a sliglit pause betweei syllables.

Do net have your pupils report " perfect" and "imperfeet." It
leads to habits of lying aud deception.

Ail the liupils o' the sane class shofld pursue the saIto studies if
possible.

Don't forge-tio have the general exorcise for tho whole school each
day. Uso the oral aud genoeralexercises provided for each grade, for
the wlhole as far as practicable.

" Order is Hoaven's first law," and without order no school can
succeed. The first stop in governiug a school us to govern yourself.

Have written exauminatioins once a muntlh for the larger pupils, and
oral examnations for the sialler cnes.

Euery teacher should be aregular reader of ut least on eduîcational
journaL

Always be a living iiodel for your pupils, whether in or out of
scehool.

Begin school promptly at nine o'clock and close at four.
Visit your patrons frequently and ur e then to visit your school.
Visit soie of the best achoola you cati hear of each year, and don't

fail to attend the institutte.
Mako a futll report at the close of your slcool. -mcnca Cours of

Study for Uitgradcd Schools.


